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BOOK THE SEYENTH. 

Chapter I. 

jin bumble jfyohgy for Authors in generak with 
Jorne modeji Hints at their peculiar UJefulnefs. 

1HOPE the candid reader now and thea 
calls to mind how much more nimbly he 
travels over thefe , pages than the writer of 
them did. When our dullnefs is complained 
o(y it would be but charity in him to refleft 
how much pains that fame dullnefs- has cod 
us ; more, he may be affurcd, than our brighter 
intervals, where we fprung nimbly forward 
'with an ealy weight, inftead of toiling like a 
carrier's horfe, whofe (low and heavy pace 
argues the load he draws, and, the labour he 
endures : alas ! for us poor Novelifts, if there 
was no mercy for dull authors, and our coun* 
trymen, like the barbarous libethrians of old, 
ftiould take it into their minds to banilh mufic 
Vol.111. B and 
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and the mufcs out of the land, and'feiurder 
every Oq^heus that did not fiddle to the\tafte. 
They fhould confider, that the man,^ho 
makes a book, makes a very pnetty piece . of 
furniture ; and if they will but confign us to a 
quiet ftation on a flielfj and give us where- 
withal to cover us in a decent trim, the worft 
amongft us wiH ferve to fill up the file, and 
(top a gap in the ranks. 

'Tis hard indeed to toil, as we fometimes 
do, to our own lois and difappointment ; to 
fweat in the field of fame, merely to reap 
a harveft of chaff, and pile up reams of paper 
for the worm to dine upon. It is a cruel thing 
10 rack our brains for nothing, run our jaded 
fancies to a ftand-ftill, and then lie down at 
the conclufion of our race, a carcafe for the 
critics. And what is our crime all the while ? 
A mere miftake between our readers and our- 
felves, occafioned by a fmall mifcalculation of 
our capacities and their candour; all which 
would be avoided, if happily for us they had 
not the wit to find out our blunders, or, hap*- 
pily for them, had all that good nature ibr us 
that we gcncroufly exercife towards ourfelves* 
If once they could bring their tempers to this 
charming complacency, they might depend 

upon 
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iipon having books in plenty ; authors would 
multiply like polypuffes, and the prefs would 
be the happieft mother in the kingdom. 

How many worthy gentlemen are there in. 
this bleffed ifland of our's, who have fo much 
time upon their hands, that they do not kno>^ 
what to do with it? I am aware how large and 
refpeflabk a portion of this enlightened na- 
tion center their delights in the chace, and 
dra^ an elegant refource from the fagacity of 
the hound and the vigour of the horfe; but 
they cannot always be on the faddle; the ele- 
ments they cannot command ; and froft and 
' fnow will lock them up within their caftle 
* walls : there it is poffible that folitude may 
Turprifc them, and difmifs them for a time to 
the folace of their own lucubrations : now, ^ 
with all poffible relpeft for thefe refources, I 
fhoiild think it may fometimes be worth their 
while to make experiment of other people's 
lucubrations, when they h^ve worn out their 
own, for thofe muft be but forry thoughts, 
which are not better than not thinking at all ; 
and the leaft they can gain by an author is .a 
'nap. 

The ingenuity of man has invented a thou- 
(and contrivances' for innocently dilpoling of 
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idle time ; let us, therefore, who write books, 
have only the idlers on our fide, in gratitude 
for the amufement we give them, and let the 
reft of the world be as fplenetic as they will, 
we may fet their fpleen at naughts the majo- 
rity will be with us. 

If a querulous infent is ftilled by a rattle, 
ttie maker of the rattle has faved fomebody's 
ears from pain and perfecution ; grant, there- 
fore, that a novel is nothing better than a toy 
for children of a larger growth and more un- 
ruly age, Ibciety has fome caufe to thank the 
writer of it j it may have put an aching head 
to reft ; it may have cheered the debtor in his 
prifon, or the country fquire in a hard froft. 
Traders will cry up the commodity they deal 
in, therefore I do not greatly infift on the 
praifes which fome that write books have be- 
ftowed on book-writing, but I do qbferve, 
that great refpcdt is paid to an author by thofe 
who cannot read him, wherefore I conclude, 
thofe who can read, and do not praife him, arc 
only filent becaufe they want words to exprefs 
fheir admiration and gratitude ;. whilft thofe 
fanguine flatterers; who, in the extefs of their 
rcfpefk for our perfons, cry down our per- 
formances, give evident proof how much 

higher 
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higher they had pitched their expcftations of 
what our talents would produce, than our pro- 
du(5tions could make good;4)ut though in 
their zeal for our reputations, they tell us how 
ill we write, they fcldom negleft at the fame 
time to fhew us how we might have written 
ftill worfe. 

Some over- wife people have pretended to 
difcover, that this altercation between author 
and critic is notliing more than a mere plot 
and contrivance to play into each others 
hands, like Mountebank and Zanyj but this' 
is ovcr-afted fagacity, and an afFeftation of 
finding more mytferies in the art of author- 
lhip> than really belong to it j for my part, I 
believe it is a bufinefs of a more fimple 
nature than moft which can be taken up, and 
that authors in general require nothing more 
than pen, ink, and paper to fet up with. In 
ancient times, the trade was in few hands, and 
the work feems then to have been compofed 
with much pains and forethought ; materials 
were coUedted with great care, and put toge- 
ther with confummate accuracy and attention ; 
every part was fitted to its place, polifhed to 
the heighth, and finilhed to pcrfeftion j there 
were inlpcftors on the part of the public, men 
B3 of 
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of found judgment, and fully connpctcnt to 
the office, who brought the work to a ftand- 
ard of rule a^id meafure, and infifted upon k, 
that every whole Ihould have a heginntng^ a 
middle^ and an end. Under thefe flrift regula- 
tions the ancients wrote \ but now that prac^ 
tice has made us perfect, and the trade is got 
intofo many hands, thefe regulations are done 
away, and fo far from requiring of us a hegin^ 
fiingy middkf and end^ it is enough if we carl 
fhew a head and a tail ; and it is not always 
that even thcfc can be made out with any to- 
lerable pr^cifion. As our authors write with 
lefs labour^ our critics review with lefs care» 
wd for every one foulc that they mark in our 
produftiQns, there probably might be found 
Qne hundred that they overlook. It is an idle 
notion, however, to fuppofe that therefore they 
are in league and, concert with the authors they 
rcvifej for where could that poor fraternity 
find a fund to compepfate them for fuflcring, 
a vocation once fo reputable to fall into fuch 
utter difgrace under their management, as to 
be no longer the employ of a gentleman ? Aa 
for our reader^; on whom we never fail ta 
beftow the terms of candid, gende, courteQUS^ 
aad othd-s of the like foothing caft, they cer^ 
■ " tainly 



HENRr. ^ 

tainly deferve all the fair woi^ds we can give 
them, for it is not to be denied, but that we 
make occafionally very great demands upon 
their candour, gentlenefs, and courtefy, exer- 
cifing them frequently and fully with fuch 
trials as require thofe feveral endowments in 
no fmall proportion. The farther I advance 
therefore in this work, the civiller I will be i 
and to thofe readers who fhall follow me into 
this ^hird volume, I may with juftice apply 
the epithets of patient, perfcvering, faidiful, 
and fo on, with a crejcmdo in my ftrain, tiU 
tji€ piece is concluded. 

But arc there not alfo faftidious, angry, quc- 
JUkntid readers? readers with fullHomachs, 
vrho complain of being furfeited and over^ 
loaded with the ftory-telling trafli of our cir* 
culating libraries ? It cannot be altogether 
denied> but ftill they are readers : if the load 
Is Xo hej^vy upon them as they pretend it is> \ 
win put them in the way of getting rid of it, 
by reviving the law of the ancient Cecer- 
taeans, who obliged their artifts to hawk about 
their feveral wares, carrying them on their 
backs, lill they found purchafers to eafe them 
of the burthen. Was this law put in force 
againft authors^ few of us, I doubt, would be 
B 4 ^svxoSbi. 
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found able to ftand under the weight of our own 
unpurchafcd works. 

But whilft the public is contented with 
things as they are, where is the wonder if the 
reform is never made by us till they begin it 
in themfelves ?' Let their tafte lead the fafhion, 
and our produttions muft accord to it. Whilft 
the Cookeries of Hannah Glafe outcirculate 
the Commentaries ofBlackftone, authors will 
be found, who prefer the compilation of re- 
ceipts to that of records, as the eafier and 
more profitable tafk of the two. If puerilities 
arc pleafing, mcri will write ui pueris pla^ 
€eant. 

When Demofthcncs was engaged in the de* 
fence of a certain cidzcn of Athens, who wa4 
brought to trial upon a charge of a capital 
nature, neither the importance of the caufei 
nor the eloquence of the pleader, could fix 
the attention of the judges who were fitting 
on the trial : the orator, obferving their levity, 
on a fudden ftopt fhort in the midft of his 
harangue, and addrefling himfelf to the court, 
— *^ Liften to me," he cried, " ye venerable 
judges, for a few moments, and I will tell you 
^ merry tale : — A certain young man, hav- 
ing occafion to take a journey from this city 
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of our's to Megara^ hir'd an afs for tJie job ; 
but being extremely incommodecf on the way 
by a fcorching fun> which fmote him with in- 
tolerable heat at noon, he difmounted from 
his beaft, and made free, to take poft under the 
ihade of his carcafe : upon this the af§-ownen 
who accompanied him, remonftrated with 
great vehemence, contending that his afs was 
let for the journey (imply and precifely, and 
that the fervice now required o^ him was es^ 
tra-condidonal and illegal: the traveller T?^ith 
equal vehemence maintained, that he was 
warranted in die ufe he made of him, and that 
having hir'd the afs in fubftance, he was intit- 
led to the benefit of his (hadow iis^o the bar- 
gain : the qucftioh was open to controverfy, 
and the parties went to tinal^ on die dafe/*^-^ 
Here Demofthenes ceafedy and taking up his 
brie^ prepared to kave, the court : the judges 
feeing this, called out to him to return and go 
on with his pleading.—" For fhame, yeomen 
of Atl>ens> * cried the indignant orator, " ye 
can Und your ears to the ftory of aft afe, but 
will not heftow your attention upon a trial: 
that involves the life or death of a fcUow- 
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Chapter II. 

Oar Hero under goes a JhiSf EKominatm by a 
certain Judge called Qntfcieuce. 

A S (bon as our heixr had brought Blachford 
*^ to confcnt to his difintcrcftcd propdfal, 
he took immediate meafures for fecuring the 
Tucceif of it. To bring the infant and its 
mother to an interview with the dymg peni- 
tent was His firfl: objea. The woman, who 
had the child at nurfe, did not live above two 
miles off, fo that a meifenger would foon 
fetch her over: Suian, indeed, was at a great* 
tx diftance, but the day yet ferved f<«r bring- 
bg her from Manftock; and Henry immedi^ 
itcly late down and wrote ^ following 
note: 

^ Dear Sufan, 
^' A buGnefs, in which you are grcady in- 
^ tercfted, requires your prefcnce in this place ; 
'^ Mr. BIachford*s \£t is fo precarious, that not 
'*'»n hour is to be loft : I recommend it to 
^you therefore to ftatethis to your amiable 
•^lady, and, with her pcrnuffion, come away 
\ .. •• dircftly 
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•^.diredly in the chaife, that will attend' for 
^ that purpofc. 

^* Your's fincereljr, 

« Henry.'' 

• Whilft Henry was writbg this note, young 
Tom Weevil, who had got notice of his arri- 
val, bf^ortunely called upon him^ and no foon- 
cr underftood that he wanted a meffenger to 
Manftock houfe, than he zealouJly tendered 
his fcrvices for that errand^ and by Henry was 
wiftrufted to ride to the next market town, 
which luckily was in the road^ and there 
put himfelf into a poft chatfe for the purpofc 
of conveying Sufan in the moft fpeedy and 
commodious manner. 

This bufinefs being thus adjufted, and an-i 
other meflenger difpatched for the nurfe and 
child, our hefo returned to the cottage, and 
dirowing himlelf into Ezekiers wicker cha1r„ 
enjoyed for fome minutes, in filent refleftiorij. 
that heart- felt fatisfaiftioh, that only can refiik 
(com fclf-approving tcafcience. As he medi^ 
tatedon the facrifice he was now about to jroakc; 
be felt a momentary gleam^ of vfa-tuous. exul- 
tation^ vfhick tempted him ta cry oue-^<* (> 
Hatclifie I dcaif^ d<q^8tfted friend^: tiboii woif d'4l 
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luve t>nus'd me for this deed^ and if thy 
iabted fpirit holds communicaiion with me 
ftin> I know thou wilt regard it as a pledge of 
mf obedience to thy fatherly inftru£ti(Hi& 
But ^hat is this I ho9& of? Nothing, com- 
par'd to the feverer trial that awaits me, and 
demands an efibrt ftrong indeed, a facrifice 
from ^f^ch my heart Ihrinks back with terror 
and diiinay. Oh ! be my guardian ftill ; let 
thy protefting Ipirit ftrengthen my feeble na- 
ture, and infpire me with the reibludon to ful- 
fil dlie fatal promife I have made, and pay the 
forfeit of my fblly.-r-Married to Fanny Clay-^ 
pole !— All hopes of happinefs for ever blaftcd 
to repair her reputation wantonly expos'd. — 
Hard terms indeed, and heavy penalty I have 
exacted from myfelf in an unguarded mo- 
inent; but the word is paTs'd, and I muft ho- 
liourably nriake it good : and fit I fhou'dj if 
that is the atonement ihe requires s for what 
but chance prevented the completion of my 
guik? The meditation therefore in my in- 
0ance is the a£b itfelf^ and I am virtually her 
debtor to no leis amount than for the lofs of 
aU that can be valuable to a modeft woman. 
I Itnow the plea diat iome wou'd make ; her 
forwaidnpls, her fondneisi her allurements t if 
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this were good in any cafe^ it wau*d be fo in 
mine; but the excufe is mean and viUainous^ 
that and that only can be my acquittal^ which 
acquits me to myfelf; this cannot fcrve the 
turn; my confcience never will be quieted 
by evafions. 'Tis true the z& was fruftrated $ 
what then ? I was not quite fb abandoned as to 
fin in prefence of a warning angel: and can I 
ever lofe the memory of that rebuke> which 
the offended purity of that angel juftly be* 
Aowed ? Oh, Ifabella ! how that frown made 
my heart fink within me! Neve t again fliall I 
have confidence to look upon that lovely hte, 
which till that moment ever greeted me with 
fmiles. No more fliall that fweet voice falute 
my ears like mufic, as it was won't to do in 
Ac ftill hour of evening, when we walk'd toge^ 
ther: thofe happy hours are never to return 
again." 

Zachary Cawdle now made lus appearance> 
having returned from his vifit to Lady Crow-^ 
bay—" I bring you news," faid he, « of our 
excellent lady, that will pleafe youj her dif- 
order feems abated, and I flatter myfelf flie 
will gain ftrength and fpirits to carry h^jr 
through her journey both byland^and iea : flic 
fctt out to-morrow in the forenoon for Man- 

ftock- 
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ftock-houfe,whcrc (he wiU rcpofc^hcriclf for that ^ 
nighc I have her cxprefs commands to defii^ ^ 
you will not &il to meet her thcrc."-^" I know ^^ 
wot how that can be/' laid Henry. •* She is ^ 
very anxious it (hou^'d be, I caa affure you,'^ 
lejoined the Dodtor, ** and I believe Ihc has ^ 
very interefting matters to confer with you ^ 
i^on, for (he faid flie muft pofitively fee you> ^ 
as fhc coo'd not exprefs all (he had to fay by ^ 
letter ; neither kideed do I hold it fit ihe . (hou'd ^ 
cxhauft herfelf ift writing for any length of y^ 
time. If it is your birfinefe with Mr, Blach* | "^ 
ford that ftands in the way, I hope that may ^ 
be difmificd before it will be necefliu-y for yon "^ 
to fet out to-morrow from this place.** 

Henry afked if her ladyfhip had (aid aiiy 
thing on that fubjeft. " Not muc^," Zachary 
replied; ** (he had noticed it but flightly, fccm- 
ing to intimate a doubt whether it was matter- 
of congratulation or not, which I confefe,** he 
addedy •* rather puzzled me to account for,, 
as her ladyihip cannot fail to know that pur 
neighbour will, in the vulgar phrafc, die fat; 
and let your expeftations be what th^y may> 
furely a good fortune in hand is a good thing 
at all events."—'^ Moft people are of that 
opinidn/* faid Henry, ** but her ladyihip,. per- 
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haps, may think otherwifc/'— '^ Whatever Ihe 
thinks/' replied Zachary, *' 1 dare fay flic wift 
keep it to herfelG till flie meets yoa> and con* 
veries with you at Manftock." . 

To this <n2r hero made no fiirther anfwer, 
but turned the difcourfe> by enquiring after 
Mrs. Cawdle.^*^ Her healdi," laid the Doc- 
tor, ^* is no better, ber temper much worfc, 
and her enthufiafm more extravagant than 
ever. Bladiford's lituation feems to trouble 
her much ; (he has liv'd with turn as a finner» 
ai^ wou'd now fain part from hun like a faint; 
but he has refus'd all her tenders, and has given' 
his confcience into Ezekiel's keeping: t2iis 
mortifies her in a double fenfe, for fhe not 
only meant to /end him out of the world in 
the true faith, but had an eye alfo to die good 
things he has to leave behind him, of which 
ihe bad no objeftion to come in for afharei 
but, thanks to the fates ! all that is otherwilc 
dilpos*d of. As to the flkte of her conftitu- 
tion, that is in a rapid decline from bad to 
worfe, being only held together like a finking 
veflel by the very elements that fap and under- 
mine it. When I take my leave of her> as I 
(hall do to-morrow, grcHt chance if our's is 
not an cveriafting farewell.*^ 
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This faidj Zachary'took his leave^ h^y'mg 
many preparations to noakc for his approach- 
ing departure. 

Henry was not forry to be left to his reflec- 
tions> for his mind was greatly embarrafTed by 
the me0age he had received from Lady Crow* 
bery. To prefent himfelf once more at Man- 
i]:ock-houfe was p^ful in the extreme; to dif- 
obey the commands of a nwther on fo intereft- 
ing a fumnrK)ns was an alternative not to be 
thought (^: how to avoid the one without 
tfanigreflfRg the other was a point of difficulty 
that now engroiled his thoughts; and as for 
Zachary's concluding account of Jemima's 
melancholy condition^ from that it is mor? 
than probable he had carried off very litde, 
if any, information. 

, The great evil of all, that funk deepeft into 
his mind, was his engagement to Mifs Clay* 
pole, a lady very litde to his tafte, and^the 
confequent lofs of all hope that had relpeft to 
IfabcUa, a lady, whom at his heart he moft 
ardently admired and loved. The dilgrace 
he had incurred with himfelf, as well as with 
her, in that fatal moment of his weaknqfs, was 
a cutting r.wolkaioni till then he had flood 
high in the good opinion of that.e?ccellent 
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young lady; every hour that he paffed in 
Manftock-houfe, whilft (he w^s prefent, made* 
this more and more manifcft ; even his natural 
humility of charader could not overlook it; he 
faw the advances he made in her good graces, 
and only trembled for her danger left they 
were too rapid ; every look, every aftion that 
that was directed towards him had an expref- 
fion not to be miftaken; Sufan's reports con- 
firmed the intereft that he had eftabliftied in the 
approving heart of her lovely miftrefs, and the 
fatisfadtion which fhe took in her evening 
ivalks with hiai> with the innocent contrivances 
(he had to prolong and to repeat them, were 
flattering indications of an attachment forming 
faft, if not already formed; the greater there- 
foi^ was his fail from hopes fo elevated ; and 
ivhat could he now expeft from purity like. 
hcr's, but ablblute difiniffion and contempt? 
-" As for the meafures he was now to take to- 
wards his new difcovered mother, they feemed 
to offer nothing to his view but a maze of dif- 
ficulties. To lay open to her his embaraflp." 
ments, and make a full confeflion of his faults 
and misfortunes, was a tafk his refolution wa.^ 
not equal to, neither did it feem a fit fubjeft 
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to difcourfc with her upon in her prefent ftatt 
of health and fpirits. But how to keep it from 
her was the qucftion; how to ftop fo many 
channels through which the difgraccflil ftory 
might find its way to her, was a point not 
eafily to be determined -, how far Mifs Man* 
ftock might have fprcad her difcovery was 
matter of uncertainty j her . delicacy would 
hardly be brought to continue the fame inti- 
macy with Fanny Claypole as before, and every 
thing was to be dreaded from that young lady's 
flippant flile of talking, who would naturally 
make public the engagement fhe had entered 
yito with him js an applogy eflfential tocher own 
defence; thefe^ and many ather apprehen(ians« 
tliat prefled upon his thoughts^ were rendered 
doubly alarriung, when he took into his cpn* 
^deration the character of Mr. Clayjpdei from 
Kim he had every thing to expeft that a 
jealous, deep-projc£ling fpirit could devifer 
he faw to what extent his infiuence ovqr Sir 
Roger Manftock might be carried; and he had 
po caufe to doubt hun well difpofed to put it 
to the ftretch ibr any o\yt& that he had at 
heart ; befet on all fides with fuch difficuldes^ 
ttd ia a ftreight bom which he (pied no ho^ 

nourabk 
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ttpurabic efcape, it is not to be wondered at if 
his thoughts wavered without any fixt refolve, 
embarrafled and diftreflcd. 

One fmall alleviation Fortune granted him 
by the occupatioa of Ezekiel at this time with 
with his penitent at next door; he was not 
prcfent to interpofe and aggravate with fruit- 
lefs declamations againft the incontinence of 
Sufan May, or the enormous crime of duel* 
ling, which Henry's affair with Captain Crow-' 
bery was fiirc to draw upon himj jwhen behold 
^e whole matter brought to iffue at once hf 
the arrival of Mr.Claypole himfelf now at the 
door of the cottage^ and at this very cnomene 
in ^e uSt of difinouhting from his palfky. 



Chapter III. 



Our ffer^ undergoes a fecond Examination hj a 
'certain Judge^ with whom Confcience has n9 
' '^"Gfnierff* 

^TpUOUGH the reverend gentleman, who, 

^ nom vifited our hero in his humble cot^^. 

tagej was left by us, when laft we attended upoa 

^i^ia the mind to defer this yifit to the next 
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morning, yet fecond thoughts had made hrm 
change that rcfolve, upon the prudent recollec- 
tion of the many interventions a procraftinated 
meafure is expofed to> efpecially when it hangs 
upon the fingle fecurity of a verbal promife, 
extorted as it were by furprize, and noc deli- 
berately given upon judgment and inclination* 
He therefore thought it bell to fteal a mard 
upon difappointment> and without communi- 
cating his intendons to his niece, piiaking only 
^ flight apology to Sir Roger, mounted his 
korfe, and proceeded upon a round trot to the 
village of Crowbery, pondering by. the wajr 
l^pon the meafures he was to take, and the 
language he was to hold, for iecuring the inn 
portant purpofes of his fecrct expedition. 

There was an air of ftudied compolure in 
his firft approaches, with a degree of obfc- 
quious ceremony, that did not efcape the pe* 
netrating obfervation of our hero Henry, who 
immediately aflimilated his f):ile of addrc(s^to 
that of his vilitor, and kept himfelf pn the le- 
ferve. After the ufual falutations had pafled 
ihd repaired between them, Claypole began 
to open his commillion in the following maa<- 
Dcr: 

"I wait upon you, Sir^ on the behalf of 

aa 
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- 4n orphan niece, for whofe happinefs and re- 
hi putation I have all that tender intereft, which, 
is: as a father, I cou'd entertain for an only child. 
«: Mils Claypole, give me leave to fay, is a young 
L lady, on whofe charafter not the flighteft im- 
: putation hitherto hasL been known to reft; 
judge therefore with what exquifitc fcnfibility 
ihc fwls the confequences of laft night's event, 
and with what poignant inquietude flie is now 
waitmg the confirmadon of that promife, 
which alone can heal thofe feelings, and relieve 
her anxious mind from its fufpence: (he is by 
nature endow'd with the warmed affecSbionsj 
thofe affeftions you have gained ; your fine per- 
foiij engaging attentions, and amiable charac- 
ter have made a conqueft of her heart, and 
love, which in colder bofoms ripens by degrees, 
in her- s fprung gp at once to full maturity, and 
g^ve you unequivocal proofs how much you 
^^as beloved and trufted: I will not give the 
name of prudence to a paflion of diis caft; I ' 
muft as a divine and moralift condemn excefs 
in cv.^ry Ihape; even our moft virtuous pro- 
p^nfitics mufl- have bounds fet to their exer- 
tions ; and errors, tho'.arifing from motives the 
moft generous, merit fomc reproof; yet I will 
confeis to you^ that if in any inftance I cou'd 
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find cxcufc for an unbounded confidence, k 
wou'd be in your's, relying, as I do, wirfi fo 
much juftice, on your honour and integrity of 
principle; but. Sir, the virgin fame of an un- 
tainted charaftcr is delicate in the extreme; 
it is a bloflbm flirinking at the blaft, wither- 
ing and drooping with the touch. Thole fond 
unguarded moments, which the fcnfualift calk 
gaUen opportumties, the man of honour ihou'd 
account as facred, and hold die heart, which 
love commits into his hands, as an inviolable 
truft. Now it has fo happened, whether cafually 
or providentially we will not enquire, th^t 
thofe very proofs of confidence and afFcdtion, 
which ipuft have endeared her to you, have 
cxpofcd her to reproach and fhame, and 
.obliged her to fly from the fociety flie was in 
to my folitary parfonage, where Ihe is now 
hiding herfelf in retirement and exclufion fi-om 
all vifitors but yourfclf, anxioufly awaiting the 
completion of your promife to reftore her to 
her reputation, her happinefs, and friends. 
It is not therefore that I harbour any ddubt of 
your good faiths it is not that I can fuppdfe 
you loft to honour, or inftnfible to the beauty, 
fortune and good qualities of my niece, thit 
1 now require a confirmation of your word 61 
* KorvQUt 
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honour from your own lips, but fimply that I 
may be authorized not only to put her in- 
quietude to reft, but alfo to affure Sir Roger 
Manftock, whofe delicacy fufifers great alarni 
by what has pafs'd beneath his roof, that ther^ 
u no call for his remonftrances, nor any infulc 
meditated to a lady under his prote6J:ion, and for 
wKofc redrefs he holds himfelf refponfible." 

Here Claypole ceafed^ and Henry replied te 
follows : — " A very few words. Sir, will fufr 
fice taanfwer all you have been pleas'd to fay. 
I perfedlly well remember what 1 have pro^ 
inis*d to Mifs Claypole; and I want neither 
menaces nor perfuafions to induoe-mcto per- 
form it.** 

"Give me leave then,'* cried Claypole, 
interpofing, " to felicitate you on the pofleffion 
of a lady, whom I have the vanity to fay, the 
beft gentleman in the kingdom might be proi|i 
to call his wife. I boaft not of her fortune, 
.Sir, that is but a fecondary confideration where 
fo many admirable qualities confpire to makj^ 
the union happy j and fortune, perhaps, tho' 
with many the firft objeft, may have loft much 
^f its weight, if any it ever had, in your efteem, 
;£m:e this gte^t acOeSion has fo luckily dQ- 
yoWd upon you," 
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" Truly, Sir," faid Henry in reply, '' Mifs 
Claypole's fortune never weigh'd with me j and 
as for this extraordinary bequeft of Mr. Blach- 
ford*s, which was totally unthought o^ 'ds 
evident froni the recenqr of the event, that it 
cou'd never be in contemplation of that lady at 
the moment of our engagement. It was, as 
you obfcrve, a lucky call of chance, and there- 
fore, I conceive, whether I may or may not be 
benefited by it, it does not regularly come into 
queftion between you and mt.** 

"Not as a principal, perhaps, but collateral- 
ly it does; it gives you means which you wa$ 
unprovided with before, and therefore, as a 
friend foon to be connefted with you in a near 
degree, you cannot wonder if I feel a livdy 
intereft in an event fo calculated to promote 
your happinefs." 

" Right, Sir," refumed Henry ;'* it will pro- 
mote myhappinefs,as all things muft that pleafe 
me on refleftion, and enable me to fay within 
myfelf, I have fulfilled the golden rule of doing 
as I wou'd be done by." 

** That is indeed," faid Claypole, grave- 
ly, " the great rule of Chriftian equityj 
but I muft own I do not at this time exadly 
fee. your application of it^ for I ihou'd fup 

pofc 
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pofe th^ point of confcience rather lies with 
Blachford than with you/* 

*' I rather think ic lies with both; an aft of 
confcience which we Iharc between tjs." 

" I comprehend you now lefs than I did 
before," quoth the biaffled interrogators "will 
you be pleased to explain to me ?*' 

*' In one fingle wordi Mr. Blachford has a 
fon." 

Claypole ftarted, threw himfelf back in his 
chair, and ftriking his hands together, after *be 
fafhion of his patron Sir Roger, exclaimed— 
** Well, Sir, a fonl what then? fome baftard 
we'll fuppofe." 

*' And if we do fuppofe it fuch, what then ?'* 
laid Hcfnry, retorting his words rather acrimd- 
nioufly,; and pretty nearly in the fanie key and 
cadence. ^ \ 

Claypole paufedj he recpltefted.. probably 
the point his queftion hor^ j^4:hominemy an4 
cooly anfwered> that the law did not acknow-* 
ledge perfons of that defcription. • u 

" But'yo^.and I-are neither pfys lawyers," 
replied our j2ero,,foftening his maimer 2 " You 
are a divine, a qioralift profeft, and as for. me^ 
poor altho* I am, and pcpbab^y in die-\vcry 
%nc:^redic^pf)fm wi^h the foix of natjirci Y^^ 
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I wouM fain afpirc to copy that great' rule 6f 

Chriftian equity appro vM by yon, and fliew 

;that I am not wanting in a fenfe of honour 

towards others^ noiefs than towards Mifs Glay- 

pole." 

*' Still 1 am puzzled,** rejoined Claypole^ 
^' to comprehend your meaning: you tell mc 
BlachfordJiaiia fon. You have not told mc 
that he means to leave him his eftate*** 

*^' iPerrtttt mc firft to a(k what you wou'd 
4Bounfclrhim^ to do, had you his confcience ia 
your xare**^ 

**^ That isa queftioftformyfclf, not him: T 
tinderftood that you ^^as made his heir bjr 

** An*lb I am/* 6id Henry ;^^ but my 
ViH muft be confenting to th^ execution of tht 
ideedjt 

-^ And i«4iat<ihou*d hinder it? 'Tis an atone- 
gnent* for a murderous attempt : he beftowfr 
Cfpon you M^ fortunci he ibught to€ake awaj^ 
yourJifc.** 

** He gaw life-to this innocent.** 

** Some b^gar's brati perhaps: Blachfbrdt 
wa^ very low in his aniours : a StadUl proviGxm 
finay fuffice for fuch an one/' 

^ But I^** laid Henry, * am no ipn of 
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Blachford'sj L covet not Hsgpld: 1 canfor-» 
give my enemy without a bribe> but I cstrmot 
ftrip thecluld of its inheritance to purchafethe 
world's weakh; I caiindt do it ; and I think 
you do not wi& to Tee me rich oa fuch con«^ 
ditions.V 

To this the reverend vifitor replied, " I 
fliouM have thought, young genden>an^ that 
you. had felt the fmart of poverty Sufficiently to 
warnyjou from encountering it afreih : an un^ 
cpnnedled being in the world may be romantic 
^ his own expence, but you are not this be- 
ing i you have claims upon you nearer, I Ihou'd 
fiippofe, and dearer to you, than this brat of 
Blachford, which poffibly fome hufley fathers 
Qn him falfely^^andl am unwilling to believe 
you ferioufly intend to throw gpod fortune 
from you, when you fo happily might fliai e it 
with a well-beloved wife." 

«^ ilad that lady ever had a fhare in it/' 
Kf^^d Henry, " or had diat fortune ever beea 
but hinted at rs a contingency within the fcopc 
q[ (peculation, L Ihou'd have fomething to 
Account for ; but you muft be confcious how 
very recently this thing has dropt upon mei 
2ipd tha]^>it isran unlookt for opportunity of 
ic^g jyjl at mf Qwn coft i no other perfon 
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has a part- in what I facrifice; and what is that 
man's honefty, which does not reach beyond 
his intereft? If wc do well, and fufFer for it, 
that fervice is acceptable. This being a chrif- 
tian principle, I cannot doubt but it is your's/* 

At thefc words the reverend perfonage af- 
llimed a look of more than ordinary gravity, 
in which 'tis poflible fome mixture of wrath 
might be difcerniblc, and thus made anfwer 
•— " It is not now a queftion what my piiii- 
ciples may be, but what your's are, and I fuf- 
peft that, under a romantic idea of juftice to 
others, you forget the juftice due to yourfelf 
and thole conneftcd with you. If you can 
lavifh Blachford's whole eftate away at a 
ftroke, what fecurity have I that you wou*d not 
ferve Mifs Claypole's in the like manner, was 
it in your power? Such principles as thefe 
are dangerous to the peace and proiperity of 
families, and you cannot wonder ifi. in point of 
prudence, I am fomewhat ftagger'd: he that 
enriches beggars may make rich fdks pbbr. 
What will my Lady Crowbcry fay to this pro- 
ceeding ?" 

" I have not a(k*d her.'* 

" But it will much import you fo to do. 
This fortune wou'd have made you iridepcn- 
-♦ ^' dent: 
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dent : you have now nothing to lodk to but 
her favour; and, how is k certain, when this 
bufinefs fhall be known, Ihe.may not think fir 
to withdraw it ? 'Tis right at leaft: that her 
intentions Ihou'd be underftood bcfoxe we ven- 
ture further. You have alfo been engag'd iiv 
a duel with a relation of Lord Crowbery's, 
Thefe are altogether fuch proceedings as may 
Caufe a change of fentiment in your patronefe 1 
and what then becomes of my poor niece ? I 
muft. be certified from that noble perfonagc 
herfclf in what light Ihe regards this moll ex* 
traordinary meafure/' 

To this Henry replied—" If you aft fole- 
ly for yourfelf in this affair, Mr. Claypole, you' 
will aft folely from your own judgment ; if for 
your niece, you will probably confult her 
wifhes before you take a ftep fo totally fub- 
verfiveof the whole tranfaftion, as your refc^^ 
fence to Lady Crowbery wou'd be." 

"I don't underftand you. Sir ; did you pro* 
pofe to marry without her confent ?" 

^ I certainly had not pledg'd her confent in 
my promife, and did not therefore engage 
more than myfdf to th^ performance of it. 
If Mils Claypole accepts that pronlile, my 

C 3 honour 
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honcnar Is attachfd to it, and I hold miacrc^i 
4f it is rcfcrrM to iLady Crowbcry, tny refpon-^ 
fibility is taik^n off, and I fhall aft'hy her dei 
ci£on. I :hold it as a point of honour to 
Mife Olaypole, thus to ftate it to you i the al* 
ilcrnitiye is before you/' 

Mr. Claypole paufed for refledion, and their 
^fe^anded, "How wou^d you advife us tx> 
proceed, \vhen it appears that you have no* 
thing to depend upon but the eventual bounty 
and protedion of the Lady Crowbery ? But 
. there is yet another thmg,^' iddc^ he^ ** to bt 
explained : you informed my friend Sir Roger 
Manftock by a let^r whidi I iaw, that you 
was going out to fea with Captain Cary i I 
truft you have no thoughts of that.'' 

" Pardon me, Sirj fuch is my fuD inteiv- 
tlon.'^ 

<• Is that confiltenrfi/Vcrieda^^poIc,/^ with 
your promife to my niece ?^* 

•^ Perfcftly fo > flie will haye no caiife' td 
compUin of k.** 

^ But wiH Sir Roger Maaftock, think you, 
not oppofe his ne][^w'a taking you on board 
his Ship, under fiich circumftances i" 

" I fliou'd much fear he wilV replied 

Henry, 



Hfnrsr, '^ if you exert your influence to dif- 
pofc him fo to do i in that cafe 1 muft take fonie 
«cher means." 

** Thea you are refok'd at all events to 
to.- 

'' I am.^ 

•*^ And what to do, permit me to inquire ?"^ 

*' I hope/* faid Henry, '* yoti will not 
prefs me on that queftion, feeing we do rtot 
treat entirely upon confidence $ had we ifo 
done, I fhou'd hold nothing back* The affair 
is now entrreiy widi Mifs Claypolcf in her 
bands I depofit my v honour an4 my dcftiny^ 
if flic accepts them unconditionally '\s they 
yrjGct pledgM, flie has then a right to be in.. 
form'd of my intentions i if hot, the fccret 
dwells with me." 

Claypol^forcfaw that here the conference 
muft cmi* ^ That fecret," he replied, *' majp 
^ly be gjyfs^d at," — Then added in con-r 
iplitfipn— *' rih^l make true report of what 
you tell me to my niece*'* 
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Chapter IV. 

^i^e Deem of the- Judge without ' Confcie 
reverjed. 

TV/IR. Claypole had rifen from his feat 
■*'■*' was upon the point of departing, 
Ezekiel bolted into the room with una 
tomed alacrity, and running up to our 5 
hero, threw his arms about his neck : cur 
or fome deeper motive, fixed the reverei 
fitor to the fpot, and the animated ^nth 
who probably did not know there was a 
perfon prefent, proceeded to cry out 
ccftatic tone— *^ Henry ! my fon ! my chile 
glorious generous boy ! may Heaven ft 
down its bleflings on your head ! 'Come t 
heart, for it runs over with afFeftiwi foi 
No>no, Lcannot part from you i I never ^ 
will work for you^ pray for you^ nay, b 
Lord, I will fight for you/* — Having, 
he uttered thefe laft words, quittecj his 
brace, to put himfelf in a martial att 
correfpondent with the fentiment, he ci 
eyes upon the perfon of the looker-on — * 
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der favour, reverend Sir/' he faid, ^' I proteft' 
I did not advert to your perfon being prefent : 
Mr. Claypole, or I am miftaken/' 

" The fame," cried Claypole, *' at your 
fervice." 

" Not hj worthy Sir," rejoined Ezekiel, 
" you fcrve no human mafter; arid I hail the 
happy chance that brings you hither to parr 
take of that delight, that chriftian joy and ex- 
ultation, which your heart muft feel, as 
preacher of the word of truth and charity, 
to fee this youth, a ftripling in the race that is 
fet before us, outftcp all competitors, and feize 
the glorious goal of vidory over Mammon, 
and all his fordid, lucre loving, filthy worlhip- 
pers, at an age green in experience, grey, thank 
Heaven, in virtue, charity and every chrif- 
tian grace ! Yes, reverend Sir, you muft 
furely rejoice and be glad,,inafnnucb as our 
friend Henry now appertaineth to your flock j 
and report ipeaks loudly of you as of a faith- 
ful paftor in Chrift, and I your poor fellow 
fcrvant. and follower at due dift^nce, venerate 
you therefore^ How then muft your pious 
ix)fom glow to fee that this our friend has fa- 
crific'd a noble fortune to his love of jufticc, 
rcjcftcd treaiures pour'd into his lap \ treafurts 
• C 5 \ ^^KiX 
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that migh^ hav^ tempted hcrmiti from their 
cells, to favc the finncr's foul, and dear Ms 
-tonfcience for the gr^at account. * There is 

* that maketh himfelf rich, yet hath nothing ; 

* there is that maketh himfelf poor, yet hath 

* g)peat riches,* feith the wife matt. Behold 1 
-Ais( good deed hath our young man done ; and 
ycrily, he Ihall have great ridies in the true 
fcnfc of the proverb : he hath not taken away 
Ae inheritance of the poor deftitute ; he hath 
not f»hh^d the children's children of their 
br^ad, therefore he (halt have an inheritance 
ouiongft the children of light. I have thh 
iriftant left the couch of the dying mahj 1 
|)ronounce him a true penitent; the thorns, 
that lurk'd within his pillow, thy hand, my 
Henry, hath drawn j his death will be eafy; his 
foirit wilt expire in bleflings ; his child is now 
his heir; the will is clos'd, and he longs to dafp 
him in his arms 2 the poor deluded wench, 
whom his bafe arts feduc'd, the widow's only 
child, will now be -comforted, and vhen Fve 
fet before her eyes the loathfomencfs of fin in 
proper colours, I have good hope fhe'U tread 
Ifce paths of purity hereafter i at Icaftihc fliatt 
not want for exhortatfens on my part; tht 
4au£^]r 9f our friendly widow May fhaB 

t ^ot 
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not be loft for latk of Ipiritiial aflifbmce and 

•* How*s this?'* excUumed Claypofe, turn* 
ing himfelf towards Henry; *^ Is Sufan May 
the mother of a Ion by Blachford ? and has the 
daughter of my friend Sir Roger Manftock 
been harbouring a ftrumpet in her fervice J'* 

" A ftrumpet do you call hfer V^ cried Eze* 
kiel. " Reverend Sir, I pray you be advised 
more truly; I do ^pronounce Sufan May to 
be no ftrumpet, albeit the mother of this 
babe; for virtue undermm'd by artifice, or vio- 
lated by force, is virtue not the lcls> and cha- 
rity will give it its true name, with pity and 
Cbmpaffion fuper-added. Your Matter, re- 
verend Sir, and mine, condemned not her that 
was taken even in adultery itfelf ; ihall we, 
forgetting his divine benevolence, condemn 
this damfel, lacrific'd by treachery, divefted ot 
refkibn by die operation of feducing and intoxi- 
cating potions, and then thrown infenfible antl 
mrefiftingon the impure couch of the ^efiler? 
Forbid it^ charity 1 that you, or I, or ^ny ond 
of ckriflian training, Ihou'd call that guiltleis 
&t&rtr a ftrumpet,'* 

I Claypole had heard enough; confounded, 
Itit, iad^aantj he now ftai;t^ from his feat, 
;.j - C $ -^gw 
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VLfiA fnatching up his hat, whifpered a few words 
to Henry ; and then darting an angry look at 
honed Daw, haftily departed. 



Chapter V. 



Our Hero is admitted to an unexpeSled' 
Conference. 

"^XJ H I L S T this was pafling in the cot- 
tage. Captain Crowbery, after his ren- 
contre with Henry, had returned to die caftle, 
and in a converfation with his coufin the Vif- 
count had done juftice to the fpirited beha- 
viour of his antagonift, relating the grounds 
of their quarrel, the words that had pafled at 
their meeting, and all the particulars corife- 
quential of it. Now it fo happened,* that the 
peer wa"s confcious of being as deq> in the 
plot of the prels-gang as his kinfman, but he 
was not confcious of the fame courage to face 
the refentment of our hero : the ftory, there- 
fpre, caufed certain perturbations in his Lord-, 
fliip's mind not altogether agreeable, and he 
became cxtremdy anxious to be aflured that 

the 
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cfa the afikir was made up fo completdy^ th^t no 

at after-^reckonings could be ftarted> which he 

Wmfclf might be called upon to account for* 
Nothing humbles fome people's jride io much 
as fear; jhe pride of Lord Crowbery hardly 
ftooped to any other corrector. On the pre- 
fent occafion, it was thoroughly brought down 
by more fears than one, for the Captain had 
brought the news of Henry '-s being he|r to 
Blachford, which not only cut up his Lord- 
Ihip's interefted expeftations from that quarter, 
but brought to his recoUeiftion certain papers 
and correlpondences in the pofleffion of the 
faid teftator, which would naturally fall into 
the hands of his executor, and difclofe matters 
very inconvenient to his Lordfhip to have re- 
vealed. How to get thefe out of Henry's 
re^ch was now the queftion; he had called 
frequently at thefick man's door for that pur- 
pofc, but had never been admitted i and to 
thefe documents, if they were yet in exiftence, 
not only his reputation, but what was dearer to 
him ftiU, his perfonal fafety, was cpnipiittei^. 

It was now that he regretted his former 
haughty treatment of our hero; he felt him-* 
felf the dupe of Blachford, and perceived that 
he had pradifed upon his jealoufy with no 
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other tiew but to ferve his own revengeful 
purpoitfs> and engage him as a party in his 
plots againft an inn6<^ent inan% Nay> it is C6 
be ptefumcd,. he was not quit^ proof againft 
the many inftanccs of Henry's honourable 
condu6t i and the impfcffion Captain Crowbery 
had now received of our hero's behaviour wa* 
fuchy as hud made a total dus^nge in his fenti^ 
ntents, and that ^ndeman was now become 
as zealous an advocate and admirer» as before 
he was an enemy and a perfecutor of Henry* 
Lord Crowbery, who had motives not quit(t 
To honourable, but not lefs eogefit, fof making 
his peace with our hero, lefnt a willing Cat to 
the. commendatiorts that his cooAn beftowed 
upon him, and declared himfelf fo fully con^ 
vinced that he had been betrayed by Blachferi^ 
into grouttdlefs jealottfies and fufpidioftS;, that 
he propofed invitbg him to bis hoiife, and in^ 
bulging him with a vifit to his bene&<9{rei$ 
upon the eve of her departure, as a token of 
his entire reconciliation, and 10 do aWay, by 
this mark of his confidence, all thofe r^oni 
that had been circulated agaMt fh^ reptitation 
cf his Lady. 

This propolal being heartily feconded by 
ihe Captain, Lord GroWbery immediately re^ 

paired 



pifGi to the chamber of his Ltdjr, aiid ape 
proachmg her widi a mild and graciew look^ 
he began by aflUring her-thot he had endrtlf 
and for ever difmifled every rdic oF un*- 
kindnefs and fuTpidon from his mind i that ht 
was lenGble he had been led into errof^ and 
alarmed without reafon as co her partiality i^ 
Henry; fiiat he fiiw it now not only in thfj 
moft innocent but moft amiable lights and he 
wiflied her to perfift in the prote^on of one 
fo well defefving. Left fhe Ihould doubt the 
lincerity of his converfion to an c^pmion (6 
diredly oppofite to wh^t he had lately held, he 
repeated^ in (hort, the fubftaaice of the conver- 
fadon he had juft had with his kinfman, and 
concluded by ^ing, diat as he was perfqaded 
(he muft wi(h to fee Henry, and to take leave 
of lum before her departure, he propofed, 'with 
her confent, to fend for him to his houfe, where 
ftle herfelf fhould be a wimefe of die recep* 
tion he wouW give him. . 

Lady Crowbery heard this propoial widi a 
ienfatidti of pleafure not entirely clear frorh 
fofpicion of its fincerity^ yet as ihe could rea- 
dily comprehend fome itafons that her Lord 
might have for altering his tone at leaft, if not 
his ten^pcT) (lie was not b^vi^afd to embrace 
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ic with as good a grace aa fbe waa capable of 
^fluming. Few favours couW be lefs ex- 
jJefted than that of her being permitted to 
vifit Manftock houfe ; this was an indulgence 
far beyond all hope or conjefture, yet, as fhc 

♦owed the.firft to the influence of Mr. L , 

ffie might alfo be indebted to him, jointly with 
•Captain Crowbery> for thiftifurther inftance of 
a revolution, either real or aflfefted, in the con^ 
dudt and opinions of her Lord : and now the 
Captain with much alacrity undertook to be 
the bearer of a very civil invitation to our her^ 
wi the part erf* the V ifcount, . requefting him 
forthwith to. repair to the Caftle> where Lady 
Crowbery was cxpedling his arrival. 

He obeyed the fummons, and being pre- 
pared for a kind reception by the Captain, 
who accompanied him from the cottage, he 
was uflicred without delay to the chamber of 
his mother, where my Lord was waiting, and 
with as much addrefs as he was mafter of, wel- 
comed him to his houfe, faying, that he hoped 
all former mifunderftandings would.be for- 
gotten, and that they, might be good friends 
and neighbours in all future time. To this 
Henry made a prgper reply in the fame ftile 
of civility, and approached towards Lady 

Crowbery, 
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Crowbery, to pay her his refpefts filently and 
cautioufly, with a tender look of pity and at- 
tention. Her languid but ftill lovely counte-. 
nance cut him to the heart; the change her 
frame and features had undergone lince lad he 
few her was too vifible. Turning from a fpec- 
tacle fb affefting, he faid,— ^*^ It is very kind 
in you, my Lord, to allow me to pay this me- 
lancholy duty to my bencfaftrefs ; 'cis gene- 
rous to have this confideration for one, who, 
with all the pureft fentiments of gratitude to 
the oiily friend he has in lifc^ is tow at length 
permitted to approach her: I humbly thank 
you for this great indulgence.** 

His voice could execute no more-^not a 
word was attempted by the mother. — ^^ V\\ 
leave you to yourfelves," faid Lord Crow- 
,bery, *' a:nd give orders that you fhall not be 
difturbedj your time and privacy fhalL be 
your own." 

The door was fhutj' his ftep was heard 
upon the ftairsj nature was freed from all re- 
ftraint; Henry dropt on his knee, and bathed 
his mother's^ hand with tears.— r" My fon, my 
(bn!"was ?dl that (he could utter. To at- 
tempt the recapitulation of this tender dia^ 
k^ue would be in vain, for words can ill dcr 
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fcribc a fcerte like thisj and he muft' beaif 
aftor rarficr than author, tto ean fgivc life x» 
rcprefcntatives of fon iaftd mother in fuciv 
touching fitoations. The matter, not the 
manner, lies within my powers* Henry im- 
parted to her his plan of meeting her at 1^ 
bon, by the fatotir of Captain Gary, bqW tip* 
on the pointof faffing.— *** Did fhe a|p|)rove of 
his fo doing ?" — She moft highly approved of 
ic, and warmly recommended it, for reafon^ 
intcrefting to him, no fcfs than to herfdf : Ihe 
had rcyaeiyed a verbal xntin^aition, tbrbugh t^ 
ccttiiidential chanliel, from his &ther> Mr* DoWk 
poer, avowing himfelf the perifi»n *who ha^ 
ttvtt her the ring as a token of h^s af£b£tioifate 
remembrance of her, and faithful adherence ta 
bis firft vows, through nfxany years of^him^i^ 
and a long courfe of varibus^ adveiU^ireSi/thftt^ 
be ftill confidered Jaimfe}f as her htiA>aad ih 
hearty and hearing with the deep^ft coop^a 
that her cafe was fucbas ftnadc it neceffaf J^ ibr 
her to refort to LiA)on, he had determined to 
iaften thither himfelf un rite hope that h«r 
might be permitted there to dcv^e his b6* 
nourable atteaitions to her fervke, and a^^ 
prove himfeif ftifl gratefiilly impreflfcd with: 
that pure^ but ardent attachmeiitj. which no 

abfcncc 
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tebfence had been able to abate> smd whicfh to 
ttie laft hour of life he fliould unalterably rc^ 
tain. 

This intelligence was in all refpefts moft 
iadsfa<5l:ory to Htnry, who had now a certain^^ 
ty of his father being living, and a fair profpefk 
of retrieving his late difappointment, by ^ 
fpeedy meeting. We fhall not be minute in 
detailing all that was faid by the refpeftivc 
parties upon this interefting topic, nor fhali 
we be more particular in ftating what pafled 
letzween »tbcm on die fiitgeft of Blachford'a 
win 4 It may fuffice to fay, thait Henry's di& 
imereftodoreokinciadon of thebequeft^ in favour 
of a natoral heir, met with fall approbation 
and appkufe from his generous mother, wha 
concluded her remarks upon the ; traniaftion^ 
kfj dedaring, that from the lirft moment (he 
had heard of it, (he had never cordially tc^ 
iJtiacflcd hcrfelf to the drcmnfkanoc of her 
fell's .being made heir to a fbrtuhe To amiaflfed 
aad fotdevifedy whidi not ooiy robbed him of 
the o-edk of fot^iving a repentant enemy* 
freely and uncofiditionally, but which would 
probably involve him in trouble ajid per- 
j*?x!ty, and fet him fordi. to the wodd under 
a fiifpicion of foul dealing, which ihe coul4 
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t\pt bear to have his charafter expofed to, and 
be made a topic for derraftion, for the mer^ 
worldly advantages of ftepping into a man's 
fortune, who bore no other relation or alliance 
to him, than as one, who having been his 
enemy and intentional affaflin, had by a death- 
bed repentance been converted to a friend 
and unexp^fted benefedor. It was therefore 
with the moft heartfelt fatisfaftion Ihe faw 
hira endowed with Ipirit to judge* and aft fo 
confonantly to her feelings, without any ad- 
vice on her part, or any knowledge on his of 
the extent of her intentions towards him, 
which, fhe would now inform him, were no 
lefs than to bequeath him. the whole and entire 
eftate of her father, which by will fee was iitr 
vetted with ; a property fo ample> that the fu- 
perftuous bequeft of Mr. Blachford was n6 
lopger worth a thought. 

This led her to Ipcak of Sir Roger, in whofc 
hands fee had lodged her will ; and after ca^ 
quiring of her fon how he had palled bis time 
^t Manftock Houfe, with a view to difcover 
what the ftate of his heart was towards the 
fair Ifabella, turning to him with a look of 
maternal affeftion, fee faid— " Ah ! my be- 
loved Henry, wou'd you know the firft and 

warmcft 
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warmeft wifli of yoiir fond mother's heart, 
it is that you may gain an intereft with that 
lovely girl, fo form'd to make you happy : 
I know her to be fo devoted to her .father, as 
^ to have profeft certain rcfolutions, which I hold 
to be romantic; and Lean well believe it rtiuft 
t)e a lover of no common qualities, that can 
induce her-to forego them 5 but as y(}u can- 
not in your prefent unacknowledged charafter 
hope to engage the confent of my uncle, nor 
honourably make known your real pretenfions 
to Ifabeila herfclG I have that ^perfeft truft 
in her honour, that I am ready to confide to 
h^r atone the j£€fet of your being my fon, if 
you can give me hope there is that difpofition 
in her, which, upon this difcovery, might be 
improved to your advantage : tell me there- 
fore with lincerity How you ftand in her good 
graces, and to-morrow, when (he and I are 
alone at Manftock, I will be your advocate, 
and throw myfelf upon her candour for your 
lake." 

" Heaven blefs you for your goodnefs !** 
cried Henry ^ " how can I ever thank you a& 
I ought? What can I fay or do, or undertake 
for your fake, that may but in the Icaft degree, 
demonftrate to you my gratitude for all your 
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bounties ? Let riie attempt fome, aft of duty# 
Ithich no fon has ever yet afpir'd to! let roe 
forbear to diink of love and Ifabella^ whilft 
your life, fo dear to me above all earthly blef- 
fingSy hangs in this. dangerous fulpence. I wili 
not' fufFer any other thought to lodge withia 
my heart: Oh! my beloved honoured mother^ 
kt me devote myfclf to you alone/' 

Here he again caft himfelf at her feet, whUft 
(be threw her arms about his neck and prefled 
hiin to her bofom ;-r-*' My fon ! my foul !'* 
ihe cried, *' this tranfport of affedion is a 
cordial to your fick mother, that gives her a 
new life: ypur love revives me, my dear 
diild, zhd feems to animate my languid frame 
with health and ftrength. Is it not fit that I 
flu>uld live for him that gives mc life ? And now, 
my Ion, without more queftioning» I haVe found 
you out ; your heiart is in my fight ; t fee the 
lovely Ifabella has poffeffion of it. Ho^it 
fliou'd it be otherwife ? How fliouid fuck 
beauty, modcfly, good fenfe, and fwectneli 
fail to gain theafFedions of a foul congeniid 
130 her own? You love her, Henry, and as it 
is not in your nature to prevaricate, it is not. 
in your nature to deny iC\ 

At this niQiaaeni: Zacfaar}r Clawdle.eticered 

thB 



BENRX. 4f 

•ftfe apftrtmcut^ bearing in his hand a phiali 
which, although its coatefit$ were of a rcftora* 
tive quality, we doubt if his patient was not 
rnofe annoyed by his interrupdon* th^ pra« 
fifed by his tordiaJ. 
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W^ Conftnnuh interrupted^ refamed, mid em^ 
duded. 

^TpHOUGH Zaohary was inforaied that 
■ Henry was wkh his patient, and knew, 
without being infornned, that the minutes of 
their privacy were extremely, precious, yet as 
faq was fixt in the opinion that all things ought 
to give way to medicine and method, he did 
not permit any fcrupjes to ftop Mm, as foon 
as ever the clock gave notice that the four - 
lic»ir9 draught was in turn , to be repeated*^ 
In this inftance however, the feelings of the 
fim did not entirely correfpond with thofe of 
ij)e mother, and the interruption that gave 
pw to heri was. to him a fenfible relief^ for 
ia this iwterv^ of tinae be bad fo, far recolle<aed 
\m!b^ as ta.be {a-epared agaioft the dilemma^ 
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to which he was now driven with refpeft to 
Ifabella. Tlic firft caution, that occurred to 
his thoughts, was to divert Lady Crowbery 
from her propofal of divulging the fecret of 
his birth to Mifs Manftock, or taking any 
meafures with that young lady for interefting 
her in his favour, efteeming it unfair that any 
attempt fhould be . made on hej; afFeftions on 
his behalf, circumttanced as he was with re- 
fpeft^ to Fanhy Claypole: the next thing 
that ftruck him, was the propriety of hold- 
ing back frorn his' mother the vexatious em- 
barrafTment he was involved in with the lady 
laft mentioned, at leaft till the refult of her 
uncle's report, and her refoluiions thereupon, 
were made known to him. From the language 
lately held by Mr. Claypole he ftill nourifhed 
a faint hope chat it was poflible he might be 
fet loofe from his unfortunate engagement, 
an emancipation that he would have thought 
cheaply purchafed by the facrifice of Blach- 
ford's legacy j and in this interim, why was 
he to be the firft to publifh an affair not over 
delicate in the recital, and certainly not very 
reputable to the lady in qucftion ? If he was 
difmiffed, the, leaft he could do was td keep 
his own fecret i if not, it became his^ iritereft^ 
4 t« 
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tonphold her reputation by all the means in 
Us power : he therefore prudently determined 
not to open himfelf on this painful and afflift- 
ii^ fubjedl* 

No fooner had the punftual man of nne- 
icine left them at liberty to rcfume their 
converfation* than Henry, taking up the fub- 
jeft where Lady Growbery had left it, ad-- 
dreffed himfelf to her as foUows : — " I fhouM 
be aCham'd of prevarication in your prefence, 
more efpecially as you declare that my heart 
is fin your fight, wiiich that it may deferve 
to be, both now and for ever, it behbres mc 
to keq) it clear from diffimulation and hy- ' 
pocrify: I am flattered therefore, when you 
fay that you difcern in it affedbion and eftctm 
for the lovelieft and moft amiable of her (ex, 
as I muft own you wou -d have reafon to tiira 
away your ;cyes with loathing and avcrfioa 
had yoii fewnd it unempafliQn'd by her chai^^ 
or infenfitfe to her perleaioiis^ Bleft indeed 
RHiftbethe nnan whovCbtiM boaft^efthe^ 
fcflioja of a heart like her% aad whoTe pre- 
teefiom .nught be fanftion'd by her father^$ 
free confent; but as I hdd inyfejf excluded 
from all dmncc of fiach a bleffmg, and arti 
pcrfuadcd that flpy^ d^ny is othcrwife dirciS- 

Voi^. III. D ^^^ 
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cd, I do moft eameilly imf^ore my kkid and 

generous mother, not only not to let the fecrct 

of my birth, and the top liberal difpofition of 

herfortune, pafs her lips, but alfo to refrain (com 

moving the foft heart of IfebcUa in my fevour; 

let that fweet nature be at peace, nor ftir her 

any fardier to a thou^tof me, than as of one 

who knows himfelf unworthy her regards, 

.apd hopelelsly admires and honours her. If 

I had ever ai^ place in her afFeftions, let it 

^wcar out by ahf(^ce; let me, like her, devote 

jnyfelf to filial duty, and then, although our 

objc6U are afike, our deflinations will be widely 

apart: Lisbon and Manftock Houfe will 

make a ch^m between us, over which I hope 

no J5gh; xrf her's will iever pafs. That yon 

i>elicve nje worthy fuch a bleffing is an 

hgnour above dl^fncrit ; that you would rifque 

yqur fccret, and engage yourfclf to plead for 

mf to liabpDb, is a mark of your benevolence, 

fof whiif^h, I (am.; even bound to ydu^ but I / 

mpft fc3j£Dp%:im^ fer the prefent ta 

withoJdifo'* fi^ 

*' Well, jmy ^ar Henry,'' the tender mother 
replied^ f* J^ll ngi; go counter to yourwiihes> 
but giveyou credit for the principle on which 
you a£)r, t^W^ X conjfefi JQV^ pU2zk> ind fuf-- 

I .: ; friae 



f)rizc Tilt : rcafons I muft fuppofe yeu have, 
more than yau think it heedful t6 cfifplay j alid 
as I have firm reliance on yovir reftitudd of 
thought and conduft, I *^ill not embarrais you 
with any queffions on this point. Are. we to 
meet atManftock Houfe ?** 

*^ With yoiir pcrteiffion, no: I look'to joid 
die fliip to-morrow." 

"I hope you liave no farther differences to 
adjuft with Captain Crowbcry^*' 

** None/* replied Henry ; ^'abfolutcly none, 
upon my honour; I am in perfeft reconcilia- 
tion with that gentlemkni and hold myfcif foP 
ever bound 16 teftify to his moft honoiii-ablc 
and manly behaviour in an affair, where I was 
much too warm/* 

" H^ve you anything in commifEoh for' 
me to fay to my uncle ?'* <■ ^ ■■ 

^ Nothing, but niy moft grateful thanks 
for all his gbodnefs/* • 

^ And what to Ifabella V' 

"Oh! my dear Madim," exclaimed Henry, 
« why that queftion? Let^nte conceive- b' 
fflence, but not vent thofe'wiflies eVeri in a 
whifper: afk me not what to Ifefefellaj my 
whole foul is her's, yet wou'd my tongue be 
the vcricft traitor to the taufe of honour and 
P 4 VvV\TOW\\Vj;> 
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humanity, were it to tell her how I doat upoM 
her. By the love you bear me, I conjure 
you do not kt her knpw the infolent confef- 
lionj which your fydden queftion has drawn. 
from me: /<will ruin me for ever in her 
thoughts, if (he Ihou'd hear that I prefume fo 
ipuchias but tx> name her, though it were in 
my prayers/' 

♦^ What is this you tcU me ?'* Ihe cried. 
** Now, Henry, now I own you roufe my cu- 
riofity to know what thought fo dreadful har- 
bours, in your heart. What have you done 
to ruin yourfelf with Ifabella ? Confefs, for the 
afarm is terrible -, furely, my fon, furely your 
paffion has not mafter'd your refpeft." 

** Juft Heaven renounce me, if in thought 
I could ofiFend againft fuch purity ! No, 
Madam," he cried, "no, your fon is not a 
favage j and if I were, her virtue wou'd re- 
ftrain and awe the wildeft and the worft of 
natures." 

" Wh^t then," faid (he, " reduces you to 
ho|d this language ? 'Tis not mere refpeft 
thzt dli&Btes to you words like thofe you 
u^er*dith?rnoft humble fuppliqant, nay, 
Henry, ;hc moft abjed felf-cQnvided offender 

wou'd 
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w6u*d not fo addrefs himfelf to any humait 
being." 

'' What have I faid ?" refumcd he : '' Oh T 
that I could rccal my words ^ but you will 
not releafe then>: What can I fay ? Muft I 
co/ifefs to you I have offended Ifabelk paft 
redemption ? Shock'd her chafte eyes, revolted 
her pure nature 5 not indeed in her own per- 
fon ; that were to fin as it were againfl Heaven ; 
but in the perfaa of another, far, far different, 
alas! from her. There let me flop 5 prel> 
me no ferthcr I conjure you ; let her divulge 
the reft; and if fhc does, defend me not, dear 
mother, but tell her I am confciencc-fmitten, 
fclf-condemn'd, and punifliM mbre than ever 
wretch was punifh'd, in the lofs. of h<r 
cftcem." 

^* If I did not perfuadc myfelf," fhe replied, 
" that you are incapable of any thing that's 
grofsly wrong, I fhould be truly wretched; 
but as I am lirm in that perfuafion, and fatis- 
fied by your aflbrance that the offence does 
not perfonally affcft my ccufin Ifabella, I will 
not believe that you need abfolutely to defpair 
of pardon: I guefs ic is fome giddy boyifh 
fcrape, which you have fallen into, and I can 
alfo guefs with whom i but lovers ufe ftrong 

- D 3 \3CCi^^.aji 
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language when they ^^eak of their quarrels, 
and I can allow a great deal for your extra- 
ordinary ienfibili^ ; a frown, a pout, apettiih 
word can make ftrange havoc with a heart 
feeling and fond as your's ; but Ifabella will 
for^ve you ; take my word for it, Henry, I 
ihall find, a (ok moment to make your peace> 
and lend you a full pardon, upoa proper fub-^ 
million and atonement." 

Henry had by this time coUe&ed his 
thoughts fufficiendy to fee the dan§^r into 
which he had been furprized, and how &r he 
had outftept difcretion in this unguarded de- 
claration of his paflion; he was riicrefore eager 
to avail himfelf of the opening, which his 
mother's temperate anfwer gave him, for 
drawing back in time to fave himfelf, 'withoilt 
committing Fanny Claypole 5 and though^ it 
was pretty clear that Lady Crowbery's fuf- 
piqion pointed at Sufan May, yet as (he was 
not dircftly named, and time would quickly 
ferve for him to clear her charafter, he ac- 
quiefced in the deception, and was filenf. 

It was now time to put an end to their con- 
ference; but before this took place, he was 
fain to compound for a releafe from all further 
enquiries, by proniiGng to remain where he 

1 was 
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was during the whole of the next day, when 
he was to hold himfelf amenable to any fum- 
monsthat his mother, after her arrival at Man- 
ftock Houfe, might think fit to fend him. Thid 
compromife being acceded to on his part, and 
fcaled with ^ maternal embrace on that of 
Lady Crowbery, they tenderly took leave of 
each other, arid partedr 



: Chapter Vlf. 

the Penitent I on his Death 'bed^ atones to^ Jujiice, 

1rr7 HEN 'Henry arrived at the cottage, he 
^^ /ound the nurfe with Sufan May's child 
waiting his return: in a few minutes after/ the 
chuife with the mother herfelf drove to the 
door. Erekitl Daw was at this time in at- 
tendance upon his penitent. Henry put the 
nurfe and child into the inner chamber, and no 
third perfon being prefent at his meeting with 
Sufan,. he proceeded without interruption to 
explain to her the purpofes for which he had 
<:alled her from Manftocjc Houfe, and in 
fpeaking of her conne6liori with Blachford^ 
D 4 " u^ax.^ 
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treated her feelings with fuch delicacy (afluringf 
her, that by the confcffion of her feducer flic 
would ftand acquitted to all that heard die 
Itory) that his confideration for her chara<5ter^ 
no lefs than the very extraordinary facrifice he 
had made to her intercft, fo afFefted her, as to 
leave her no other powers of exprefling her 
gratitude, except what her tears^ which flowed 
in plenty, could fupply; 

^ W onder not,"' he cried^ ^ at what:. I have' 
done, as if it was a cafe unconinnon for a man 
to be juft and honeft. What have I to do 
with Blachford and his money ? If he had be- 
queath'd it to me, and died before I had made 
this difcovery of the daim you have upon hrnt, 
I fliou'd have held myfelf obliged- in coa- 
fticnce to make over what he left me to your 
fon and you. Now I do not wifli to make a 
parade of nvy di(interefl:ednefs, and (hou'd 
hold it rather as an affront to be eomplirpent- 
ed for an aft qF juftice, regarding it as a.hint^ 
that they fufpefted me to be a knave ; I there- 
fore think myfelf very happy to have found 
your fccret out in time, to make that an aft of 
atonement on his part, which, had it devolved 
upon mc,.woifd have put me to the trouble 
^f a. conveyance, and annoy'd me very pror 

baWy 
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BaWy with a great deal of that popularity and 
applaufe, which fome people are flatter'd with, 
but which I have no tafte for." 

When. Henry, by this and other reprefenta- 
rions like this, perceived that he had in fonic- 
degree quieted the agitation of Sufan's Ipiritsy 
he put her in mind tp nnake ready for an in- 
terview with the father of her child, and hav- 
ing ftept into the inner ^rponiy he prefented to 
her fight the child itfelf, giving it into her 
arms, and declaring it to be Ij^s ward, and the 
infant heir of Blachfoixl. Tfwj beauty of thfe 
child, the ecftacy of the mothe*/ the aftonifli-r 
ment of the nurfe^ and the beiievolence de- 
piftcd in the featulaes of our blooming heno^ . 
compofed a group of charafters not totaUyr 
unworthy the hiftoria pencil of tb^ paiuer of 
tbepaffions. v 

The generous heart of Kfenry, m the con** 
templation of this fceni, enjoyed a more lux*^ 
urious banquet than thfe wealth of JBlachford 
could have purchafed.; True gratitu.de, lik^ 
deep-felt woe, is not -to be difchargpd fe^^ 
words ; Sulan was mute, and once, if Heilry; 
bad not ftopt her, Ihe was falling at his feetl— ** 
** What are ypu about to do ?* he cri^d, ^^ Rch 
weniber> yqu once tendered m^ yput alli;J^*ffl 
P 5. ^^1 
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only paying you with what is not my own."— 
And now bidding her take he^rt and follow 
him, he proceeded with her, the infant, and 
the nurfe, to the fick man's houfe : they were 
adoiitted without delay ; Blachford was im- 
patiently cxpefting them, and E^ekiel Daw 
was in the chamber with him. Henry took 
the child in his arms, and advancing to the 
couch, prefcnted it to its father — " I have 
brought/' he cried, " two comforters to vifit 
you 5 the one, in the perfon of this ftniling 
cherub, fecins the very emblem of peace; the 
other, (pointing to Sufan as he fpoke) by youi' 
juftice i»einftated in her innocence, andindem* 
aified for her injm^ics; will heal thofe inward 
pains that agonize us more than all our fleftily 
ii^ounds : accept them, cherifli them, embrace 
them ; they >yill brighten every morrtent of 
your Jife, and thelaft moment more than all; 
'Hrthis life, they will be the witncfles and re- 
<orders( of yqur penitence, in the life to come 
^ur ^vocates and; interceffors at the throne 
6f mercy." — Blachford took the chiM m his 
arms, and lltiing up fiis eyes, exclaimed— 
*^ The Lord of mercy grant their ihterceflions 
may avail !*'^'^Aftien!" cchoe<i the pious 
Ba^kicl, from a cornef of the rooip, to which 

^ he 
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lie Had retreated, and where, dropping on l^is 
knees, he filently put up a fervent and (let us 
hope) not ineffeftdal prayer. 

Blachford, whofe mind was now prepared 
for death, and felt the awfiil coming on,., was 
'^^ I Inftant in his wifhes to complete the laft r^- 
^^ niaining taflc he had to do oji earth, whi^ 
^ yet his fenfes were entire. .The lawyer was in' 
i^^ waiting, and Zachary, with his fob-furgeon 
Kinloch, coming in moft opportunely at tl^e 
^ inftant, all things feemed to favour the iii^- 
portant work, aqd notliipg now was wanting 
but the concluding fornas to rnakc it perfeft. 
Blachford was raifed upon kis couch to fign 
andfealj the rnaterials were fet before him/ 
^ the witnefles ftood round him, when turning 

^ his eyes on Zachary firft, and next, on Kiiy 
. lodi, he faid,— " I call upon you, gentlemen, 
to atteft upon the faith of honefl: men, and able 
judges of my fituation, that I am now in 
mental faculties found and competent to ex- 
ecute this deed, declaring it itiy will and tefta- 
ment, by which I make this infant, born of 
Sulan May Kere prefenf, and my fon> of her be- 
gotten out of wedlock, fole heir of all my 
property, fave what "is herein given and be- 
i qucathed to her, the mother, by annuity charged 
I -^ D 6 • ^^ 
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•n the cftate;. alfo one fmall acknowle.dgincDt 
•f five hundred pounds to this my executor^ 
and guardian of my f6n> Henry Fitzhenry, 
fo called, at whofe folieitation, voluntarily and 
^eneroufly made, I have revoked' die former 
^ilpofirion of my afiairs in his behaUl A moft 
difinterefted and coiifcientious aft it was,^and 
I do pray Kim to accept this finall bcqueft in^ 
token of my love, and his forgiv^nels,. con- 
fcious as I am of his unequalled worth, and 
deeply penitent for all that I have faid, or 
done,^ or meditated in his wrong :- and fur- 
ther, I injoin and ftriftly charge the mother 
©f my child to. be obfervant of his counfel 
»nd advice, and firnJy to Trnprefs upon the 
mind of this her infant, as he grows to years 
of reafon and reflieftion, whathe owes to this 
fcis benefaftor, by whofe fpecial' bounty^ he i% 
now endowed with affluence, that elfe it never 
coti'd have been his fortune to enjoy/* 

Having fatd this, and the appeal he had 
made: to Zachary and his attendant being an- 
swered: With aflurances.of their entire convic- 
tion of his being, in pcrfed pofleffioa of "his 
fenfes^ (a point indeed which no one of his 
hearers could be deceived' in) he figned and 
fcalcd his will,, and, after, it. was witncfled, de- 

liyered. 
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livcrcd it to Henry. Exhaufted by thefe ef- 
forts, he began fo evidently to droop, that 
Doctor Cawdle, in Virtue of his medical au- 
thority, difmifled the whole company. The 
mother, child and nurfe were by Blachfoidrs 
defire accommodated with beds m his hou(e; 
Henry contented himfcirwuJi his quarters at 
the cottage J but having hidierto abffained from 
alking any queftions about a matter that was 
neareft to his heart, and the bulinefs to which 
he had devoted his firfl: attention* being fo 
happily concluded, he became mipatient for a 
few minutes in private with his friend Sufan* 
Of this wi(hed-for opportunity he was foon- 
put in poffeflionj for Ezekiel, on whofe 
mind thefe events had made a powerful im* 
jpreffion, had wallced home in. deep meditation,^ 
without faying, a word to any body j where?- 
upon Sufan, having given her boy in charge 
to the nurft, retired with Henry, into Blach- 
ford's parlour. It was the very room where 
the one party had been arraigned for his life, 
and the other defpoiled of her innocence. 
What mighty revolutions can a few fhort day^ 
cffcdt ! the offender at the point of death, the 
flifierers reftored to their charadter, and the 
property of th§ guilty, including the very fcene 
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of his criminality,' adtually made over a^ art 

atonement to the guilclefsi 

Henry, to prevent interruption, made fait 
the door, and taking Sufan b^ the hand, led 
her to a chair : flbe wa$ ftiil trembling with 
agitation; trertiors of another fort would have 
poflefled her, had Henry fo done a wTiile ago:- 
Ihe now looked, up to him with awtful admi- 
ration J love, tempered with refpcft, gave that 
chafte expreflion to, her eyes, which on fome 
paflt occafions had exhibited'afFedions not fo 
pure: paflions as irrefiftlble as that which now 
had command of her more than once had 
impelled her to embrace him wantonly in her 
arms; pure gratitude, unmixed with any 
groffer impulfe, now threw her, bathed in tears,, 
upon his neck : he prefled her tenderly to his 
bofom, fpoke of the kindneffes flie had fo 
often ihewn him, and aflerted obligations re- 
ceived on his part, prior and fuperior to thefe 
conferred on her; when, having foothed her 
in this generous manner for fome itiinutes— 
*' Now tell me, 1 conjure you," he cried, 
*' and tell me truly, am I totally undone In 
the opinion of your lovely miftrefs ?^' 
*' AlasV Ihe replied, >' what can I tell you> 
.my dear friend anci' ben^faSor ? certain it is, 

that 
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that gentle heart is wounded through and 
through i but whether mpre by di(pleafurc than 
by forrow I am yet to learn. She is very 
filent on the fubje6t, and it is not from her 
lips that. the ftory has efcap'd j it is Mifs Clay- 
pole herfelf and her politic uncle (pardon me, 
if I cannot fpeak of them with the relpeft that 
becomes me) who have made public what 
my young lady's delicacy never would have 
fpoken of, and what their's, one fhoulcf have 
thought, would have been interefted to conceal. 
But when Mifs thought fit to blazon her own 
(hame, by bouncing out of the houfe, and be- 
tajdng herfelf to the parfonage, as iflhe had 
been flying from her perfecutors, tht whole 
family wdre "up in arms, as I may fay, and 
every mouth was open*d to cry . ihame upon 
her. 'Tis not to be told with what a confi- 
dence (he has carried it . off, venting herfelf 
againft my liieek young lady in >a manner 
that I ani fure you wou*d deteff: her for. Ah I 
my beloved friend, where were your eyes, your 
heart, your underftahding, during that fataf 
gallery-adventui-e.? I can no other wife ac- 
count for it, than by fuppofing you was not in 
your .fenfes at the moment; knowing how 
tempt f-atc y6'u "^are, and" uhaccuftom'd to e^-- 
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cefs, I muft impute it to the effects of the 
wine you drank upon the eledtion meeting, and 
fo I told my Lady."—" You told her true/' 
feid Henry i " but what then ? One beftiality 
cannot excufe another. "^ 

'* Pardon me/' rejoined Sufan, ** her can- 
dour found a motive for excufing it j but no 
candour can juftify the lacrifice you are mak- 
ing of your happinefs, if the report be true^ 
which that young madam circulates, that you 
are pledg'd to her for marriage. Heaven for- 
bid that I fliou'd fee that day! Surely, furely 
you have not madly made that promife 5 why» 
'tis ruin, mifery, dilgrace inevitable ! Stop 
me, if I proceed too fer; I fhou'd be forry to 
offend you i but indeed, my dear Sir, every body, 
knows, and every body fays, without fcruple,. 
what Mifs Claypole is." 

** What is fhe ? I am not offended— fpeak/' 
** What is Ihe ! A coquette, a flirt, a wan- 
ton : one that will go great lengths, if not all i 
but that perhaps you can beft tell r be th^t hpw- 
ever as it may, you are not the only favpur'd 
lover J . others, and not a few, have been as 
kindly treated' as yourfelf : her uncle knows 
that well enough, and is indeed a generous 
wan to part with what he's tir'd ,ofi,ank^ 

know^. 
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knows to be a property that hangs upon his 
hands, and keeps him in alajm for every day 
that paffes till he is rid of her. Believe me, 
my dear Sir, that uncle is a deep one; not a 
fervant in the family but laments the influence 
he has over their goiod matter ;^ afi*thbugh 
Mifs Manftock is too delicate to fpeak out, J 
can difcover to a certainty, that fhe is not mif- 
taken in his charafters no, nor my Lady 
Crowbery neither, though it is given out in 
the houfe that he is to fuccfcd to your Mn 
RatclifFe's living." 

" Indeed!" cried Henry, ^* b that iaid ? 
Tis time for me to counterad him in thofc 
hopes. Claypole fucceed my friend! my ho* 
nour'd friend 1 Impoffible ! that fliall never 
take place." — Obferving Su(an look at hini 
with lurprize, he rccoUefted himfel^ and in 
an humble tone added,—" At leaft if I have 
any intereft with the fedy patronels/' — Sufaa 
refumed her difcourfc — *^ And now/* faki flie„ 
1* Mifs Claypole gives it out that fhe was 
frighted by the thunder-ftorm, and feinted in 
your arms : if it were fo, what then ? I Jiopc 
you are not bound to marry the firft lady that 
faints in your arms : but who believes that flic 
was frighted ? Nobody i Ihe is not of the font 
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to he (9 eafily frighted; you maft have known^ 
if you had been yourfclf, that it was all put 
on to win you to her ways. The fervants all 
declare that flie was fit to eat you up, as they 
deferibe it; everyone faw that, and knew what 
(he was driving at: flie dogg'd you to die 
gallery, and there the lucky ftorm help'd for* 
Ward lier determined fcheme to take you in 
the very cue for mifchief, heated with wine, 
half tipiey, and lefs than half yourfelf. Oh, 
Henry, Henry l.(fufFcr me this once to ad- 
drefs you thus familiarly) can I not fpeak in 
proof of yoiir 'forbearance j of your felf*.c6m- 
mand^Have I not a right to fey, though fey- 
ing it, I ought to blufh at the recoUeftion, that 
I have found you matter of yourfelf, when I 
have k>ft alf government of reafonin the ex- 
cc6 of hiy love to you ? How often and hoW 
impctuoufly has paffion hurried nie i«t6^ your 
arms, although no lucky ftorm was thert 
(Commodioufly to favour my fond wilh^ ? y^ 
you iiave withftood all trials j but perhaps 
iiature ihas given her charms and po^^ers tOj 
tempt, which I am not poffefs^d ofyh^t this 
is true, as truth itfeif caa witnefs, that no con^ 
cefTions on my part, no promife on> your's,^ 
ihou'd have prevailed with me,, even whcti 

your 
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your fortune was at the lowed ebb, to have 
trepan'd you into marriage, confcious as I was 
that I had not that maiden purity to give, 
which you had fo much right to expcdt. You 
know, full well you know, deareft and beft of 
friends, there was a time, when in our fports 
and frolics by the way, as we returned from 
making our purchafes, that when you glanc'd 
at marriage, I drew back at once, ^nd often- 
times I've been upon the point of telling you 
this tale of my fedudion^ had you not always 
feis'd thole dangerous nwments to cut.ffiorl: 

I our converfation, and prefcrve my virtue -atwf 
your own : and now, what mighty obfigatibrt 
I can you have to this feducing wanton, though 
we'll fiippofe you have gone beyond that 
limit* where difcretion flsou'd have ftop'd^K 
1 1 Grant diat you have ; whofe virtue fuffb-^df 
^1 mcrft by the furprife ? your's or the lady'^ ? 
^ I Becauie fhc throws away her reputation, muft 
^1 you marry her ?" 

)5 ^* Before I anfwer to that queftion," replied 
^ Henry, " let me clear vporie error. If Mifi . 
1$ Claypole was inviolate before our meeting in 
that odious gallery, I promrfe you fhe left it as 
(he entered it for me : her favours did not g6 
a . the length you hint at, TThe vifion of art 
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angel fcar'd me from her embrace ; the frown 
of purity itfelf fubdued my guilty paffions, and 
I fled from her allurements : but as I hold it 
due from every man of Iwnour to make atone- 
ment for even the flighteft ftain he cafts upon 
the fame of a woman of chara6ler, I tender'd 
her the only reparation in my power; my 
hand^ if that cou'd heal the injury. She took 
my hand, alas I and broke my hear^'' 

*'^hank Kkaven!" cried Sufah> ^' you 
haT||t|^ken one weight from my mindi the 
main point was not carried i Ihe has felt one 
dilappointment, and TU engage it was a cut- 
ting one. Now I can underftand the reafon^ 
for her Ihifting to the vicarage j 'tis all a trap 
to catch you, and make fure of you r fte thinks- 
your honour then wou'd feal the bargain, and 
forrender you for life the dupe of her contriv- 
ances; but go not near her, I conjure youf 
let not that uncle, who is her fetter, draw you 
in to vifit her alone i you are ruin'd if you do. 
As for a word dropt in an unguarded mo- 
mgnt, when you was not in clear poffeffion of 
^your reafpn, that I perfuade myfelf you will 
not think yourfelf oblig'd to abide, by, nor fa- 
crifice the happinels of your whole life for x 
romandc pun£i:iUQ»*' 

Henry 
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.Henry fliook his head: Ihc proceeded— 
^ Now I begin to have more than a dawn of 
hope. Oh ! let me once come to the car of . 
my dear young lady, and iTl pledge myfelf 
that all will be fet ftraight. She loves you 
at her heart j I know fhe does; nay, fhe has 
©wn'd it to me in fo many words. Vext as 
ihc was, and mortified to the very foul at your 
proceeding, ftill, when ihe furpris'd me read- 
ing your kind note on the morning of your 
leaving us, and faw the generous gift that it 
inclos'd, underfta[i>ding it was a farewel token 
to my mother before you left us and went out 
to fea, the colour fled her cheeks, her eyes 
quiver'd in their lids, and fhe dropt, fweet 
aiHiifted foul, like a bloflbm from the ftalk, 
Ufelefs into my arncis. If this is not the very 
teft of lov:e, what is it? Ah! my dear, dear- 
friend, do but once flsakc off this flirting dam- 
i;l, and MifsrManftock is your own." 

^^ And what can be fo cutting as that 
y f thoi^t ?i". ; ftid Henry. " What can afflia 
q{I nje deeper than to refle<3. 1 had a chance of 
rji? happinefs, and threw it wantonly away?" 
fa- 1 '^ Who fays that it is thrown away," replied 
;Sufan ? ** I have conviftion to the contrary." 
—(Here fhe drew a letter from her pocket.) 
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** Docs this appear like anger ?" file demand- 
ed. — '* Here is a note pcnn*d with her own 
fair handi it is cntruftcd to me on this con- 
dition, only to be delivered to you, if you arc 
difengag'd from Fanny Claypole/'-~'' Stop 
then,*' cried Henry j ^' on thefe terms I muft 
not take it, blefji'd as I fliou'd be."—*' What 
ami to infer from this ?'' faid (he.— « That 
I will not permit you to bi-eak through con- 
ditions, which Mifs Manflock has impos'd." 
— *' But what if I am privy to the contents ?'* 
— " Let them be facred,"' he rejoined; 
** breathe not a fyllable, however delightful 
to my cars : I am not difengag'd from Mifs 
Claypole, and therefore muft not violate the 
feal, nor fecredy purloin the purport of that 
letter, cntruftcd to you under diofe reftriftions : 
remember, Sufan,'thc fame principle, \^hich led 
me to decline the bequeft of Mr. Blachford, 
now obliges me to deny myfclf the trahiport 
which the perufal of that angel's favour wou'd 
beftow."— *' What do I hear?'* cried Sufan* 
—"Are you then-*—.?"—" Undone !'* faid- 
Henry, and departed. 
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C H AFTER VIIL i 

jfn Incidsnt of the "tra^c Cq/l. 

TF there is not a fecret joy in being ftddly 
■ faithful to the rigid laws of honour, our 
hero mufl: have {peen at this nioment of all 
men moft miferabkf for he might well pre- 
fume that Ifabella's letter was a kind one^ and 
what had this world to ^ve him comparable 
to a teftimpny of her kindncft? Nothing but 
the confdoufnefs of afting right. Educated 
in the mod corredt adherence to truth and rec- 
titude, he had no fopHiftry to palliate the 
flighted deviation from them, and fhuddered 
at deceit however qualified. Stung to the 
quick by his remorfe for having been a party 
in the caufc, if not the caufe itfelf, of Fanny 
Claypole's mi/behaviour, he took her fhame 
upon himfelfi and vexed at the recollefticfn^ of 
his own w^ak facility in falling in with hefe 
advances^ he deter tnined to meet the confe-- 
quences }\t had drawn upon himfelfi unlefe 
refcued cither by her voluntary rekafe, or fomc 
fuch iine(|uiyocai' prod& of her mircondu^t as 
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might juftify him in renouncing the connc<Etioiu 
Upon his return to the cottage, he found Ezc- 
Iciel in the a£t of confoling himfelf with his 
afternoon's pipe, whilft his bible laid open on 
the table before him. The pious creature 
was in profound meditation upon the book of 
Ifrov:«rbs, on which he was founding an ad- 
monitory difcowrfe for the edification of Siifan 
May, whom, though he bad exculpated in the 
face of her reverend accufer, yet it muft be 
owned to hav.e been /a flight ftretch upon the 
truth of his opinion, extorted from him in his 
zeal for faying the beft of a friend, and for 
oppofing any fentiment of Claypole, who was 
juft then in no high favour with him, or, more 
properly fpeajking, in Ibvereign contempt. 
Occupied inthis fanner, be took fo little no- 
tice of Henry, . on his coming into the room, 
that it might be doubted if he faw himj arid 
Henry, on his part, had his thoughts ioomuch 
employed to foliqit his, attention* 

A mcffenger. now rode up to the door, and 
-feeing ^cofted by Henry, put a letter into hisr 
hands, the CQrjtents of which were ,as fol- 
lows:— 

" My uncle, who fees nK>ft things in a falfc 
^<;]ig}itj thinks yoju h^ve^don^^ vfery unwifcly .in . 

** declining 
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'^declining Blachfbrd's fortune j but money is 
** liisgod, and love is mine. I build my happinefi 
** upon better things than riches, and admire your 
*' fpirit } though I muft own it'wou'd not have 
"been aniifs had you taken the fellow'^ dirty 
" pelf, rather than it Ihou'd fell into th? hands 
" of thofe low creatures, who are in the way 
" now to profit by it. I Ihou'd like to live at 
^' Crowbery, and have particular reafons for 
" wifhbg you ito referve that place at le^ft to 
*' yourfcif, whatever becoi-nes of :thc reft of the 
'^ property. J have quitted the old inanfion 
" and its formal inhabitants, and am now en- 
" tirely alone in my uncle's houfe j if you have 
" any pity for a folitary damfel, you will cocne 
" to me without delay: here are no fpirits to 
^^ haunt us, nor any galleries in which they 
" walk by night. My houfei my heart, my 
"arrfis are open to receivfeyou. What can 
*.*!rny teazing uncle mean by telling me you 
".are going out of England without feeif?g me? 
"that TaDi fure is impoffiblei th^t J will not 
" believe : the than of my choice will never 
" treat me fo ; he has too much honour, too 
" much love, too much pity for a fond doating 
"heart, which fuch negleft wou'd break. I 
^'Jhsdl look for you this nigl;it, this happy 
. Vol, IJJ, E ^^ xi^^x-^ 
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*' riiglitj if not, with the firft dawn of day ii 
" fartheft ; longer than till then I cannot live 
« without you J think what I am fuffering till 
" I fee you; loft to all the world but you, I 
" have nothing to regret fo you are faithftil, 
** and delay not to blefs 

" Your fond expefting 

^* Frances Claypole/' > 

This was a puzzling dilemma j Henry had 
f romifed his mother to obey her fummons if 
flie called him to her at Manftock-houfej he 
could not therefore tell Mifs Claypole he was 
going to his fhip the next day, neither could 
he with any face come to Manftock without 
vifiting her; if therefore he was ever to fee 
her, better he Ihould go before Lady Crow- 
bery arrived at her uncle's j and whatsever was 
to be the refult of his meeting, better he fhould' 
bring it to a definitive conclufion before he 
put himfelf in the way of Ifabeila, whofe at- 
tentions to him, whilft his fate was in fufpenfe, 
would ^embarraft him beyond meafure, as not 
knowing how fer he might be warranted in 
honour to receive them. 

It was now about feven o'clock in an au- 
tumnal evening, the diftance twelve miles, and 

the 
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tfic mefle'nger was well mounted: he was a 
country fellow, and no domeftic of Claypok's, 
Henry aflcejl him if- he would lend him his 
horfe, and take money for hiring another at 
the poll town two miles off. This propofal, 
backed with a piece of gokJ, was perfedlly ac- 
ceptable to the meffenger, and Henry ilept 
into the cottage to apprize his friend Ezekiel 
of his motions, and to equip himfelf for the 
faddle. A very ftiort apology fatisfied Ezekiel, 
whofc thoughts were farther from home than 
Henry would be at the end of his ftagCi as 
foon therefore as he had drawn on his boots, 
jmd fignificd his intentions of fleepingat Dame 
May's, he fct off at a fmart rate^ and withia 
the hour arrived fafely at the vicarage gate. 

Great was the tranfport of Fanny Claypole 
when the objeft of her anxious expectation 
prefented himfelf to her fight r^hc flung the 
•book fhe was reading from her, and ran with 
open arms, in an ecftacy^ to embrace him: 
wild with furprize and joy, Ihe fcarce knew 
what fhe did; with her hair loofe and flowing, 
Ihe feemed a perfeA Sybil in her phrenzy ^ her 
drefs (if^ drefs it might be called, that totally 
•obfcured no charms which nature had en- 
dowed her with) was fo invitingly dilpofed as 

E 2 ^^^%^ 
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fhewed the efftdts of ftudy and dcfign rather 
than of chance or negligence j for little was con- 
cealed that could allure, yet not fo much cx- 
pofed as to leave nothing for imagination to 
ibpply; and a fairer field for excurfions of tliat 
foft could hardly be found than in the form 
X)fFanny. 

When her fhitter had in part fubfided, (he 
threw herfelf bn the couch in a carclefs atti- 
t;ude, and obferving that Henry kept hinnfelf 
Aloof, and did not take her hint for feating 
hirnfelf by her, fhe demanded what -was the 
matter with him ? had not he recovered his 
jalarm in the gallery ? or was he waiting for 
another thunder ftorm before he could find 
in his heart any pity for a poor difconfolate 
damfel, who had no foul in the houfe to pro- 
left her but one old woman, who had neither 
*^yes, ears, nor underftanding ? " Here we 
are," faid fhe, *^ without one foul that will 
come near us for the live-long night, and what 
^ill becoaie of me Heaven only knows, in 
ihis defolate manfion, unlefs you will man- 
fully undertake to guard me, and turn into 
Ihe vicar's bed for the night.*' 

Henry fmiled, and fliook his head. — " Po- 
fuivcly," i-eliuned flie, ^ I cannot part from 
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you ; I vvouM as fpon deep amongffi the tomba- 
as in this dreary foUtude, with no other cen-? 
tinel than the fnoring old dame in the garrets 
Now I know as well as can be, by your looks^ 
what is pafling in your n^ind ; my uncle has . 
been preaching to you in his canting ftrain ; 
but I take no account of what he thinks or 
what he fays; I am independent of him and 
the whole world ; and if you fuppofe my peace 
of mind can be difturb'd by their talk, you are 
miftakeni where I have beftow'd my heart I 
am not afraid to entrgft my reputation: furelyi 
if I alk proteftion of you, you will not refufe 
it to me/* 

" Certainly I will not," faid Henry; " but 
as no danger can accrue to your perfon, tho* 
I ftiQu'd leaye you, and much to your reputa- 
tion if I fliou'd remain with you, can there 
be a doubt what I ought to do?" — «« Ridicu- ' 
Iqus!" rcfumed flie, " this over-care of what 
t;he world may fay, if you perfift in it> will 
make me doubt if I have form'd a right opi-t 
nion of your charadter. When you rejefted 
the temptations that fortune threw l^eforc 
you, it was a gallant refolution; but it is no 
proof of fpirit to decline the favours of 
a -^ lady. Wh^t care 1 if the whole world 
knew that you flept in this houfc ? TUt \.\\\tv^ 
E 3 ^^^-^^ 
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ipcaks for itfelf; I am miftrefe of my choice, 
and you th^ man I have chofcti-, let the world 
comment upon that as it likes. I have quitted 
fociety, and put myfclf into folitude for your 
fake; to whom then but to you am I to refort 
for proteftion, for confolemcnt, nay, for jufti- 
fication? Where elfe Ihall I go? To my 
uncle? Never; I have done with him; I re- 
nounce him; I am youths and only your's. 
We have interchanged our hearts: what wit- 
neffes do we need of that ? Not all the parfons 
in the kingdon^ can do more, and without 
this their ceremonies are but mockeries;- there- 
fore let's hear no more of this affefted ,ten- 
dernefs for reputation, this hypocrify of kn^ 
timcnt, which wou*d re&ic away the noWeft 
paffions of the foul ; let our love be without 
canting, our confidence without reftraint j and 
to convince you of my fincerity in both re- 
fpeds, 1 am free to confefs that it is not to 
any real terrors I experienc'd in the ftorm 
that you are indebted for the endearments I 
beftow'd on you laft night; they were the free 
cfFufions of my heart, and you may tell your 
confcience to be quiet on that fcore ; for it was. 
love, my Henry, not the elements, that threw 
me in your power, and the fame love notir 

courts 
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courts you to the fame endearments, fecret 
andfecure from all difturbers of our hours fo 
precious. Come then^ throw oiF that cold 
referve, thofe diftant looks that have no fym- 
pathy with mine. My eyes ai^e honeft: and 
fincere; they fpeak a plain* intelligible lan- 
guage ^ what ails your's^ that they cannot or 
will not underftand it without compelling me, 
againft the praftice of my fex, to help you to 
a comment?" 

" It is becaufe I do underftand their lan*- 
guage, and feel their power," replied Heniy, 
" that I avoid them,. Either you think your- 
felf lefs dangerous than you are, *^or me more 
firm than I pretend to be, when you beckon 
mc to that couch." — He was proceeding, when 
ihe ftopt^himy crying, out — " Come, come, 
there is enough of this trifling j more than 
enough of this ridiculous, this unmanly affeda- 
tion. Beware how you provoke me ; I fhall 
become defperate if I am infulted." Regardr 
lefs of thefe menaces, Henry kept his poft,.and 
advanced not a ftep towards her. She kept hqr 
eyes fixed upon him,, and exclaimed—" By 
all the loves and graces, Henry, you have the 
form of an Apollo ! wou*d to heaven you had 
his fire ! Well, keep your pedeftal, cold life- 
E 4 \Rfek 
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lefe image, and let me gaze upon you till my 
admiration warms into idolatry; 'twill gratify 
your pride, perhaps, to fee me kneeling at your 
feet and worfhipping you: mark, how na- 
turally rU aft Pygmalion's part, and make 
love to a ftatue/' 

This faid, ihe ftartcd from the couch, and 
was advancing towards him, when, preventing 
her as (he was in the aft of dropping on her 
knee% he cried, " Pray, do not laugh at mcj 
I cannot ftand your ridicule." 

" Vittoria !" ihe cried, " Tve made the fta* 
tue move and Ipeal:. Now, fince your marble 
majefty can bend, be pleas'd to fit befide me; 
Oh! all ye godsl it fmiles, it animates, it 
yields, irfoftens with the touch; happy change 1 
it lives I If the mere preflure of the hand does 
this, my arms, perhaps, may warm it into 
love : rU clalp it to my heart, V\\ breathe my 
life into its lips, and fhare my foul between 
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*' Stop, Syren!" Henry exclaimed, " Tm 
not refponfible for confequences thus urg'd 
upon me, nor am I bound in honour to repair 
them: whilft I believed your terrors in the 
ftorm had thrown you from your natural guard, 
and fubjefted you to weakneflcs, which in a 

more 
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more collefted moment your virtue wou*d 
have fpurn'd at, I felt myfelf a party in the 
■ treafon, and tendered you the only reparation 
in my power ('twas all I had to offer) my un- 
worthy felfi but when you openly declare thofe 
Tears were feign'd, and freely take the bjame 
upon yourfelf, you quit me of the atonement^ 
and now again, when you return to the attack, 
and with fuch exquifite allurements tempt a 
man, who vifits you with none but honourable 
purpofes, and combats againft nature to pre- 
ferve you in that purity of character, which is 
your fex's ornament, I think it fair to warn 
you th^t my fentiments refpedting favours in 
anticipation differ fo cifemially from your's, 
that Ihe, who has been miftrefs to me with 
her own confent, fhall never be my wife. 
Beauty, and wit, and fortune, you poffefs more 
than my hopes afpire to i but permit me to 
obfcrve, that, flatter'd as I am by your at- 
tachment, ehaflity is a virtue indifperifiblc in 
the female charafter, and without that J fhou'd 
confider marriage as a * certain facrifice of 
happinefs/* " "^ ^ 

"Marriage! I laugh at it! tnarriagc was 
never made for fouls like mine : my love caii 
never wait upon the lazy forms of plodding 
E 5 tcssac^xsax^ 
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mercenary law ; I fcorn them all ; nor are you 
fit for the dull drudgery of that flavifti date; 
too young, too inexperienced, and too choice 
to be made daily ufe of, your beauty, like a 
precious garment, Ihou'd be referv'd for feafts 
and holidays j 'twas never made for the coarfc 
wcar-and-tear of wedlock i if you had thought 
of marriage you wou'd never have reflifed the 
fortune Blachford had bequeath'd you : I fee it 
hangs upon you like a debt of honour, there- 
fore I fet you free; Til not exa£t it of you; 
marry ten years hei>ce, and marry whom you 
will ; of this and every other obligation ho- 
nour can impofe I perfeftly acquit you, only 
for this I ftipulate, V\\ not be treated with 
contempt ; of all engagements I acquit you, 
but not of gratitude : Oh Henr^y 1 have a care 
how you infult a woman who has broke through 
all refcrve, and laid her heart before you : aftcar 
this night you are free ; I refign you— even to 
Ifabella/' 

How quick and fudden are the Ihifts of 
paffion ! a word fometimes will call up a new 
train of thoughts, and change our refolutions 
in an inftant. . It was not virtue's fclf, but 
virtue's fubftitute that faved bur hero j .funk 
into the arms of the fcducei-, and refignpd to 

the 
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file temptation, the name of Ifabella roufed 
him like a fpell ; he ilarted, fprung with hor- 
ror from the couch, and cried, ** You have 
redeemed yourfelf and rpe : I leave you to 
your better recolleftioi?.*' — " Stop," flie ex- 
claimed, *^ unlefs you. are refolv'd to be my, 
murderer." Then, fnatching up a fharp- 
pointed knife, with which {he had been cut- 
ting open the leaves of her book, " by the 
eternal Truth," (he cried, *^ I'll plunge this 
weapon in my heart if you deftrt me." Here 
flie put herfelf into a menacing attitude, with 
a look of fo much defperation, that Henry on 
the inftant (prung forward, and feized her up- 
lifted hand, to wrencb the knife from her 
gralp : furious with rage,, fheftruggled to keep 
hold of it; and in the ftruggle,. whether pur- 
pofely or accidentally we pretend not to fay, 
lodged the ppint of it in his left arm, below 
the elbow : in the fame moment he got pof- 
feffion of the knife, and fecured it in his pocket: 
ftie probably perceivqd what {he had done, for 
ihe flood torpid with aflonifhment and terror : 
he rang^ the fciell with violence ^ an elderly wo- 
njan canme running tp the call. <* I charge you 
be attentive to your lady," he, cried i ^Vfor 
Ihe is fuddejjjly taken ill." Th^n, finding t;Hat 
' E6 * ^Jwt 
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the blood was flowing apace from the wounds 
and would foon discover itfelf if he ftaid any 
longer, he haftened out of doors, and ftuffing 
his handkerchief up his fleeve, ran as quick as 
he Could to the houfe of Goody May, which 
luckily was near at hand* 



Chapter IX. 

Surgeon^s Work. 

TT was W€ll for our hero that he had not 
* many paces to meafure before he found an 
houfe to take fhelter in ; for though he held 
his hand- clofe prefled upon the wound, the 
fluice kept running apace, and his wafte of 
blood would not have fuited a much longer 
march. The widow was at home, and her hof- 
pitable door flood open. '^ Come> Modier,'* , 
cried Henry, as he entered, " I have another 
cafe for youi more work for the good Sama- 
ritan.'* This faid, he began to ftrip off Ws 
Coat, which had no fooner difpJayed to her 
fight an arm covered with' Hood, than IKe 
gave a loud fhriek, ftarted back with horror, 
and fell a- trembling from head td foot. " Cou- 
rage! my good friend,'* cried the undaunted 

youth. 
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youth, with a cheering Imilc; '^ a good fur- 
geon does not fhrink at the fight of a wound." 
— " Wott'd to Heaven I was a good furgeon 
for your fake," replied Ihe, " or any way more 
^able to affift you than I am,-*** Take heart,*' 
he cried; "give me ar chair to reft my arm^ 
upon in an horizontal pofture, and fetch fome 
lint to ftauhch the blood J then,. I warrant, lall 
will be well in a few minutes.^ Cheered with 
thefe words, the good dame beftirred herfelfi 
and prefently returned from her repofitory with 
a large pledget of lint fteeped in friar's balj&m^ 
which (he laid over the wound, and bound it 
up with a fwathe of linen in feveral folds. 
** Hferc's a piece of work,*' ihe cried s ** Oh 
that Mr. L ■ ■ was here to drefs you ! blit 
let me fimd poft hafte for Doftor Cawdle ; as 
for myfelf, God help xn«, it pities me to the 
heart to fee your fair flefh hack'd and hew'd in 
fuch a barbarous manner : Oh the villain that 
has done this 1 1 wou*d I had him fafe in fetters 
Chiron ! fome murderous wretch has ftabb'd you 
in the dark ; Us^ fure^s^cafn^ be 'ds that bloody 
Captain you fought with in the mornings he 
has way-laic} you on the road at night; but 
we'll raife the neighbours^ and have a hue-and^ 
cry ^ftel" him, pkafe God^! Is there to ht' no 
2 ^"wiw 
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?nd to the ixtatcc </ thcfe accurfed Crow^ y^ 

" There are no Crowberys in the cafe,"^ in^ 

xplied Henr^, *- nor any malice, fo put your- ^ ^ 

Telf at peace, and fay no more about it; *tis an pgi^ 

iccident, and nothing- more ; a mere cafualty^ j^t: c 

swing to my own aukwardnefs." — " But how j^^fe 

iid it happen'?" flie ftill demanded ; " Vm po- jiitn 

Gtive it has been the ftdb of a fword, or a dag- "^ 

ger^ or a knife,, or fome wicked weapon or Vjcv 

other, for it has. gone in the Lord knows, how l^t: 

far/* In this manner fhe perfiftcd in prefling \]a^ 

him with enquiries, till he found no efcape but tict 

by taking a litde more liberty with the truth fo ; 

than w^s his cuftom to do, and making up a& ^i 

plalifiblc a dory as he cJould invent to accounts ^i 

for the accident : however, fhe ftill remained ^ 

incredulous, crying out, " You are too for- 01 

giving ; indeed, my dear young Sir, you are \ xj 

much too forgiving in all confcience ; and tho* g 

to be fure humanicy is very amiable,, yet after ' ^ 

all it is an aft of j uftice to bring the guilty* to 1 

punifhment, and youBnay impend uppn it. they ^ 

will be the death of iyou fome time or other, ^ 
tho' 1 hope, with God's bleffing, they have 
mifs'd their airti for this turn.'* 
r y If you will go on in a miftake, my; good 

friend," 



\ 



HE N R r. 87 

friend," faid Henry, " you nauft ; fo there let 
\is leave it: I have news to tell you of your 
daughter, whom you feem to have forgotten/* 
He then related to her briefly what had been 
pafling at Blachford's, and how he had diverted 
that dying man's grieat bequeft from himfelf ta 
thofe whom he confidered as having a better 
daim to it. 

When this was difclofed to her, with the 
circumftance of her daughter's being* a mo- 
ther, (of which, ftrange as it may feem, fhe 
had hitherto been kept in ignorance) the va- 
riety of fenfations which the difcovery of fads 
fo afFefting at once excited, feemed to deprive 
her of fpeech and recolleftion. Henry (aw 
the conflift of her thoughts, and perceiving 
that in fpeaking of her grand-child he had 
opened an aflfair which till then he had no no- 
tion ihe could be uninformed of, infl:andy be- 
gan to explain to her, in the mofl confoling 
manner, the whole plot which Blachford and 
his accomplice had put in praftice to obtain 
their wicked purpofcs, and entrap their iijinoqent 
viftim. . 

Here the good mother's palTion broke in 
upo|i.hi$ narrative. " Monfter! villain !" Ihc 
exclaimed} "O^! diat ^ had known his gq-r 
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ings-on, that 1 might have brought him to 
the gallows as he deferved. What cou*d pof- 
fefs my child to 'fcreen fo vile a wretch ?"— . 
" Be content," replied Henry ; *^ he has met 1 
his doom at laft ; and you have now the com- 
fort to refleft, that by efcaping the puniflim.ent 
of the law, he has liv'd to repent, and, as far 
as human circumftances will admit, to atone 
for the Clime he has perpetrated : the fon, 
which that dark tranfaftion brought into the 
world, now furvives to inherit the fortune of 
the father, and the injur'd mother is enabled 
to live eafy and independent for the reft of her 
days; and who fhall arraign her charafter?" 
He then concluded with what he knew would 
be the moft healing refleftion he could fuggeft 
to her> affuring her that even Ezekiel I>aw, 
with all his purity and precifenefsj absolutely 
and entirely acquitted Sufan May, and had af- 
ferted her innocence in the ftrongeft terms to 
the itev. Mr. Claypole, in a converfation on. 
the fubjeft. 

As he "^as^ thus difirourfing^ the- cloud that 
had gathered upon her countenance cleared 
away, and* the fhowei- it had been coUefting 
began to vent itfelf at her eyesf. Words were 
no longer wanting, but> like a Ipring reprefled, 
- " • burft 
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burft ouc with incrcafed volubility ; they were 
the unpFcmcdiCatcd efFufions of a heart over- 
charged with its own feelings ; gratitude, allo- 
nifhment, joy, tranfported her by turns from 
one to the other, yet fhc found exprefllons for 
them all, in broken fentences, after her man*^ 
ner, fo that it was fome length of time whilft 
'Henry was fain to give patient hearing to her 
rhapfbdies before he could perceive her^lpirits 
to fubfide into any tolerable degree of calm- 
ncfe J and perhaps it was more owing to her 
being eithaufted, than to any efforts on his part, 
when at laft Ihe became quiet and compofed. 

This interval, however, was but fhort i for 
foon the recolleftion of his wound feized her 
afrefli, and (he began to moan and lament over 
him more piteoufly than at firft: her imagi- 
nation painted him expiring under the ftab 
of an aflaflin 5 all his noble generous ads rofe 
in review ; accumulated obligations- preffed 
upon her memory with fuch overwhelming 
weight, that her grateful foul funk under ir> 
md fhe caft herfelf proilrate at his feet, em- 
bracing them, and crying out, in broken ac-* 
:ents, ** The Lord of mercy fave you! the 
rt^idow's prayers proteft and draw a blefling, 
)n youjiin return for all your bounteous good- 
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nefe, and for this your unfpeakablc tendcrncft 
in fofcening to my poor heart an event that 
wou'd clfe have brokenlt, had any other tongue 
but your's reveal'd this dreadful fecret to me V* 

Here Ihe was called off by a meflenger fent 
ii) great hafte from the viearage to claim her 
inftant affiftance to Mifs Ciaypole, who had 
been in flror^ byfterics fince Henry had left 
her, and fo terrified the old woman> her only 
attendant, that> after roufing the cottagers at 
next door, ibe had difpaiched one of them tQ 
Dame May, as a perfon of fkUl in fuch cafes> 
and ftocked with medicines to relieve thenv 
The dame had great fcruples about leaving 
her wounded friend ; but Henry infifting upott 
it, (lie obeyed the fummons, and departed,, 
|:aking with her a conopejte^t provifion of fuck 
noftrums as flie judged propei? for the occa^ 
fion. < 

In leis;fehan an. hour fhe returned, having 
left her patient in a convalefcent ftate ; but m 
this p€;riod the hyfteric lady had in hef panv- 
blings been fo eommunicative,.' that the good 
dame, who had at leaft as much curioficy as 
came to the ftiare of any one individual, had 
perfectly informed herfelf of every particular 
that could elucidate tlxe myftery of our hero's 

pretended 
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pretended accident: fraught with. this informa- 
tion, fhe foon^ gave him to undcrftand that (he 
was no longer impofed upon, though he ftil! 
perfifted in taking it upon himfelf ias a chance 
blow in the ftruggle, and that he was pofitive 
the lady had no ferious iiltentjon of doing any 
injury either to him or herfelf. As the dame, 
however, was ftrenuous in unbelief^ and he 
found himfelf rather faint and exhaufted by 
lofs of blood> he cut fhort . the argument, by 
defiring her to prepare EzekicFs bed for his 
repofej but as he well knew her paffion for 
telling news was not a whit inferior to her 
pleafure in hearing it, he was very carneft with 
her to keep fecret what (he had heard fronnr 
Fanny Claypole, or ratl^r what flae herfelf 
fo^efted from the ramblings of a difoidered 
imagination, ftating to her how extremely diP 
honourable it would be in her, who adted in ar 
medical capaciry^ to difclofe tlie fecrets of a 
patient, which, he obferved, would be a heinous 
fin againft the inviolable free-malbnry of the? 
faculty. 

Henry retired to his repofe with the pleafmg 
refledlion that he had compounded a very 
heavy penalty with a flight fine, for fuch he 
now confidered his wound to be > and indeed 
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the pure habit of his body would have accom- 
modated itfelf to a demand of a more ferious 
nature than this was likely to prove ; for the 
knife had only pierced the flefhy part of his 
arm, without any material injury : neither was 
he the lefs happy in his prefent quarters for iT^ 
the teftimony which every thing about him 
bore to the tafte and benignity of the beloved 
perfon who had provided them : every objeft 1^ 
he now looked upon, every comfort he en- 1^^ 
joyecj, was of Ifabella*s beftowing ; and whilft 
he fed on that delightful recoUeftion, no won- 
der if -the grateful approaches of fleep^ io 
fweetly recommended. Hole upon his fcnfes ^ 
with peculiar foftnefs, till, by the magic of ^ 
his dream, the ^r-drawn image of his beau- i^ 
teoua Ifabella rofe to view, graced with ten ^ 
thoufand charms, and piftured to the Jieighdv 
of fancy's warmeft colouring, kind, happy, 
greeting him with fmiles of love, confenting, 
melting into foft defires, and fcjf-furrendcred 
to his fond embrace, 1 
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Cli AFTER X^ 

Our wounded Hero bleeds afrejh. 

npHJE next morning Henry rofe with tc- 
^ cruited ftf ength : the air, was fb frelh^ 
and the fun fo gay, that if we. had any am-? 
bition to emulate our brother novelifts in de- 
fcription, here is the very moment for it ; but 
we decline the opportunity. 

Dame Mayexamin'd his wound, and per- 
ceiving that Dame Nature was in the humour 
to take the cure out of her hands, humbly 
refighed the taflc into her care, and contented 
herfelf wit{i the fim pie .application of a frelh 
pledget of dry lint, and fwath'd it as before. 
She now fet out her tea-table in its holiday trim., 
and adminifter'd the ceremonies of breakfaft 
in her very beft ftile : when this fervice was 
difpatch'd, Ihe left her gueft in poffeflion of 
her parlour, ^d addrefs'd herfelf to her own 
domeftic affairs in another quarter. 

She had not left him many minutes, when 
her lovely patronefs ftept into the houfc, un- 
fcen by Henry; — "It occurs to me,'* faid 
lobelia to the dame, *' that fome:hing may 
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be wanting in your friend Mr. Daw's ^art- \k 
ment, and therefore I ftiou*d be glad to look 
it over before he art-ivcs." — Without Hopping 
for an anfwer, fhe nimbly afcended the flairs. 
The good, dame's thoughts_were rather from 
home at that moment, and not prefent to the 
recoUeftion that Henry's bed-chambdr was 
not exaftly in a ftate fit to receive the vifit of 
a young lady ; inftcad therefore of flopping 
her on the flairs, flie hobbled after her into 
the room ;— ^^ Heyday," cried Ifabella, upon 
looking about her, " what is this ? fomebody 
has flept here I perceive.'*— " Lackaday!" 
exclaimed the dame, ^* I humbly afk your 
pardon for not flopping you in time. Dear 
good young jiady, be not offended 'with me; 
but indeed you was fo nimble, and took me, 
as I may fay, at fuch a nonplus, that I never 
thought to tell ycu that the chamber was not 
fit for you to ccme into. Sure enough, though^ 
it was my fwebt dear young friend, Mr. Henry 
himfelf, who repofed himfelf in that 'bed laft 
night, (Heaven bkfs him!) and I have not had 
ieifure yet to fet the room to rights." 

" Did he fleep'here ?" faid the lovely in- 
truder, as fhe wasf quitting the chamber; and 
juft then recolfefting that fhe was leaving the 
4 furvey 
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"forvey unfiniftied, which fhe came to make, 
ftopt and caft her eyes deliberately round the 
Foom, obferving that fhe wifli'd it was more 
worthy of her gueft, '^ But I hope at leafl:>** 
added fhe, with an encouraging fnaile, '^ you 
took care to air it well for your friend and 
benefa<5tor." — " Heaven forbid !" cried Goody 
May, *' that I fhould bring his precious life 
into danger; there are wretches enough in 
this world too ready to do that,) the more 
fhame thcir's j but I fay nothing ; the Lord he 
knows their hearts and mine alfo, how it bleeds 
for him at this moment j and that's the reafon 
I. was fo abfent in my duty to you. Well, to 
be fure, the wickednefs of fomc folks is fur- 
prifing ; I am fure it will be more God's 
oercy than my fkill, if my dear Mr. Henry 
cfcapes out of their murderous hands alive." 

" Blefs me !" cried Ifabella, " I protefl you 
ftartle me. Is Mr. Henry now 'in the houfe ?" 
Goody May anfwering in the affirmative, 
likbella came filendy down the flairs, and un- 
derftanding he was in the parlour, turned into 
the cormnon room which was oppofite to it, 
making a fign to her follower to do the feme. 
Here fhe immediately bcga,n a courfe of 
qiudliQA;s, which ibon betrayed the communica- 
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tive dame into fo complete a recital of every 
circumftance refpefting Henry's wound, that 
nothing fhe had coUeded from Mifs Claypole 
in her fit^ and which Henry had conjured her 
to keep fecret, was untold. Inhere is reafon 
to believe, this poor woman wou'd ha\re gone 
to death for Henry's fake, Whilft fli^ was thus 
running counter to his^ injun£li<i«>s^ but to 
deny herfelf the pleafure of broaching a piece 
of news, particularly one fo honourable to 
Henry, and fo intereftihg to the hearer, was a 
virtue which her liature could not reach r a 
facrifice her refoli^ion was not equal to. 

Henry, in the meanwhile, unconfcious of 
what was pafllng fo near him, fate in the little 
parlour with his eyes fixt upon the print of Ifai 
bella's father, that hung oppofite to him, pon- 
dering in his mind the lovely vifion of thepre-» 
ceding night, his imagination fafcinated With 
the contemplation of her matchlefs beauty, 
her engaging manners, and attraftive graces, 
when behold the foiind of the lock drew hi^ 
leyes to the door, which, gently opening, dif* 
clofed to his fight the very objeft of his medi-^ 
tations in her exifting ^nd fubftantial form; 
more exquificely beautiful than any Ihade that 
fancy ever piftured in the poet's brain: ftir-^ 

prifed, 
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prized, enraptured, he ftarted from his chair, 
and in the momentary tranfport that deprived 
him of reflection, ran and caught her in his 
arms : inftantly undeceived, and convinced it 
was no Ihadow he embraced, terrified at what 
he had done, he dropt upon his knee, and 
bcg'd for pardon. — " I was deceived,'' he 
cried 5 *^ my mind had left me, and was ftray'd 
beyond realities : I faw you iti my medica- 
tions, and, like a man delirious, feiz'd what in 
my better fenfes I would not offend for worlds, 
and know myfelf unworthy to approach." 

What paflfed in Ifabella's mind, whilft Henry 
was thus pleading for pardon at her {ttty 
words will not defcribe, for flie made ufe of 
none: it was not anger, for her looks were ' 
melting foft 5 it could not but be niiodefty, for 
bluflies fpread all over her fair face ; no doubt 
but fenfibility had a fliare in it, for tears be- 
dewed her cheeks. 

He was preparing to proceed with his apo- 
Iqgy, when a ftiriek from Ifabella ftopt his 
fpeech, and inftantly he perceived the blood 
ftreaming from his wound!—" Behold," he 
cried, *' how juftly I am brought to recollec- 
tion of my offence." Ifabella, in the meah 
time, frightened paft the power of motion. 

Vol. III. F V^t. 
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kept calling out for Goody May. It was ob- 
vious that her fudden appearance had furprifed 
him into an exertion, that had opened Ws 
5Wound afrefti, when he inconfiderately threw 
hb arois about her wafte. The poor woman, 
terrified with M^t (he heard and faw, in her 
confufion fcarce knew what to do firft j but 
i^ecoUefting, after a few moments, the procefs 
fhe had before obferved, begged Ifabella to 
affift in opening his coat fleeve, whilft flic 
haftened to her repofitory for naeans to ftop 
the blood. Ifabella, pale and trembling as ftie 
was, fummoried fpirits to aflift in fupporting 
his arm, as well as in the operation of untying 
the tapes Goody May had fewed upoii his 
fleeve, which flie had ripped open over the 
wounded part. The bufinefs moll: imme- 
diately neceflary was.foon efFefted by the. ap- 
plication of frefli lint and the former ftyptic ; 
but Ifabella's horrors at the glimpfe Ihe had 
of his wound were not fo foon difmiffed. 
Henry's attention was fo totally abforbed in 
his care for his feir affiftant, that he feemed -to 
haye no fenfe of what was doing to himfelf, 
and he would fain have difmiffed t)ie opera- 
trix for hartfhorn and water, before fee had 
fecured the bandage i but when he felt the 

gentle 
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gentle touch of Ifabella^ engaged in the work 
jointly with the old woman,'^** Who wou'd 
not gladly feed his blood," he cried, /< for 
fuch an honour ?" and now a certain tender 
^ance fro6i Ifabella's eyes made anfwer in Jjk 
flattering a language, that the heart of J^ 
hero, fo £ir ff om finking under its k>&, feemed 
to beat with double energy and ipirit. 

The hartfhorn and water was now brought^ 
Ifabella recovered, and her alarm having fubr 
fidcd, the .prudent dame thought her prefence 
was^ no k)nger xaecefiary, and retired. 

" We lookM for you laft night,'* faid 
Ifabella i '^ my father charged Swfan with a 
meflage to that purpofe, and to prevent mif- 
t^es I wrote yoAa a fhort note ; but I under* 
ftand from Sufan that you did not receive it." 

*^ I hope," replied he, fixing his eyes upon 
the floor, " flie told you at the fatme time 
upon what motive I denied myfclf that hap- 
pincfs." 

" She did," rejoined Jfobella ; '' the letter 
I received from her this morning does credit 
to her heart andjufticc to your honour, not 
only in the trifling matter of my note, but in 
a circumftance of rieal felf-denial, in which, 
F 1 permit 
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permit me to fay, you have given the nobleft 

pr«of of an exalted gcnerofity/' 

*' If I merit your praife,'* faid Henry, ^' in 
either inftance, it is in that which you term the 
more trifling inftance of the two : it is no 
hard talk for a man not mercenary to aft as 
I did in the affair of Blachford, for it is a vic- 
tory over a mean and abjeft paflion ; but 
there is fome flxuggle to obey the diftates 
of honour, when it calls upon us to oppofe 
the ftrongefl: impulfc and affedtion that the 
heart can feel j^ but your commands to Sufan 
May were pofitive, and I obey'd them." 

« They were calculated,*' ihe rejoined, 'f for 
your accommodation^ you had another en- 
gagement, and folicitation is in that cafe an 
cmbarrafTment to a well-bred man." 

" There," faid he, " you lead me to look 
back upon a tranfaftion th^t covers me Wth 
confufion and felf^reproach ; yet, if it were 
a plea your purity might liften to, I have 
enough to fay thft wou'd' acquit mycon- 
fcience towards the engagement you allude to, 
though nothing ^an totally exculpate me froi 
folly and infirmity. A fortunate explanati< 
with Mifs Claypole, yefterday evening, h 
fet me free from all conditions of atonement, 

and 
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and I am happy it is in my power to affcrt 
with truth, that the promife I held myfelf 
bound to make was not a compofition for 
the lofs of innocence on her part, but fimply 
for the rifque of reputation/* 

" Whatever you ferioufly affcrt," Ifabella 
replied, ^* I implicitly believe ; but \Vhen you 
call your explanation with that lady a fortu- 
nate one, I fhould fufpedt you are once more 
guilty of forgetting you have a wound, that 
demands more care and attention than you 
feem difpos'd to afford it- If you are to fhed 
your blood with fuch repeated profuGon in 
evel-y lady's company you chance upon, and 
One is to give, another to renew your wounds, 
I think you are in a likely way to become a 
viftim to the fex.'* 

." I fee," faid Henry, ^fmiling, " tfiat my 

old pratding dame has broke faith with me, 

and let out all (he knows, with more, perhaps, 

than her information warrants i but in your 

heavenly nature I well know there will be 

found a principle of candour, that can look 

*^ith pity on the ektravaganccs of an uncor- . 

Tcded temper, and confign them to oblivion. 

^If the tongue of this goffip can be ftopt in 

M" time, we may yet fupprefs a ftory, that wou'd 

F 3 i^^ 
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do no credit to Mifs Claypole ; and in this I 
flatter myrelf your good nature will affift me. 
For my own part, I propofe to wait here no 
longer tlian till Lady Crowbery arrives, who 
inuft pals t&is door in her way, and whom I 
am bound to fee once more before I leave 
England." 

'^ What are you talking of?" faid Ifabella, 
fixing her cxpreflive eyes defpondingly upon 
him. — " Can you think of leaving us at this 
moment, and trufting yourfcif in this condi- 
tion on board a fhip ? Can there be any fuch 
cruel neceflity to make fo ralh a facrifice of 
yourfelf ? Can -my gentle Lady Crowbery re- 
quire it of you? Will her humanity permit it? 
Nay, when you confidcr how difconfolate ftc 
will leave us, will ypur own ?" 

^' Oh, thou angelic fwcetnels !^* he exclaim- 
ed, gently taking her hand in his, '^ my gra- 
titude, my duty, my deftiny demand this effort, 
fcr which, if I might now expofe to you all the 
motives, you wou^\Confef$" them filch ^4 
muft be a monfter if \ fhrunk ir^vgihon fey 
yere foever the feparation they coijDpel riie to/ 
And can I look upon thofc eyes, fid fee them 
beaming with f\ich fpft^oiApaffiof on m^, yet 

forbear 
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ferbear to tell you what I fuflfer by this pain*- 
fol effort ? No, lovelieft of your fex, whom 
prefent,. abfcnr, my poor heart devotedly 
adores, it is in vain to counterfeit ; you fee, 
you know the violence I commit ^gainfl: nnj 
nature,^ when I fupprefe its feelings ; you per-** 
ceive ^ love you. What Ihall I fay ? How' 
fliall I palliate my jwefumption ? Yet refleft 
with pity on my cafe j remember I have liv^d 
by fufferance in your fight 5 (cou'd I fee and 
not admire you ?) have by your condefccnfion 
been indulged beyond my humble merit, with 
fbme moments of your privacy ; (cou'd I eon^ 
. wrfe with you, and not be charmed ?) in Ihortv. 
I have contemplated perfection in your mind 
and perfon, and fixt your image on my heatt 
IcMleep and fo indelible, that if to love you be 
a crime, I am unpardonably guilty.-' - ^ 

'^ You are:<not guilty,'* faid Ifabella, look*^ 
ing down, and blulhing as fhe 4)oke 1 " tome 
at Icaft npt guilty.'* 

1^"^ I know,*^ rcfumfed Heriryi '* who it is 
Wmlf print which faces me refle<£ts — your ex- 
.cellent father; I know your love, your piety,. 
to that beft of parents, and can well believe 
the patience you nom hear mc with fprings 
. F 4. - from! 
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from pity j on that therefore I build no falfc 
prefumptuous hopes 5 for I know the diffi- 
culties of my prcfcnt fitiiation, the diftance to 
-which it throws me> and I wou'd fcorn to take 
advantage of your private mo;iients for faying 
any thing in a whifpcr, which I dar'd not openly 
to repeat in the prefence of Sir Roger Manftock 
himfelf : if then, at this inftant, the fatherly 
eye within that frame had fight, though I 
might (brink from it a while, myfterious as I 
am compelled to be, yet in my confcience I 
jhou'd Hand acquitted, becaufc I know my- 
fclf.'^ 

A ftart of furprife from Ifabella, and a look 
betokening cu|;iofity, at this monient dire6ted 
towards him, checked him from proceedings 
after a paufe, he repeated — " Yes, lovelieft 
Habella, I know myfelf, and hope I Ihall ia 
time be known/' 

Here Henry ftopt ; it feemed as if the mofl: 
important fecret of his life was upon the verge 

. of difcovery. Ifabella too was filent j fhe w^ 
debating in her thoughts whether (he (hould 

.,^rge, him to explain, or reprefs her curiofity ; 
the latter feemed moft honourable, and flic 
decided for it: at lafty turning towards him 

with 
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with a look of inexpreflible fweetnefs, (he thus 
addrcfled him — " Henry (fo let me call you, 
till I know by what addition dfe to accolt 
you) I wou'd not wifli to have the keeping of 
a fecret, that .might caufe regret to you for 
having parted with it ; neidier is there any in- 
formation wanting to convince me you are 
nobly born ; I am certified of that by my own 
obfervatipn, and have long been fo. Honour, 
^rid-'worth, and genius may emerge frpm.low 
originals, but elegance and delicacy of man- 
ners are rarely natives of a coarfe and ruftic 
foil. A ftrange idea haunts me : fliall I con- 
fide jt to you ? I have really thought at times, 
pr fancy may have feign'd it, that you have a 
mark'd refemblance in your air and features to 
my beloved Lady Crowbery, as I remember 
her fome few years ago : this may ^e mere 
imagination 5 but I have numour'd myfelf in it 
the rather, becaufe it helps me naturally to 
account for certain fituations I have feen her 
in with you, which elfe might feem at variance 
with her ftrift referve and delicacy of condud : 
I can almoft perfuade myfelf you are after 
fome manner related to her^ at leaft thefe 
have been my idle reveries 5 but never did one 
F 5 ' fyUable 
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lyllable to that efFeft cfcape my lips tiU now; 
I am not quite fo fond of tatling gs our good 
dame. And now, moreover, I recolleft amongft 
the motives you enumerated for leaving us, 
you mentioned duty : be it fo ! we muft con- 
form ourfelves to duty; but let me hope that 
we ftiallf meet again." 

^* And do you wilh it ?'* faid he, looking 
tenderly upon her.'—** Do I wilh it ?" fhe re- 
pcated.— ** Oh Henry! Henry! if that's a 
qucftion with you, where is your intelligence ?'^ 
— Here the tears ftopt her, and fhe leant her 
forehead on his ihoulder, covering her face 
with her handkerchief. — " Heaven guard your 
life!*' fhe cried i "may no female daemon 
ever more attempt it ! Horrid creature ! 
ihamelefs abandoned being! what phrenzy 
cou'd poiTefs her ! Come not in her way y oh 
ftenry, I conjure you 5 never look upon her 
more; I cou*d not bear the fight of her^ I 
blufh to think that I have ever conversed with 
fuch a woman. But you^ thank Heaven,^^ had 
virtue to refift her, and virtue fiire, without 
^ blufh, may give the hand t3 virtue/' 

This faid, fhe took hi» hand. Th^ manner 
of the aftion flamped it with. the feal of mo^ 

jdefty^ 
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&%, and tnodeftly it was recfcivcd, though, 
love was the infinrer: it was dife filcnt contraS: 
of their hearts, pledged with the tender inter- 
change of fijghs and looks, that badie farewet,. 
and vowed virialterable^ coftftancy :. again flife 
prefled his hand—'* And are you riQW con- 
vinc'd," ihe alked, '* how anxioufly I Ihalt 
wilh for your return ? Yes, Henry, l*m free 
tx) own, my hopes, my happinefs, my heart 
goes with you," 

Oh ! ecftacies how pure ! moments how 
precious ! 'tis now,. O love, that virtue's felf 
Hiay welcome thee without referve or coynefsi 
compofcd of chefe chafte qualities, honour may 
lodge thee in his heart's beft core ; yea, in bis 
heart of hearty the moral hand may paint, the 
modefl eye perufe thee in this attitude j come; 
ever rfius, thou beft and worft of deities,^ or 
dwell not with us long upon the fcene ! this. 
will not raife a blufh i Heaven warrants thefc 
endearments, and nature in this inftance bor- 
rows no excufe from fophiftry to palliate her 
propenfities. 

And now the tender conference doled: a- 

fcrvant of Lady Crowbery galloped paft the 

window to announce her approach: Ifabellai 

F 6 faMf 
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faw the fignal, and flowly rofe frorfx her feat } 
Ihe paufed awhile^ and it feemed as if fome- 
thing was in her mind to fay, which flic could 
;wi(h to give utterance to, but it died away in a 
G^. Henry preflcd her hand to his lips in 
filenccj and they parted. 
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BOOK THE EIGHTH. 

/ 

Chaptek I. 

^n Old Mat^s Prattle in a wintry Night. 

A S the ftatc of fociety becomes more re- 
^ ^ fined, eccentricity of character wears 
away; a writer therefore of the prefent age, 
who aims to give amufing pi<9:ures of the hu- 
mours of the times, finds nature lefs favour- 
able to him in that refpeft than fhe was to 
thofe who reforted to her for the like pur- 
pofes a century or two ago. This cannot be 
denied; but nature ftiU is inexhaiiffiible, and " 
there is no need to emigrate from her domain 
in fearch of novelty and entertainment. 

Originality of humour, or as it is more com- 
monly called, a new charafter, in play or novel, 
is the writer's firft aim, as it is fute to be the 
firft in requeft by every ipeftator and critic, 
and the chief teff by which his genius will be 
tried ; but whdn we life the term originality 
as applied to the human charafter, we cannot 
be underftood to mean a new creature, a be- 
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ing formed by fancy, and not to^be found lit 
nature, but fimply a clofe copy,, a happy likcr 
aefs, of fome (biking, dmrader, whole pecu- 
liariries have aftrong cfFedt, either in the moral 
or the humour of our compofition. The old 
drama abounds wit^ perfbnages of this fort, 
and as the moulds in which they were caft are 
now deftroyed by times we gaze upon them 
i«dth furprife and delight, regarding them as 
non-defcripts, or creatures of a feparate fpe- 
cies, though, at die time of their produdbiooi 
they were doubtlefi fketched from nature ; and 
it is poflible that the authors of that aera were 
not more applauded for their originality, than 
wc of the prefent time are by our contempo- 
raries. When the critics therefore cry againfl 
the ftage as fallen off in its fpirit from Ae old 
matters, and feem to think we ought to- esdii- 
bit as much novelty, and produce as much fur-^ 
prifc by living charafters, as they do by raifing: 
the deadjt who are out of memory and' for* 
gotten, they require of us a* power,, vfhichi. 
though the witch of Endor hsuiy no modem 
poet now can bo^ ; hence it follows, diat 
ibme amongft us, who are indignant of re- 
proach, however unreafonable, being hurried 
upon raih attempts^^ either %end thoir talents 
3. ia 



HE N R r. Ill 

in copying after copies, whilft they aim to 
paint the manners as they were in times palt^ 
or endeavouring to create the lame furprile 
by modern novelties, find themfelvcs carried 
out of nature and probability into the \rii5ons 
of extravagance and romance* This in its 
confequence brings difgraee upon the ftage, by 
reducing comedy into farce,, and farce intio 
puppet-lhew and pantomime : the novelift, in 
the mean time, breaking loole from fociety, 
runs wild into forefts and deferts>in fcarch of 
caves anci uninhabited caftles, where> forgetting 
every law of nature> and even every feature of * 
the human countenance, he paints men and 
women fuch as never were in exiftence, and 
then, amidft the Ihades of night and Jiorror, 
rattles bis chains, and conjures up his ghofts^^ 
till having frightened his readers out of their 
fenfes, he vainly Ibppofes he has charmed 
them into applaufes. 

Bqt the evil does not flop here ; for as a 
man, who runs mad about the flreets, will be 
followed by a naob, in like manner the rhodo* 
montade of the novel is copied by the nonfenfe 
of the opera i and whilft ghofts glide over the 
ftage, thunders roll, and towers tumble, to the 
^mufemenc of the galleries, the carpenter 
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plays ofFhis machinery to the roar of applaud- 
ing crowds, and the author, if he has any feel- 
ing for the dignity of his profcffion, blufhes at 
his triumphs, when he reflefts that* they are 
founded on the difgrace of the theatre. 

Let the author then beware how he is 
piqued into abfurdities by his own vanity, or 
the falfe tafte of the public j if the genius that 
God has given him, and the matter that nature 
fupplies him with, will not ferve the purpofe, 
let him drop the undertaking. If his imagi- 
nation can frame incidents, combine them 
well, and weave them naturally into a'pleafmg 
fable, he^ has gained his point ; but an over- 
anxiety to produce fome ftriking novelty will 
moft likely end in producing fome ftriking 
abfurdity. All ranks of life are open to his 
choice, and he has a right to feledt the 
ftrongeft humours he can find 5 but if he does- 
not find what fuits his purpofe in nature, he 
has no excufe for going out of it, whilft he 
profeffcs to be a delineator of the liying man- 
ners: fancy may ramble as Ihe likes, if fhe 
avowedly beats about for imaginary beings ; but 
if fhe produces her own creations, and calls 
them men and women, or paints charadlers 
out of date, and pafles them upon us for con- 
temporaries. 
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temporaries, fhe does more than (he has fair 
warrant and authority to do. 

• What I have here'faid of charafter is ap- 
plicable to incident : the writers of fidion are 
generally aftuated by fo ftrong a paffion , for 
the nrarvcUous, that they feem to throw every 
thing off the hinges, merely to alarm us with 
the din and clatter they make. . Of all 
wretched expedients, which barren genius can 
refort to, the abrupt introdudion of cafualties 
is one of the meaneft ; in the novels of the 
prcfcnt day, we encounter them at every turn, 
yet they never, impofe upon credulity ; for 
when the fick heroine at death's door threatens 
us with an exit, we are convinced fhe does 
not mean to favour us with the performance 
of it. Surely there is no occafion for all this ; 
neither is the impreflion very pleafing which 
it conveys^ 

If that originality of chara6ler, which wc 
have been fpeaking of, is now become ha,rdly 
attainable, difcHmination is yet within reach; 
and by a happy contrail of leading chaiafters, 
although they ihall not be really new, yet all 
the beft efFefts of novelty may be obtained by 
an alternate play on each other's humours, by 
the mcan» of which very comic and amufing 
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fituatidns may be ftruck out. Amongft oinr 
countrymen, the great nciafters of contrail in our 
own day are Fielding and Sterne: Square and 
Thwackum, Weftern and his filler, the fether 
and the uncle of Triftram Shandy, arc ad- 
mirable inftances : Shakfpeare had it from na- 
ture, Jonfon caught it from Ariffophanes^ 
Socrates and the Clown Strepfiades, in the 
comedy of The Clouds, is, perhaps, the moft 
brilliant contrail of comic humour in the no«^ 
exiiling records of the H^ge, ancient or mo- 
dern. 

Let me fuppofe I am now ipeaking to a 
' young author, fitting down for the firft time 
to his maiden work. The firft thing ncccf^ 
iary is to underlland himfelf]^ the next, to 
know the age,, in which he writes: when his 
nerves arc fortified with a proper confidence 
in his own powers, let that confidence be 
tempered with all the refpeft, which is due to 
people of an enlightened underftanding, who 
are to be his examiners and judges. It is a^ 
very facred correfpondence, that takes place 
between the mind of the author and the mind 
of the readers, it is not like the flight and 
cafual intercourfe we hold with our familiars, 
and acquaintance, where any prattle ferves to 

fill 
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fill up a few focial minutes^ and fet the table 
in a roar J what we commit to our readers has 
no apology from hurry and inattention 9 it is 
the refult of thought well digefted, of fentiments 
by which we muft ftand or fall in reputation, 
of principles for which we muft be refponfible 
to our contemporaries and to pofterity. 

In the degree of entertainment our produc- 
tions may have the fortune to afford, our 
expeftations may be pardonably miftakenj 
but in what offends good morals, or fins 
againft the truth of nature, we err without 
excufe ; felf-love cannot blind us in thefe 
relpefts, becaufe it is not a matter of talents^ 
but of reftitude and common fenfe. ^ We talk 
of critics as of men fet apart on purpofe to 
annoy and cenfure us; whereas every reader is 
a critic, and publifhes his opinion of us where- 
ever he goesj we ourfelves are critics in our 
turn, and what we complain of in our own per- 
fons we do to others; and though few think it 
worth their while to publilh their criticifmq,, 
let it be remembered that fqme men's volces^. 
circulate further than other men's publica^^ 
tions, ^ 

Let us, therefore, who write, weigh well the 
duty of the taik we ^engage in, and let thc^ 
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puerile praftice of invoking the mercy of 
our readers be no more thought of, for, ge- 
nerally fpeaking, we are entitled to no more 
mercy than liberal-minded men will give u^ 
without our begging for it : I am aware of ^hi 
fome exceptions, and am, I hope, as fenfitive }^c 
towards fuch cafes as I ought to be ; but I am » jje 
now fpeaking generally of authors, who write ^^^^ 
for fame, and not for bread. If thefe had all the j^ 
diffidence they afFeft to have, how came it q^ 
not to (land in their v/ay when they reforted to j^^r 
the prefs? And why this terror of the critics ? J ^ 
An author cannot be harmed- by a bad cridc; ^^ 
and why fhould he be afraid of being benefitted 
by a good one ? ^ 
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The bejl Friends mufi part. P 

T|[7E clofed our laft book with the parting 
^ of Henry and Ifabella, in one of thofe 
fituations which we would rather refer to the 
reader's imagination than aim to defcribe. 
Happily for him, his friendly hoftefs gave no . 

interruption to his meditations, nor dkj they 

wander 
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i;vander from their beloved objeft, till the 
tound of Lady Crowbery's wheels called him 
out to meet hen The chaife was ftopt at the 
gate of the cottage-garden, and her attendant 
got out by her lady's order, and ftept afide, 
whilfl: Zachary and the nurfe,"^ who occupied a 
hackney carriage, halted in the rear. When 
Henry's converfation with his mother was 
over, and they had parted, he engaged the 
driver of Zachary's chaife to take him back to 
Crowbery on his return, which was accord- 
ingly done, and he once more found himfelf 
in the hofpitable cottage with his friend 
EzpkieL 

To him he purpofed to dedicate the remain- 
der of that day, and the next morning to join 
the fhip, according to the notice he had re- 
ceived from Captain Cary. Upoij^his arrival, 
he found that Blachford had breathed his M, 
and Sufan May, with her infant, had taken 
poffeflion of his quarters at the cottage; he 
therefore determined upon going on that even- 
ing to the port, and to wait no longer than till a 
chaife could be brought from the neighbouring 
poft town. When he had paft fome time 
with Sufan and honed Daw, in difcourfing on 
their affairisy and had contrived to fatisfy their 
4 to^\e.t?| 
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anxiety -about his wounds with as little violence 
to truth as the fuppreffion of ]Miis Claypde's 
name would admit of^ a tap at the door an- 
nounced a vifitor, when young Tom Weevil 
prefented himfclf, clad in his beft apparel, 
carrying a wallet or knapiack at the end of 
a crooked ftick upon his fhoulder, with a cut- 
lafs flung in a bufF belt rx)und his wafte. 

The preacher, feeing an armed man enter 
his houfe, ftarted from his feat, and marching 
up to him with an intrepid air, cried out, 
** What aileft thou, Thomas Weevil, that thou 
haft armed thyfelf in this foftiion ? l^eak, is^k 
peace, Jehu?" — *^ With your leave, Dodtor 
Daw," replied the young miller, "my bufinefs 
is with the gentlennan there, and jiot with 
you."—" Render up your purpofe to my ears, 
Thomas Weevil/' repeated Ezekiel, *' for thou 
ihalt not pafs xt\t to approach my gueft, until 
thou haft anfwered to my queftion; Is it 
peace ?" — " I know not what you mean by 
your queftion," quoth Tom, " for be it peac€ 
or be it war, all's one to me, feeing duit I am 
cortie to tender my fervftaps to Mr. Henry, who, 
I underftand, is going over fea to foreign coun* 
tries ; and as I bear, do you fee, in grateful 
mind, that he has fav'd my life^ 1 think it but 

' juft 
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juft and right to rifque it in his fervicci and 
(b I am here ready to follow him to the 
world's endi that's aU, Matter Zekiel, I have 
CO fay." 

^' And thou haft faid well, friend Thomas/' 
quoth Ezekiel, *^ therefore pafs in peace, and 
make thyfelf welcome with a cup of my beft 
ale, which I will forthwith adminifter unto 
thee," So faying, the good man went out, 
on hafpUable thoughts intent. 

At the fame time old Weevil made his ap* 
pearance, and repeated to Henry the fame 
tender, in nearly the fame terms, adding, that 
he had given his free confent to Tom's de- 
parture, for, God be thank'd, he had fons 
enough left to keep the mill going the whilft. 
" Tom," faid he, '^ has play'd a Jittle Iqofe to 
be fure, but he has feen his error, and that is 
every thing. He is a good lad in the main, 
and has a grateful heart." Here Ezekiel 
came to them, bearing in his hand a lufty 
pitcher, and faluting the miller with a friendly 
nod, kt it down on the treffel-board, invitingly 
full and frothing. 

Henry now, having given his hand to the fether 
firfl, and "afterwards to the fon, expreifed him- 
felf very fenfibly affcded by the offer they had 
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inade him. He was going out, he told them> 
with a gallant captain, in a (hip of war, who 
might poflibly fall in with an enemy before 
he found his port—" and who can tell," faid 
he, " where an unlucky Ihot may glance? I 
fhou'd be forry therefore to expofe my friend 
Tom to broken bones, tho' I know him to be 
a brave fellow." To this Tom replied, that 
he defpis'd danger in his fervice ; that he was 
ready to (hare his fortune by fea and by land 5 
that he had got his father's leave, and had a 
longing defire to fee the world; in fhort, that 
it wou'd break his heart if Henry wou'd not 
permit him to go with him. This was again 
feconded by old Weevil, when Ezekielj rifing 
up, and putting himfelf into his accuftorhed 
pofture, took up his parable as follows:— 
" Thy zeal, young man, to fliare the fortune 
of him, who, under Providence, was the pre- 
fei-ver of thy life, indicates a grateful mind, 
and I commend thee therefore ; and thou, fon 
Henry, muft nq longer oppofe the laudab)e 
defire, which this youth hath exprefs'd, of de- 
voting himfelf to thy fervice, feeing it is ho lefs 
a part of generofity, in feme cafes, to receive 
an obligation, than to beftow one : it fufficeth 
thac thou haft ingenuoufly forewarn'd Thomas 

Weevil 
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Weevil of the dangers he may chance to incur 
in the courfe of thy peregrin atioa. And vetily 
I am myfelf at this monaent in no fnaall ftrait, 
having fully purpofed not to fufFer thee to 
depart alone, but to bear thee company in thy 
travels in pure afFeftion of heart, knowing 
tbee to be of a bold adventurous fpirit, which 
pulheth thee into dangers ; thefe, if by counfel 
and experience I couM not avert, I might at 
leaft have fhar'd, being refolute to g;o,\vith 
thee, If need required, even unto death. But 
liow behold the corpfe of Mr. Blachford lieth^ 
.yet unburied, and having been the happy 
means of turning hinm from the error of his^ 
ways, can I fail to attend his body to the 
grave, and not be prefent to piit up a prayer 
for the repofe of his foul? And lo! here is. 
the damfel alfo, v/ho hath fufFcr'd violence by 
him, and whofe heart now failech her through 
fear of flander, needeth one to confole \her 
and fupport: who then but myfelf, the friend 
of her mother the widow, and witncfs to the 
confeffion of her feducer, who was once a ion 
of Belial, excufing her and accufing himfel^ is 
fo fitted to that labour of love ? Thefe, not to 
mention the care of her worldly affairs, which, 
lieth on me, are amongft the calls by which- 
Vol. III. G \^^ 
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the trouble of my heart is enlarged, when 
I rcfleft that I muft luffer thee> fon Henry, 
to depart alone ; yet not alone> if fo be 
this friendly youth, whofe grateful tender of 
hknfelf I do exhort thee to accept, fhall be 
thy compafiion by the way. And now feeing 
the hour of thy departure approacheth, and 
the evening draweth on, I muft be brief, as is 
my manner of fpeech, faying only thofe things 
which k were a Ihame to omit, and praying 
the Lord of all mercy to prefervc thee in all 
thy goings, befeeching him to difpofc thy heart 
to continue ftedfaft in his fear and love amidft 
all the temptations of this fmful world, and in 
his good time to return thee and this thy com- 
panion fafe and unhurt to your rejoicing 
friends." 

The good man having concluded his ha- 
rangue, lifted the pitcher to his lips, and drank 
a farewell to his parting guefts, for Henry's 
chaife had now come up to the doon Tom 
Weevil, whofe offer was accepted joyfully, b€- 
ftirred himfelf in lowing Henry's baggage and 
bis own upon the carriage i and now the mo- 
ijient came when our hero, taking Ezekiel's 
hands in his, tenderly addreffed him in thefc 
words^—'* Farewell, my wortliy friends where- 

ever 
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ever Providence difpofes of me, and whatever 
may befal me, whilft I retain life and memory^ 
your kindncfs, benevolence, charities, and vir- 
tues will be regifter'd in my heart." — ^Then 
turning to Sufan, who ftood mute with forrow 
at feeing him prepare to depart, her cheeks 
bathed with tears, he took her in his arms, 
and, after a tender embrace, rccommendegl 
her to the prote&ion of Ezekid, faying — ** I 
leave you tt) the care of this good man, who 
will alfo fland in my place as guardian of your 
infent till I return to you again : he knows the 
purport of Mr. Blachford's will, and wHltakci 
the mealures on my part* as executor, which a 
prudent care of your intereft wiH prefcribc : I 
ne^d not caution you to obferve a proper at- 
tention to the amiable young lady, in whofc 
fervice you will now no longer remain. To 
this your beft of benefaftors you owe the duty 
-of a daughter, and you will not fail to pay it, 
fer'to his pious exhortations it is owing, that the 
lather of your child was brought to a fenfe of 
the injuries he had done you, and induced to 
atone for them j at the fame time take notice^ 
that this excellent creature fufFer'd not one 
(billing of the deceased to adhere to his fingers, 
notwithftanding every offer which, to my know-* 
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ledge, was repeatedly prefs'd upon him bf that 
penitent on his death- bed.*'- " This," faid he, 
addrefling himfelf to old Weevil, who was 
(landing by, *^ is a noble inftance of difintereft- 
cdnefs, and merits the applaufe of every ho- 
neft man/'— rThen giving his hand to Wee* 
vil, he bacje him farewell, promifing him to 
take care of his fon 5 and haftening • out of 
doors, ftept into his chaife, followed by Tom, 
and was off as faft as four nimble horfes and 
two dafhing dfivers could tranfport him, 
. In the mean time (ilence reigned in the cot- 
tage : Ezekiel committed himfelf to his wicker- 
chair, and remained in penfive meditation : ^Su- 
fan feated heritlf by his fide, and as he refted 
his hand upon the arm of his chair, prefled her 
lips upon it, and bathed it in her tears : old 
Weevil felt an aching in his throat, and ap- 
plied himfelf to the pitcher without uttering a 
word, Ezekiel feeing this, roufed himfelf in 
his feat, and cried, diough in a faultering voice, 
*' Courage, neighbour, we have only parted 
&om our friends, we have not loft them,"— 
«^ No, no," cried the miller, as he took the 
pitcher from his lips i " to be fure,.as you fay, 
we have not to mourn over the lofs of them, 
but fomehow or other it makes one feel a litde 
4 queer; 
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queer ; for, as nobody can be fure of life for 
an hour to come^ parting methinks is, as I 
may fay, like taking leave for ever." — " Hea-" 
ven, in its mercy, forbid that," cried Sufait, 
and burft aloud into an agony -of grief. -^ 
" Child, child,^ faid Ezekie), " moderate thy 
wailing; it becometh not us to give way to 
inordinate grief: what haft thou loft which I 
hav^e not loft, and doft thou fee me give way 
to this unfeemly weaknefs ? why doft thou not 
take example by me ? thou feeft, damfel, that - 
I am firm and unfliaken." • Here his voice 
began to quiver, and he feemed fighting againfir 
fomething that rofe in his throat, and would not 
fufFer him to proceed. " 1 know," cried Sufan, 
" we- fhould not anticipate afflidlicn, but when 
a dreadful image is prefented to my imagina- 
tion, how can I forbear to feel a horror *^t the 
thoughts of lofmg fuch a fripd for ever ? 
Think only what he has been to me; think ^ 
what he is, how kind, how gentle, how bene- 
volent! Call to mind his virtues, his fufffr- 
ings, his humility"—— Ezekiel groarfed.-^ 
" What poverty, what perfecution-he has^ en*- 
dur'd.'* — Ezekiel marked his affent with a mo- 
tion of his headj muttering, to himfelfi with 
a figh# that it was true. • " You, I am fure,^ 

G3 Xi\4. 
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faid Sufan, turning to WcevH, " have cauf^ td 
blefs him, you can witnefs to his good deeds, 
and you can alfo tell how he was rewarded for 
them J but let the dead fleep in peace ; there 
are fome ftill living whofe nnalice never fleeps, 
there is no end to their attempts againft his life, 
wicked wretches ! it is to fome of them he 
owes that wound, which he wou'd make us be- 
lieve is accident, becaufe he's all forgivenefs : 
but I believe fome villain has beiet him :*Hea^ 
vensi what muft that man's heart be made 
of ?*^— ^-^ Mill ftones," faid EzekieL— •< I wiQi 
I had them between mine,** quoth Weevil, 
•' by the Lord Harry I wou'd fqueeze them/* 
— " I know whereabouts they are,** rejoined 
Sufan, " and what theii- fpite fprings from^ 
and now, my dear Mr, Daw, can you woni- 
der I ana afflided, when fuch is their diabolip 
cal malice, that perhaps even now they have a 
plot upon his life, and are lying in wait to de4^ 
ftroy him«" — Thefe words feizing the brain oi 
Ezekiel, he fprung upon his legs^ and with an 
ait^veration not far ihort of an oath, declared 
he would that inftant go forth and defend hink 
Suian, who faw the phrcnfy, cried out to Wec^ 
yil to flop him. " Arc you befide yourfel^ 
friend Daw/* faid the milkrj, ^' to think of 

overtaking 
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overtaking four poft-horfcs with one pair of* 
legs? what the plague, is not itijr fon Tpm 
there to guard him, and didn't they fet off heltcr 
(keltcr as if the devil drove thenn ? why by 
this time they are half way to the fea-fidc, anJ 
who lhou*d ftop them ? Our friend Sufan do?» 
but fpeak as all women do when they afe in a 
fright^ and 1 thought you was too much ^ 
man to be ftartled by what they fay."— "1 be- 
lieve," replied Daw, refuming his dignity, " t 
am as much of a man as my neighbours, and 
not leis of a friend to my fellow-creatures than 
I ought to be. I am not apt to be idle wheit 
the wicked are a-foot, and innocence is in- 
danger. However^^ I do recoiled that the/ 
went off with fpeed, and that there i^ Uitlfcr 
likelihood I can viith aU my exertions over- 
take them* tho' I hold myfclf no mean pcdef^ 
trian, and yield to no one ib the race on foot. 
Howbeit, I decKnc the conteft againft fucte 
odds; but.no fooner fliaJl to-mforrow*i5 fuir 
rife than I will rife with him, and ftep over ta 
the port to fee if all be well ;. amd, if aughc^ 
be wanting, to ftand forth in their fervice and^ 
defence." 

" Wilt thou," cried Weevil, " then- 1 amf* 

Widi thee,, and will whip thee over in my 

G 4 jockey-: 
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jockey-cart in a trice, you'll go as eafy as if 
you was in your own wicker-chair. I will be 
here at thy door by the firft peep of day. 
What fay'ft thou, is't agreed ?"— « Agreed V 
cried Ezekid, " but hold, what day in the 
week will to-morrow be ?'* — 'VThurfday," faid 
the miller.— ^^ I proteft that is lucky," replied 

• the preacher ;'" for had it been the Lord's day 
I could not have gone with thee.'^—" Then 
give me hold of your hand," quoth Weevil, 
*^ for damn me if thou art not as good a heart 

•as lives, and if ever I have flipt out any 
thing in the way of joke to ofRnd thee, 1 am 
heartily forry for it, and I aflc thy pardon/' — 
"Enough," quoth Dav/, *^ and more than 

•tnough, friend Thomas 3 for I cou*d have cre- 
dited thy good- will without in oath; however 
drink, and let us empty the pitcher/* 



, , Chapter III. 

Our Hero goes out 'to Sea. 

•'PUNCTUAL to his appointment. Miller 

Weevil prcfented himfeu'^, by break of day, 

at the door of Ezekiel's caftle, where, having 

Tcatcd the apoftlc by his fide,, direftly over the 

axlecree 
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sndetree of a vehicle, which, if it Had been 
conftrufted profefledly as- an inftrument of 
torture, might have done credit to the inge- 
nious cruelty of its inventor, he fet forward 
on a round trot, joking him over ruts and 
rocks with a mercilefs indifference the ftraiteft 
way to his point, till they came in view of the 
fea, with the frigate riding at anchor. Eze- 
kiel, who now faw a period to the perfecution 
he had endured for two long hours, took cou- 
rage, and being juft then in a fandy pafs, 
availed* himfelf of the firft moment he could 
venture to put his tongue to any ufe, having 
wifely kept it flill whilft his teeth were in mo* 
tion : the Icenc was magnificent; the fun, 
'which was flaming in their rear, threw a gleam 
offphndoiir over the fhore, the fhip and -the 
cxpanfe of waters, that terminated the profpeft. 
Gbjefts like thefe could not fail to carry up 
Ezekiel's thoughts to the Creator of all things j 
in his foul Devotion, .eagle^ winged, fate ever 
ready to catch the lignal for foaring in its flight 
. towards Heaven J accordingly « he began, in a 
lofty cadence, to rehearfe that portion of the 
107th pfalm, which begins ^^'They that go down 
to thejea injhipy His charioteer in the n>ean 
while, ftruck with thd awful flrain, refpe£tfuUy • 
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lUckcned his pace and lifiened in fikncr, pcm^ 

dering the &te of lus faay then floating on the 

fiuiace <^ diat tranendoas o€ean> m the mercf 

of Him ^ ^ orAff^ imt^ tbeftormy wind arifeth!* 

When Exckirl ceaied bis recitation, Weeyit 

•bferred that the words were verjr fiAe> though 

Be was pretty iiirc he had heard them be^^ 

<bie» ^ I b^eve dioa hafl^^ quoth £zekiel> 

•• if diou dkia ever hear the p&lms.**— ^'If fo> 

find he> ^ I wifli you wou*d double down die 

leaf for ion Thomas, for I think every maft 

who goes to fea ihou'd have the foar of God 

bdore his eyes***— **^ And whtther fhou'd any 

man go without itB** iaid Ezekielf and im^ 

mediately ftruck intx> that ensaptured paflag^ 

of die iame fuUime minftrel^ '"^ WUtbar JbcUl 

g9 then from tbyjlmrd,*'^ &a 

This again drew Ae profoundeft attention; 
from WeeviK who, at the condufion) expreflfed 
himfelf very^higUy delighted Y^ichwfaaVhe bad^ 
heard,, obferving,. that he firmly bcheved it ali,. 
and that no man could commit a. bad a£Bon^ 
fefcly> for that God's eyes weue every where v 
** and I make no doubt," added he,. '*^tot diat 
villain Bowfcy, tho* he has got out of oar readv 
will fall into the han(& of juftice fooner or later, 
and pay fauce for his^ wickednefs in the end ; 

andi 
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and as I hold him to be a murderer all one a«> 
if Tom had died under his hand,/ 1 don't de^ 
ipair of feeing him brought to the gallows m\ 
God's good time."^« Neighbour WceviU^' 
replied Ezekiely « it is not in d^e death, but im 
the eonverfi'on of ar (inner that our God do— 
Ughteth, and thou,, taking^ pattern from hki 
mercy y fbouldff aUbin from vengeance, &e^ 
ing it belongeth not to diee,,but to him alon^.. 
Forbear,. dierefore,.to wifl>^^for the puniflHnent: 
of that runnagate, wi(h rather for hia repenc^- 
ance. Do all diings, my friend; in love and; 
charity to aU men;, give thy heart to him Airt:: 
deferves i^,. thy help to all that ftand ih^^ ncc& 
^ it. Remember that the law. tnes our ac^. 
lions, but God judges our thoughts^. There- 
is a rule,, fliort,, eafy^ equitable«--D0i as ynt. 
would be d6neby,y and yiOU cannot do. wrong/^ 
— « Why that-S eicaftly thc^ rule I fi>Bciw>r 
'£ud: the mBter;., ^ if a man. does me a- goo<£ 
turn, I requite hinvi widi one as goodt;, if he: 
does me an ill one, £ pay him in his owm 
cmn s and if he robs, and plunders n)e>, Kke: 
^t villain Bowiey^. I wiih^^o fee him.hang'd j 
^at's my way,,and I believe it's very nacotai.* 

Weevil was not famous^ for drawing rigfitL 
iiondufions^, and Ezekiel would hardly haver 
CI6> ^^^i^ 
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failed to convince him of it, had not he juft 
then turned into his inn-yard, under the fign 
of the fhip, where he was inftantly accofted 
by his fon Thomas, who had juft come off 
from the fhip to procure (bmc things that 
Henry had occalion for : one of the frigate*s 
boats was waiting for him, and his job would 
be di(patched in half an hour, when he would 
go with them on board, where Henry wasu 
.This interval Weevil propofed to fill up with 
a good breakfeft j for whatever his companion 
might think of the matter, he at leaft recol- 
le6lcd that he had come away from home faft- 
ing. 

There was a fellow in the kitchen, belong- 
ing to the boat, who called himfelf the cap- 
. tain's cockfwdn, who made himfelf known to 
our travellers upon- hearing them fay they 
'were going on board ,• he had been taking leave 
of a nymph of the Ihore, who went by the 
dubious title of his wife, and indeed it. may 
.'Well be queftioned if that honourable and 
Jiappy tide was more than nominal; fhe was 
; however in tears, and Jack was comforting 
her and himfelf with a glafs of brandy, whilft 
he repeated to her in a lamentable tone his part- 
ing vovs, intCf fording them with a continual re- 
' . ^ petition 
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petition of " Only be true to me, PoU ;" and 
clenching his promifes of reciprocal fidelity 
-with oaths of fo peculiar a fort, as made Eze- 
kiel ftare with aftoni{hment> though he hardly 
knew what interpretation to put upon them. 
At laft| when the fellow had pretty well dif- 
pofed of every particle about himfclf to fome 
devil or -other, to hold in pledge for his con-- 
ftancy to his beloved mate, Ezekiel, though 
in clofe aftion at that moment with the falcecj 
buttock of an ox,- laid down his Jcnife and 
fork, and began to take, the fwearer to tafk.. 
« Friend,'* faidEzekieU "dioahaft talk'd in fo 
loud a tone that thou haft made us hearers of thy 
converfation whether we wou'd or not j, I per^ 
ceive with regret that in the midft of thy afflic- 
tion at parting from thy fpoufe>thou haft exhort- 
ed her to conftatncy frequently, and in fuch a 
manner as argues, a fufpicion of her fid.elity to 
thee in thine abfence : what caufe thou haft to 
hold in doubt the virtue of the wife of thy bofboii 
I cannot tell, as thouTlaft^ ftated no aftual chgtrgc 
againft lier ; but I Ihou'd hopi? the young woi- 
;maa hath not enter'd into the holy ftate of 
.wedlock without weighing and perpending the 
duties of a wife, and alfo what a heinous fift 
it is to violate the nuptial bed: if Ihe knowetli 
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this, what need is there for tHy fb frequeiit rr^ 
petitions on a cafe fo clear? if (he knowcth it 
not, I am here ready to inftruft her in her ma- 
trimonial offices to the beft of my ^ilities.** 

*' Are you id ? you be damned,'' cried the 
failor^ eyeing him from head to foot witfi the: 
moft fovereign contempts */ Til tell you what>, 
brother, 'twill be the worft job you ever took 
in hand in your life. You, indeed ! you, witb 
diofe lantern jaws, pretfcnd to talk to my PoU^ 
you, with that lank carcafe, for all the woricK 
Kke the purfer's fliirt upon a hand-fpike."* 
And now the lady, ho lefs irritated than her- 
{pokefman, joined her treble to the bafe, over- 
whelming poor Ezekicl with a torrent of" 
words not the moft courdy, in a key not die 
Bnoft harmonious, whilft he ftood ftaring widf 
aftonifitmerit on-them both, yielding however 
no one inch of ground from the poffi he had; 
taken, nor from the upright attitude in whick 
h& ftood, confcious of having given no ofFence*. 
6vc Aat his zeal had innocendy intruded a 
kind offer where it was not called Tor.. Bqt 
feon the din became general ; for Weevil, the 
jnilkr, had now turned out on the part of his> 
friend, whilft the landlady, who exerted her 
voice for peace and filence, roared louder, and 
6t with: 
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with more fbry than the parties themfelves^ wh(> 
were vociferous enoii^ in the coi^rovcrfy 
without her help. When this coi^fioii was at 
the heighth, and the failor, now rou&d, Kke the 
lion, with his own roar, was beconre ferocious 
thundering out his oaths by whole broadfides 
It a volley, a ftripling youtfi> or rather hoyv 
xn the uniform of a midfhipman^ fiepping up 
to him, and eatching hold of a button of his 
jacket, cried out in a (hriU emafculate voice, 
— " What's here to do with you, rafcal ? hold 
your jaw and jun^ aboard, you lubber, or I'tt 
make you change your doxy for the gunner's 
dau^tcr/' 

Silence inftantly enifued. — ^ Aye, aye. Sir P^ 
cried the failor, gave a flirug,. pulled up hb. 
trowfers, and was off like a fhot. 

The youngfter alked the landlady^ if the fcL- 
k)w had left any thfaig uiqjaidj. an«f being told 
diere was nothing on the fcore but a ftiilling; 
for the brandy he and the tady had' been drink- 
ing, he immediatdy diichai^ed it, intinaating; 
to the afore&ki lady„ that na more women 
would be admitted on board> as the fiigate 
would wci^ with the next tide- 

Ezekiel contemplated this inftance of difc 
ci^pUnfi with furprize and admiration: the 
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boyilh age andperfon of the officer carried IS^ 
Etdc authority in^ appearance, that he could 
fcarce account for the immediajte cfFeA it took 
upon the boifterous fpirit of tlie lailor, and the 
obedience it produced.--^-" Truly,, young genr 
tlecnan," he faid, ^^ there muft be admirable 
order on board your (hip, when an unruly na- 
ture can be fo readily controul'd by a gentle 
one." — " I believe, . Sir," faid the boy, ." we 
are as well off in that refpedt as our neighs 
hours;: Gaptadn Gary fupports his officers, and 
I fancy that's the furcft way to kecpi themen 
in order.." — Ezckiel then cjiquired; after his. 
friend on board, faid that he had come for th^ 
purpofe of paying him a fhort vifit before he 
feiled, and. civilly requefted permiffion to be 
paffed to the fhip in his boat.-r-" Moft readir 
IJr^" faid this young commander i "I am only 
waiting for a man who is ^on fliore on that gen^ 
ticman's bufinefs,.and I fhall be off directly.? 
At thatinftant Tom Weevil entered the kitch^ 
en, and the miller having paid the, reckon^ 
ing, Ezekiel with, the father and fon, undef 
conduft of their warlike leader,, proceeded to 
the beach, where the boat was manned an4 
waiting. There was a heavy fwell fet in' by 
the oppofitipn of wind and tide,, and fufthei: 

OUtu 
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out a bar, on which the fea broke in a manntr 
not a little formidable to a landfman^s eyes: 
the fngate was at anchor about two miles with- 
out this bar J Ezekiel and old Weevil were 
placed in the ftern-lheets, Tom took his poll 
at rhe bow, and the noify fellow, now in office 
as cockfwain, took his feat in the fleerage, as 
perfeftly under command* of his beardleis 
officer, as if the admiral of the Beet had been ' 
on board the boat. If Ezekiel was ftruck 
with furprize at die authority of the yourigfteh 
on fhore, he was ftill more fo with his addrei^ 
and fkill in manoeuvring the boat through 'k 
fea, which he conceived was every inftant 
about to whelm them in the waves. The 
miller, who was as much a novice in navigai^ 
tion as the preacher, exhibited ftrong fymp-^ 
toms of alarm, jumping up once or twice in 
the boat, for which he was very properly re- 
primanded by the youngffer, who ridiculed 
his fears, telling him if he was afraid of being 
fwamp*d, he went thfe very way to bring it 
about. Ezekiel, on the contrary, fate ftill iand 
kept a fteady countenance, not that he did not 
think he was at the laft crifis of his fate, but 
becagfe he pofleflTed a mind tranquilKzed by 
religion, and perfei5Hy refigned to that alf^di-- 
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reding Being, to whom his mental ejacula« 
tions were then filently addreffed. When thejr 
had ftruggled for fome time on the bar, with 
lufty finews znd hearts of controversy the young 
officer giving his orders with perfeft firmnefs 
and precifion, and all voices were hulhed, but 
the ihrill fmall pipe of a child, he cried to 
the cockfwain— ** Mind your helm and be 
damn'd to you I Steer fteady 5 now, lads, giver 
way all, and we arc clear." — The energy was 
inftantaneous ; what cannot Britifb failors do? 
the boat was driven through die waves, the bar 
was paffed, and they found themfelves at once 
in deep water and a fmootherfea: the little 
xnidfhipman now bade them ftep the mail 
and hoift the fail; they (hot before the wind, 
and quickly were along-Gdc of the frigaw. 
The humanity of this youngfter gave orders 
for taking care of Ezekiel and old Weevil, z& 
they awkwardly fcrambled up the fide; a lieu-^ 
tenant ftood upon the gunwhale, giving orders 
about fomc frefh beef and other ftores they 
had brought off in the cutter; and Ezekict 
had another call upon his wonder and furprizc,) 
when he heard this lieutenant fay to the young^ 
ofl&cer of the boat — ** You have had a good 
tuzzle on the bar^ Lord Frederick." — " Soj. 

for 
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fo," replied Lord Frederick, and immediately 
taking off his hat, whilft he addreffed his fu- 
perior officer, informed him that thcfe two gen- 
tlemen wiftied to fpeak to Mr. Fitzhenry. 
The anfwcr was, that he was then in the cabin 
under the furgeon's hands, but if the gende- 
mens' bufinefs was urgent, he would direft 
them to be fhewn the way to him. Ezekiel 
exprefling a defire to be inftantly admitted to 
his friend, was put under the guidance of a 
marine, whilft old Weevil went afide with Tom 
to his quarters. 

When Ezekiel entered the cabin, he fi)und 
Henry with his arm ftripped, and the furgeon 
cleaning his wound ; a kind falutation was all 
theie friends could interchange in their prefent 
circumftances.— — " This gentleman," faid 
Henry, " who is the furgeon of the fliipi is fo 
kind to take V in hand this paltry fcratch, and 
I aflure you, he gives a very handfome tefti- 
rnony to our good dame's performances."—^ 
" A fcratch, do you call it V* cried Ezekiel, 
knitting his brow, ^^ it is a perilous ftab ! I 
proteft I did not think by your account it had 
been any thing like this:" — then addrefling 
hioifelf to the furgeon, he added, — *' I pray 
you, learned Sir, what is your opinion of this 
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ugly gafh?'* — " My opinion is/' cried the 
fiirgeon, " that had it not been in the direc- 
tion where fortunafely it is, it might have been 
an uglygafh indeed ^ but as it is, I think it 
will ht well in a few more dreflings."' — This 
he faid without looking at Ezekiel, being then 
employed ih applying a comprefs to the wound 
before he 'bound it irp: having done this, he 
loO'kcd round for the fpeaker, whom he no 
fooner fet eyes on, than he faid, ^* Is it you> 
Mr. Daw ? I am very glad to fee you.'* — Ezc- 
kiel flared upon him for a moment, theii 
marching up to him, and taking him cordially 
by the hand, exclaimed,-^" As I live, it is my 
old friend and favourite, Billy Williams: ne* 
vcr truft ml?, but I rejoice to fee thee in th^ 
land of the living, Mt. Williams; heartrlyl 
rejoice at thy well-doing, for I have much 
bewaird thy 'ilidden -difappeaTance from a- 
mongft us, efteeming thee very truly for thy 
tOwardly difpofition and good qualities, no left 
than for 'thy talents. If I miftake not, it is 
now going on to two years finee you quitted 
neighbour Gawdle, and we knew not; whither 
you went?'*^ — This fatisfied Henry's curiofity 
fo fai*, and as they proceeded in their conver- 
fation,. Williams filled, up the^ interval with an 

account 
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ijccount of hiinfelf in various (hips to the pre- 
fent time, when having done his bufmefs with 
Henry^ and anfwcred all E^ekiel's enquiries, 
he refpe6tfiilly took his leave and retired. And 
now our hero and his friend being left to 
themfelves, had a conference of at lead half an 
hour without interruption, when Captain Cary 
entered the cabin, who very kindly welcomed 
Ezekiel upon Henry's introdudtion of him : 
he lamented he could not afk him to dinner, 
as they were then weighing anchor, and fhould 
be out to fea. *' We muft think therefore," faid 
he, *^ how tQ get' you on fliore:" and the firfl 
lieutenant then entering the cabin, he defired 
him to hail the tender along-fide of them, and 
afk the loan of their boat to fet Ezekiel and 
r- his friend Weevil on (hore. They now ad- 
journed to the quarter-dedk, whilft Ezekiel's 
attention was deeply engaged with the exer- 
tions of the men at the capftan, where, for che 
time they are at work, they enjoy a kind of 
temporary faturnalia, venting their fea jokes 
without rcftraint, in a moft ridiculous ilile. 
AH was new to Ezekiel, but the heavy moment 
of parting from Henry hung upon his heart, 
and now the tender's boat was hauled along 
fide;, the frigate fwung with the tide; the 
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iails were hoifting, the boatfwain plied his 
whiffle, the men fwarmed upon die yards, Ac 
officers roared throu^ their trumpets. Weevil 
was already in the boat, Ezekiel caft a parting 
look at Henry, threw his arms about his neck, 
fighed out a farewell ; recommended him to 
Providence, and committed himfclf to the 
boat. 



Chapter IV. 

jf certain inter eficd Gentleman meets 
with a Rebuff. 

^T*HE tender's boatmen hawled off from 
^ the Ihip a few lengths, and then laid on 
their oaiis, and cheered the frigate, who now 
began to feel her fails and make, way through 
the water : this roufed Ezekiel fix)m his tor- 
por, and inftandy his ears were afiailed by 
three repeated cheers, in a mudi louder key 
from the whole crew of the tender, who had 
manned ihip in compliment to Captain Carjr : 
the frigate's crew returned the inlpiring com- 
pliment, and then prefentmg her item xi> the 

tear- 
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tear-full eyes ofEzekiel, (he glided majefti- 
cally over the waves, fcarce deigning them a 
curtfey as they funk beneath her keel, con- 
fcious,^ as it fliould feem, that fhe was worthy 
to aflert the empire of the flag which fhe dif- 
played. 

" Hurrah! my hearts/* cried the man in 
the fteerage, the boat cut through the water. 
— " There fhe goes," looking at the frigate, 
faid one of the fellows at his oar.—'* Damn 
me, but I wifh I was in her," repeated a fc- 
cond. — ** Have you then a friend," faid Eze* 
kiel, '^ on board that fhip, whom you regret 
to part from ? and is your heart agoniz'd with 
grief like mine?" — " Grief indeed 1" cried 
the fellow, in a furly ton«; '* grief never came 
near my heart fince I had one : I wifli myfelf 
b her becaufe I think fhe has a fighting cap- 
tain on board, and there!! be fomething to be 
Upt to make merry with on fhore : but belike 
you are tender-hearted, and take on becaufe 
your friend is gone to fea 5 if that be the cafe, 
do you mind me, do as I do, when I part 
from my wife, fwab the Ipray out of yotir 
glims, and think no more about it." — " I can- 
not be fure that I clearly underftand thee, 
friend," replied Ezekiel, ^' but I prefume it 
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makes to the benefit of thy country, that thou 
art void of feeling." » 

As this did not reach the underftanding of 
the tar, it produced no anfwer, and what- 
ever want of feeling in Ezckiers fenfe of it 
there might be in thofe he had embarked with, 
there was fuch ftrength and alacrity, that our 
paflengers foon found thernfelves fafely landed 
on their native foil. A caii of grog to the 
crew, and a flight refrefliment for Weevil and 
Ezekiel, to revive languid nature, filled up the 
time, whilft the miller's cart v/as getting ready, 
which at length fafely landed our travellers at 
Ezekiel's door, and not without many of thofe 
jars and jumbles emblematic of the troubles in- 
feparably attendant on our paflage through life, 

Whilft Henry was now wafted' into the 
ocean, and whilft the land he had left was 
finking in the horizon of his profpeft, the 
tender heart of his beloved Ifabella had di- 
refted many a figh to attend him over the 
watery wafte. Lady Crowbery had arrived 
at Manftock Houfe, Jefs exhaufted with her 
firft ftage than could reafonably be expedted : 
Sir Roger, Ilabella, Zachary Cawdle, every 
ibul male and female in the family, were in 
motion to attend upon her, nor did the reve- 
rend 
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rend Mr. Claypole f^il to be amongft the 
forwarded to exhibit, his devoirs : Fanny, 
itteanwhile, remained in fuUen folicude at the 
vicarage, her mind experiencing the various 
torments flighted paffion is expofed to. Her 
fecret was entombed in Ifabella's breaft; in 
that of Goody May it had a more precarious 
tenure -, yet for the prefent flie adhered to the 
injunftions fhe had received, and held her 
tongue. Lady Crowhery had remarked the 
condition of Henry's arm, but had taken up 
with the flight account he had given of it, the 
rather becaufe ftie perceived he had a ready 
ufe of it. Little, however, was faid upon the 
fubjeft whiift the family were about her, and 
Ifabella did not think it neceflary to fpeak of 
the interview ftie had had at the dame's. 

When. dinner was over, and Lady Crow- 
bery's fpirits feemed recruited by her repafl: 
and the company of her friends, an opportu- 
nity was taken by Sir Roger to introduce a 
fubjeft, which he knew his friend Mr. Clay- 
pole to have much at heart, and which hz 
opened, by enquiring if fhe had filled up Mr. 
RatclifFe's vacancy. Upon her replying, that it 
was yet open, Sir Roger exprefled his wifhes 
in favour of his friend then prefent^ for Clay- 

Vol. in. . H ^<^W^ 
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|)oIe*s deficaqr had not prevailed widi him to 
retire from the hrving of his own fucceis at 
firft hand, of which he very naturally enter- 
tained tlic moft Anguine expedation. — " Are 
you a party in thefe wifhcs of your worthy 
friend ?** £ud the Lady, addreffing herfelf to 
Claypole. — ^ I confeis to your Ladyfhip I 
am," replied he, « and fliouki hold myfclf in- 
finitely bound to you for putting me in pof- 
ielfion of thole wHhcs." — « Mr. Ratclifie was 
a conftant re6dent,** rcfruned fhe^ ** and, per- 
haps, you are not aware diat I fhou*d flipulate 
with his fueceflbr to tread as nearly as poffibk 
in his fteps." — ^* 1 hope. Madam," replied the 
Divine, fomewhat piqued at the expreffion, 
** I fhou'd not fall fhort of my predeceflbr in 
any part of his praftice." — ** In fome of his 
doftrincs, I believe, you differ, Mr. Claypole, 
if I have been righdy informed.'* — ** As how. 
Madam, I befeech you,*' reiterated the reve- 
rend gendcman, with eagemefs,. " in what 
one doftrine, fitting for Mr. Ratclifie to hold, 
have I been found to differ fiom him, or fall 
fiiort ? I never had my orthodoxy queftion'd." 
~Sir Roger looked at his niece with marks 
of furprife, but being a man of few words, 
waited filently for a farther e^lanation of this 

xnyflery. 
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myftery. — " In this rcfpcft," laid the Lady, 
" I conceive you differ : Mr. RatcHffe put a 
value on a juft and generous ad? that wou'd 
hkveled him to dcfpife the man who gave him 
fordid counfel, or condemned him for a faerie 
fice of btereft to confcience. This, I dare 
fay, is your doftrine in tte pplpit, Mr. Clay- 
pole, for I don't doiibt your ordiodoxy ; but, 
allow me to lay, it was his alfo in the clofet 5 
this he inculcated to Henry, whom he fathered, 
and who has nobly pra<Elis'd what he taught, 
by giving up the whole of BJachford's fortune 
to thefon of Blachford: this you condemned 1 
but this my departed friend wou'd have to 
decidedly approved of, that I take upon mc 
to fay, you differ in your dodrine ; and being 
employed in fceking out forae fucceiTor, who 
lliall, as I before faid, tread as. nciarly as poA 
fible in the fteps of that excellent ' and ever- 
lamented friend, I can only teli you, that I have 
not yet; difcover'd the perfon that arifwers^o 
my fcarch.'* 

Here the lady ceafed from fpeaking. The 
perfons prefent were Sir Roger Manftock, 
Ifabella, ^nd the gentleman himfelf, to whom 
the words were addrefled j of thefe not one 
fcemed dilpofed at th;^ time to renew the fub- 
jcfti various motives kept them fikrvt\ ^V^^^cv 
H % Q\7VN^c^^> 
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Claypole, who had probably better difpofi- 
tions for taking up the converfation, but Icfs 
matter to /upport it with than any prefent, 
fuUenly retired, and left the uncle, niece, and 
Ifabella, to comnient upon it as they faw fit. 

Sir Roger, who was not yet informed of the 
tranfaftion alluded to by Lady Crowbery, and, 
to his great furprife, had heard his application 
anfwered in fo different a manner from what 
he looked for, faw Claypole leave the room 
without offering a word either in fupport of 
his fuit, or which might lead to an explanation 
of what he did not yet comprehend. Ifa- 
bella alone knew the real motives of the abfent 
gentleman for the proceeding, which Lady 
Crowbery refented in this manner, and at the 
fame time forefaw the farther difappointment 
that was in referve for him, when he fliould 
next have a meeting with his niece. Sir Ro- 
ger, in the mean time, after fome paufe, re- 
quefted to be informed by Lady Crowbery, 
how it was Mr. Claypole had been fo unfor- 
tunate as to loofe her good opinion ? This drew 
from her an account of Henry's generous be- 
haviour in the matter of Blachford's will, and 
of the fentiments Mr. Claypole had expreffed 
upon that tranfadtion, when he called upon 

Henry 
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Henry at' Crowbery. Every circumftance of 
this was new to the worthy Baronet, who, 
without hefitation, concurred in pafling the 
higheft encomiums on our hero, and con- 
cluded by faying, that he always fulpedtcd his 
friend Claypole to have a little more attention 
to the main chance, than was ftriftly confident 
with his own way of thinking. — " Witnefs," 
laid he, " his readinefs to give up me and 
my parifh for an exchange, which, upon cal- 
culation, cou'd not have benefitted him in more 
than a hundred a year at mod:, fo that, I con- 
fefs to you, it put me upon computing the 
price at which he valued the fociety of an old 
friend, whofe houfe and heart were ever open 
to him. After all, perhaps, it may be too much 
to require of any man, that he fhou'd love me 
better than his money 5 and as for his advice 
to our friend Henry, which appears to you fo 
reprehenfible, recolleding, as I do, how much 
it was the wifti of his heart to marry him to 
his niece Fanny, I can account for his regret 
at feeing fuch a fortune as Mr. Blachford's flip 
out of his fingers."—" Heavens T' exclaimed 
Lady Crowbery, forgetting herfcif in the mo- 
ment of furprife, " had he the aflurance to 
fuppofe that my Henry wou*d throw himfelf 
H 3 ^w^^ 
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away upon that flippant flirting thing Fanny 

Claypole ? FU venture to pronounce^ his. heart 

was never that way di{pos'd 5 no, no, he has 

better notions, better tafte, and better preten- 

lions/* 

The Baronet, though too much a man of 
honour to expofe what had been pafling in his 
houfe, was yet unwilling to hear his intelli- 
gence fo totally decried, and turning to his 
^daughter, faid, he fancied Ihe could teft:ify 
there was fome truth in what he faid : this ap- 
peal came rather unfeafonably upon Ifabella, 
who had taken to herfelf the application of 
feme words, which Lady Crowbery had con- 
cluded with, and flie iimply re|)lied, that Miis 
Claypole, fhe believed, would hot have been 
adverfe to fuch a propofal j but flie added, in- 
cautioufly enough, that Ihc was furc no fuch 
thing could ever take place.—" Indeed!'* 
cried her father, " are you fure of that? 
Upon what grounds, I beg to know, do you 
fpeak fo confidently about Henry*s refolu- 
tions ?"--.« Becaufe," replied Ifabella, and 
here fhe faultered ; but truth was too familiar 
with her lips to be held back — " becaufe Tue 
told me fo himfelf." 

Chap- 
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C H A P T E R ¥• 

Let Innocence beware! Spring-guns ~tmd Man^ 
\ traps are laid in tbeje Pren^es ! 

TITHE N IfabeUa gave this honeft anfwrer 
to her father's queftion, a light fti uck 
upon his mind. Which fome of our readers 
may think might have reached him before. 
Accuftomed ever to behold her open brow 
without a cloud, and to hear her fpeak to him 
without faultering, the embarraffment that now 
he could not fail to difcover, opened a new 
tf^ia of thoughts, and he inftantly preffed frefh 
gucftion* upon Ifabella^ which fhe had top 
inuch candour to evade. She told him how 
(he had accidentally dropt in at dame May's 
that very morning, where fhe found Henry.— 
"And how came he there ?" Sir Roger demand-!- 
cd ?-^" He had hurt his arm, and the good 
woman was drcfling it." — " And did he tell 
you of Mr. Claypole's propofal for his niece, 
and of his own rejeftion of her ?'*— " I under- 
ftood,'* replied IfabeUa, " he had an interview 
with Mifs Claypole, which had been conclu^ 
H 4 five 
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five againft any further correfpondence or Coth 
neftion.'* — *' And how was you intereftcd/' 
demanded he, *' to be inform'd of that ?*'— 
" I fhou'd hope/' reph'ed Ifabella, '' that my 
father does not want to fcarch into my 
thoughts, as fufpefting they conceal what 
ought not to be there.'* — This apoftrophe, 
and perhaps the prefence of Lady Crowbery, 
checked for a tinie the curiofity of Sir Roger ; 
Zachary alfo helped to turn the fubjeft, by 
coming in with a medicine he had been pre* 
paring for his patient. 

The reverend Mr. Claypole, who had left 
the room upon his rebuff from the lady pa- 
tronefs of RatclifFe's living, had gone ftraight 
to the vicarage in queft of his niece : here he 
•was greeted, not with the fight of Fahny^ but 
of Fanny's letter, put into his hands by the old 
^oman of the houfe, who informed him that 
the young lady had taken her departure early 
in the morning. This letter briefly told him, 
that Ihe had for ever taken leave of a place 
that was rendered odious to her by the treat- 
ment fhe had met in it 5 that flie made no 
doubt ftories would be circulated difreputable 
to her charafter, but they could be nothing but 
the bafeft forgeries, which (he conjured hini 

to 
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W treat with the contempt they merited ; that 
(he had difcovered the young man,, he thought 
fo well of, to be half knave half fool, and, for" 
her part, Ihe had done with him j fhe added, 
that he had frightened her into fits by his 
awkwardnefs, in letting a knife, which (he had 
ufed for cutting open the leaves of a bopk, run 
into bis arm, and wound him. In conclufion, 
(he apologized for the early hour of her de- 
parture, which prevented her from tiaking leave . 
of hitn ; but he (hould hear from her when (he 
arrived in London. 

Claypole's breaft now boiled ijrith indigna- 
don againft Henry 5 he had difgraced his niece, 
and, which was w^orfe, difappointed him of a 
valuable living ; for he was too well inforincd, 
not to know that RatclifFe had left it in a (late 
that would bear a deal of ftretching. In this 
temper of mind he (auntered (lowly towards 
Sir Roger*s, deeply meditating by the way : 
the baronet was no lefs eager for the meet- 
ing than he was, and having ftept out of the 
room when Zachary entered in, encountered 
him in the halL Claypole was full charged with 
venom he had brooded upon by the way ; " I 
thank you, dear and worthy Sir,'* faid he, with 
counterfeited humility, " for your kind though 

H 5 ^ VW^^^^Ni.-^ 
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incffeftual intcrcefllon in my favour. Hav- 
ing heard a charaAer of myfelf fo contrary to 
what I cxpefted or defcrved, I hope you will 
not think mc petulant, if I beg leave to retire 
to my chamber for this evening, rather than 
meet the eyes of a kdy, which had not 
us'd to look fo unfavourably upon me, and for 
whom I entertain too high a reverence and 
dttcem, to be indifferent to her contempt of 
mc« Perhaps, Sir, you may have thought, 
a8 Lady Crow bcry does, that this young man's 
conduft in Blachford's bufinefs is an aft of 
high honour, and that I was a very fliabby 
^fellow to advife him otherwife/' — " I don't 
quite fay that," replied Sir Roger gravely 5 
*^ 'i^caufe I believe you thought of him as 
likely to be a part of the family s but I con- 
fefs to you, the tranfadion, as reprefentcd to 
me, appears a very honourable one on Ws 
part."— *^ His motives muft determine that," 
laid Claypole ; " it is a cheap way of doing 
a fccmingly difintcrefted aftion, when he gains 
the favoiir of Lady Crowbery, and the good 
opinion of Mils Manftock." Sir Roger 
ftarted. *' I own,'* continued he, " that I did 
zealoufly prefs forward a marriage, in which 
I did not altogether wilh to make fo total a 
51^ facrifice 
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(acrifice of my niece, as to marry her to ab- 
folute beggary, but recommended him to rc- 
ferve Ibme portion of Mr. Blachford's pro- 
perty as a maintenance : this is the merce- 
nary advice for which I am condemned ; but, 
with humble fubmiflion to Lady Crowbery, 
i am of opinion I was fufficiently difinterefted, 
ivhen I promoted a marriage even upon thefe 
terms, and which I ftiou'd not have liften'd 
to for a moment upon any, had I not been 
perlliaded, that by taking the danger of an ob- 
fcure unpromifing connexion on myfelf, I 
was fulfilling the duties of gratitude and friend^ 
(hip, by confulting the tnterefts of my patron, 
^nd benefaftor, in the moft effential objefit of 
his life/' Here Sir Roger again made a 
motion expreflive of agitation and furprift, 
** And now, Sir,'* added he, ** if I, who have 
been fo long honoured with your friendfhip, 
and fo much profited by your hofpitality, have 
appeared to you as a man infenfible to your 
bounty and my 5wn happincfs, and one who, 
upoli mercenary motives, was reaching after 
a better benefice in a diftant ^place, I hope 
you will now difcern my motives, and acquit 
me of fuch folly, and fuch ingratitude, as wou'd 
ftamp my conduft, upon any other principles 

H 6 , ^^^ 
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than the real ones ; for, in the tirfl: place, what 
cou'd I profit by the exchange, granting that 
Mr. Ratcliffc's living were fomewhat better 
than my own, a fa6t which I have not been 
curious to enquire into: but.be the advan- 
tage what it may, furely it wou*d not balance 
the difrerence between living upon my own 
cftablifliment, and appertaining to your*s ; but 
when I forefaw, with grief of hearty, that whe- 
ther this young namelefs fellow married, or 
married not, my Fanny Claypole, my ftation 
in this family had no lafting tenure, confiftendy 
with your repofe or my own, can you won- 
der that I caught at any hope that offered me 
an opportunity of retreating in good time, 
without difturbing your peace at my depar- 
ture, content that you fhou'd even condemn 
me for the meafure, rather than be driven, as 
I now am, to open your eyes upon the real 
motives for it ?" 

** Mr, Claypole," faid Sir Roger, no longer 
able to refrain himfelf, " you do indeed open 
my eyes, which have been in darknefs ; but I 
muli: deCre you will a]fo enable them to fee 
clearly all the danger that is before them, 
clfe, permit me to obferve, that your friend- 
Ihip only goes the length of alarming me, but 

' Aops 
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ftops fliort where it fhou'd inform me/'— . 
" Sir Roger Manftock/* replied Claypole, in 
a tone of much folemnity, " after the proof 
I have given how far my attachment has al- 
ready carried me, I (hou'd hope you will not 
fuppofe it likely to flop fhort, or (brink from 
any duties friendftiip can require of me. If* 
this young adventurer had carried off my/ 
niece, I (hou'd have held myfelf juftified in 
ferving you fo fer, and fliou'd have feceded 
from your family in filence j for where wou'd 
have been the kindnefs or ufe in opening your 
eyes upon dangers, after you had efcap'd 
them ? You would then, perhaps, have fet me 
down in your thoughts for a capricious, 
fickle minded man; but my confcience would 
have witnefs'd better things. But now that 
diis Mr. Henry Fitzhenry, or whatever name 
he chufes to be call'd by, has thought fit to 
rejefl Mifs Claypole, with fifteen thoufand 
pounds to her fortune, and my honeft attempt 
is defeated, with the facrifice of my niece's 
peace and reputation, whilft he is extoIVd to 
the Ikies for his rejedion both of her gene- 
rous ofier and Blachford's liberal bequeft, 
ivhat am I to think, but that he has friends in 
thofc who fo highly praifc him, who, arc too 
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well diipofed to reward him for facrificing 
my connexion, and to niin me in your efteem, 
(of which defign I think you have already 
had fome proof) for my attempt to take upon 
myfelf your danger, and defeat their wiflics I 
And now. Sir Roger, let me make one ferious 
condition with you in this, place ; confent to 
drop this matter for the prefent ; Lady Crow* 
bery is your gueft for this night 5 feparate not 
yourfelf any longer from her, I befeech you j 
change not, if pofTible, your countenance, nor 
abate of your good humour to either of thofe 
amiable ladies, who will wonder at your ab- 
fcnce, if you do not fufFer me to retire im- 
mediately. If any queftion is aik'd, why I 
do not attend at fupper, be pleas 'd to let my 
apology be a flight indifpofition : the plea wiB 
not ofFend againft riic truth, for I am far from 
well." This faid, he took Sir Roger's hand, 
tenderly prefTed it in his, and haftened away. 

When he found himfclf in his chamber, he 
again took out his niece's letter, and then for 
the firft time difcovered that there was a poft- 
Tcript over leafi which he had ovierlooked in 
ills firft reading, there being no reference to it. 
The purport was as follows :— 

^* The Gendcman took up his abode laft 

" ni^ht 
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ght with Mother May, a good commo- 
ous body, as you will confefs, if you find, 
Don enquiry:, that the immaculate Ifabella 
lall have given him the meeting there 
f Ihe did, let Sir Roger look about him)i 
can take upon me to affure you (he is 
nd of him ; and it is my opinion, that in 
>ite of all her fanftified airs, ftie is up to 
ly aft of defperation love can drive her 
). pnce more I repeat, — let Sir Tloger 
>ok about him." 

*his poftfcript, fo happily coinciding with 
own operations already commenced, de- 
iined Claypole to fet out immediately 
n difcoveries. His firft wifh was to fife 
>dy May ; but of this he foon faW the im- 
cy, at leaft of undertaking it in his own 
on ; he therefore bent his fteps to his own 
fe, fuppofing he might get fomething from 
old woman in his fervice, and with whom 
curiofity was not likely to fubjeft him to 
fame fulpicion. Of her he learnt no more, 
1 that Henry had been a pretty confidera* 
time alone with Mifs Fanny, during which 
never entered the roomj but that juft 
be was going, he rung the bell with great 
icmencc, and upon her coming to it, told 
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her, that her young lady was taken fuddcnly 
ill, and charged her to be careful of her, and 
not leave her j that (he did not then difcover 
he was wounded, but was told it by Mifs 
Fanny, who raved, and rambled, and took on 
at a piteous rate, being in ftrong hyfterics. 
*' As for what (he talk'd about in her fit"— - 
faid the old woman. " Tell me what (he faid 
in her fit ;" quoth Claypole ; " it is very mar 
terial to me to know what ihc faid, and 'tis 
your duty not to conceal it from me." The 
woman then repeated, as well as (he could, 
fuch of her incoherent fallies, as (he could call 
to mind : they were made up of various 
pa(rions, breaking out in confufed exclama- 
tions ; fometimes of violent love, at other 
times of hatred and contempt as violent s fomc 
expre(rions (he recoUefted full of terror for 
his life, and as if (he had accufed herfelf of 
having murdered him. " At one time," added 
the old woman, ** I was forely afraid the poor 
young lady had been betrayed, and dealt dif- 
honeftly by, for (he faid again and again, that 
he had made a fool of her, and was a bafe 
deceiver; upon that I ftraitly a(k'd her, if he 
had taken advantage of her in an unlucky mo- 
me^tj and had his wicked will of her. To 

this 
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is Ihe anfwer'd, no, no, with great vehe- 
ence ; he had deceived her in another way.'' 
." Well, well," cried Claypole, flopping her, 
fay no more upon that fubjeft j I ap fatis- 
d no real injury has been done to her vir- 
e/»_« None, be affur'd,'* echoed the old 
ame j " Til Ibke my life upon that, and 
rs. May will certify the fame."—" How T* 
claimed he, " Mrs. May will certify ! what 
ows Ihe of the aflfair ?"— " Lackaday T* 
fwered fhe; " I was fain to call in help, for 
ung Madam was quite obftreperousj and 
ias I knew neighbour May was knowing in 
:>fe cafes, I fent away for her, and well it 
.s fhe came, for fhe quickly fctch'd her out 
her fit, and quieted her.-^" Well," re- 
rjed Claypole,: "and what became of the 
titleman?"— " Ohl" cried the old woman, 
he took up his lodgings at Mrs. May's, 
d did not go oflF next morning till he had • 
n my Lady Crowbery, who ftopt at the 
or, and took him into the chaife with her, 
lere they fat together, as fome of the neigh- 
urs tell me, for 1 know not how long, 
ilft my Lady's Gentlewoman got out to 
ke room for him ; nay, and there's mor,? 
.n all that, only belike you will be angry 

with. 
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wkh mt for talking to you about mattf rs.^ — 
" Not I," quoth Claypole; *'I dcfirc ypu 
will tell of all matters that you believe or 
know to be true. Did Mils Manftock come 
to Goody May's, while the Gentleman was 
there ?" — «* Aye, did fhe, as furc as younre 
in that place alive,*' faid the hag; ^ and was 
all alone with him ever fo long in the parlour 
that Madam has dcck'd out fo finely for a 
new-comer amongft us, when, as all the neighr 
bours lay, (he might have found fome of her 
own poor parilhioncrs to beftow it upon^ in* 
Head of a ftranger/'— «* What's that to the 
purpofe V faid Claypcle, pecvifhiy, " go on 
with your ftdry about Henry and Mifs Man- 
ftock ^ arc you furc they were in private to- 
gether ?"— " Certain fure," replied flic i ^^ for 
juft then I call'd upon • Mrs; May to return 
her fome bottles of ftufF, which had not been 
us'd, and as I was turning into the parlour CO 
the clofct where Ihe keeps her drug?, Ibe laid 
fioki of me in a great hurry^ tellmg me I muft 
not gb into that room for my life j I, feeing 
her in fuch a combuftion, ftrait thought within 
myfelf, how that fomething was going on 
more than common, and taking no further 
notice at the time^ dctermiii'd upon peeping 

in 



HENRT. ^ t6s 

in at the window when I went away, and fhe 
vras out of fight : I did fo ; God forgive mfe 
if I did wrong ! and there I faw young Madam 
and her fpark fitting lovingly together i not that 
I wou'd go to fay there was any harm in what 
they were about ; but if ever I faw any thing 
dearly with thefe eyes in my life, I faw Ma-, 
dam IfabcUa, with her head upon the Gentle- 
man's ftioulder, and his arm round her waift : 
Oho ! faid I to myfelf, well may our poor 
young Lady weep and wail at fuch a rate 
if thefe be your falfe hearted doings." 

Well fatisfied with the fubftance of this in- 
telligence, and quick in difcerning the advan- 
tages of it, Claypolc departed* 



Chapter VI# 

Cunning can bold off DeteSlion for a while. 

A NATURE like Sir Roger Manftock's 
^^ was not eafily wrought upon by the 
poifon of fufpicion towards a character like 
Ifabella's : Confidence, long rooted* in ftrong 
afifedion, was not fpeedily to be (hakcn ; yet 
his happincfs was difturbcd, and his fpirits 

depreffed. 
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dcprefled. When Henry was fpoken of, which 
he frequendy was by Lady Crowbery, he was 
either filent on the fubjeft, or contrived to 
pafs it off; hi^ looks at the fame time were 
watchfully direfted towards his daughter, and 
the efFeft of them was very painfully felt. 
When Lady Crowbery retired for the night, 
he attended her himfelf to her chamber, and 
contrived^to take Ifabella away with him. The 
night paffed heavily with her, and the next 
morning afforded no opportunity of being 
private with her coufin ; the fad hour of de- 
parture drew near, and though there was not 
more than time for fuch friends to take a fare- 
wcl, which was probably to be their laft, no- 
body dared to fpeak the word ; all parties fate 
filent; Zachary Cawdle had the confidera- 
tion to keep out of the way : at laft. Lady 
Crowbery fpoke as follows : — 

** I had referv*d many things to fay to you, 
my dear uncle, but I perceive too late the 
fiiUacy of poftponing thofe things to a time, 
when the pain of parting occupies the mind 
to the exclufion of all other thoughts. I fhall 
therefore refer you for them to my letters, if 
my health enables me to write ; if not, yoo 
will find a paper inclos'd with my will, to be 

read 
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read by you after my death, in which my 
heart, and all its forrows, is laid open to your 
view: be as tender to my memory when I 
am no more, as you have been kind and ge- 
nerous to me whilft living, and may Heaven 
reward you for it ! if I have offended you in 
the matter of your application for Mr. Clay- 
polc, or in the manner of my treating it in 
the prefence of that gentleman, I am forry 
for it I but I cannot revoke my opinion of 
him, though I fufpeft it may appear to you 
as a very harfh one j but this is not the mo- 
ment for me to prevaricate, imprefs'd as I 
am with the perfuafion, that it is amongft the 
laft I have to pafs with you,'* 

'^ Heaven forbid !" cried the venerable 
Baronet, and tenderly embraced her. Ifabella, 
weeping, next prefented herfelf, to take her 
melancholy adieu ; Lady Crowbery whifpered 
a few words to her as Ihe was in her arms, 
and then, with afliftance, rofe from her chair, 
and was fupported to the carriage, that waited ' 
- at the door, where all the domeftics of Man- 
ftock Houfe were affembled, to offer up 
their good wilhes for her recovery : alas ! how' 
fruitlefs 1 

Sir Roger retired to bis library^ Ifabella to 
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her sqnrtmenc Chypok had kept clofe, and 
did not prefent himlelf at Lady Crowbery's 
departure. This was not unnoticed by Sir 
.Roger, who did not cxpe& to oieet fo ftrong 
a aiark of his reientment : the fblenm decla- 
ration nriade by that lady, under the impref- 
.fion that they were the lafl: words (he ihould 
addrefs to him in peribn, (unk deep into his 
mind — / cimn§t revoke my opinion of bim.-^ 
He was not of a nature prone to fufpicion> 
.nor had he that gift of intuition, which can 
difcover the real charader of a man, by 
tracing it through the windings and involu- 
tions of artifice and cunning. Claypole, by fu- 
periox acutenefs of intelleft, had gained a 
complete afccndancy over him, and prcferved 
it long; yet he had not a little furprifed Sir 
Soger by his folicitation for RatclifFc's liv- 
ing ; it ftruck him in the light of a dereliflion 
of his friendfliip, upon motives merely mer- 
cenary; but the artful interpretation afterwards 
given to thofc motives had put a very fa- 
vourable glofs upon it as to Claypole's con- 
du6t; but it fatally inftilled into his mind 
a doubt, as to the deareft objeft of his afiec- 
tions, and for the firft time Ihook his confi- 
dence in his beloved liabella. Thjs was now 

■ the 



B E N R r. 167 

the painful fubje6t of his meditations ; and after 
oppofing thought to thought, and weighing 
them calmly and impscrtially to the beft of' his 
judgment and underftanding, he began to 
film up the rcfult of his reflexions in the fol- 
lowing manner: — 

" Lady Crowbery fays, ihe cannot revoke 
her opinion of Mr. Claypole ; neither can I, 
without better proof than I am yet provided 
with. — If a fmall augmentation of his income 
cou*d have tempted him to turn his back 
•upon me, I fhou'd have doubted the fincerity 
-of his friendlhip j for he does, not want money, 
—But this exchange was not the way to gain 
it J therefore I am the more difpos'd to believe 
the reafons he affigns for feekiiig it. —He fays, 
he wou*d have given his niece to Henry for 
my fake, for my repofe,-r-and what can that 
imply, but that he apprehends me to be in 
danger 5 and how in danger ! but that he fut. 
pefts my Ifabella to be attached to the young 
man, whom Jie wou'd have married to Mifs 
Claypole. — This is indeed alarming j fufpicion 
is always fo j but 1 mufl: not give way to fuf- 
picion without proofs ; hitherto he has given 
me none. Ifabella confcfles that Ihe met 
him accidentally at the cottage i what ihen? 

Kec 
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her vay confefik>n of it Ihou'd diCirm ftf- 
picion ; and my diikl has ^cvcr been ingenu- 
ous and finc.rr. Ckypcde wou*d have mc 
diink be took a dangerous conneffion on him- 
felf for my lake ; if lb, he has had an efcape; 
why then this relentment againft Henry for 
refilling to endanger him ? But he was eager 
enough for the connection when I firft con- 
vers'd with him about it: he Ibught the young 
man, unknown to me, confer'd with him at 
Crowbery, and ftrove to perfuade him to avail 
himfelf of Blachford's legacy; that cou'd not 
be for my fake; there is fomething here that 
does not feem to accord : I am puzzled how 
to judge/* 

At this moment Claypole announced him- 
felf with a gentle tap at the library door, and 
was defired to enter. Sir Roger had well nigh 
entangled himfelf in his meditations, and pro- 
bably was not forry thus to cut the knot, 
which he could not untie. " Well, my good 
friend," faid he, with a figh, " my niece is 
gone, perhaps for ever: I think you was not 
prefent to take leave of her." — " My preifence, 
' I am afraid," replied Claypole, " cou'd not 
have been agreeable to her, nor my refpefts 
acceptable." — «« To me at Icaft they wou'd, if 

iiot 
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not to her,'* faid Sir Roger.«^-^' To you they 
never can be wanting," refumed he ; '* of 
wliich this tender, of diem is my witnefs, when 
I am fitter for my bed thajrto be about.'* — " I 
am very forry you are indifpofed,** refumed the 
Baronet; " for 1 confcfs to you there was part of 
your cpnverfation lafl: night which has left my 
thoughts in a ftate of great inquietude." — ^' If 
that be fo," replied Claypole, "I am quire at 
leifure to fatisfy you upon any points you may 
wifli tohave explained j clear in confcience, and 
cordial ip my zeal for your intercft and con- 
tent, I can never he taken unprovided with a 
ftrait anfwcr to any queftions you may choole 
to aflc/' — " I cannot doubt you," quoth the; 
Baronet i "and fliall accordingly avail myfelf 
of your indulgence. I think you ftated the 
propofcd connexion with joung Henry and 
Mils Claypok as a dangerous one, but which, 
nevcrthelefs, you was refolute to encounter 
upon reafons that had refped to my repofe, 
the nature of which I can well und^rftand."— 
" I did fo*"— " Did you, fee it in that light of 
danger when you fiift darted it in our convcr- 
farion together in the hall ?" — " I do not per- 
fedlly call to mind how I faw it, or how I 
ftarted it upon that occafion;^ it was a night 
Vol. III. I Q.C 
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of buftlc and confuGon ; we had fate long and 
indulged freely at table," — '^ We had fo/' re- 
joined Sir Roger; **yet I remember you em- 
braced it with fo niuch feeming warmth and 
good liking, that if you was then projcfting 
to make a facrifice of your own interefts to 
mine, you really mafk'd your motives fo ef- 
fcdtually^ that I was not aware of the concern 
I had in them."-r-*^ That they were my mo- 
tives," faid Claypolc> *^ I .can truly affert; 
that you did not difcover them might very 
naturally happen, as I did not ftudy the dif- 
play of a difinterefted aftion, and cautioufly 
avoided alarming you with danger which. I 
was in hopes to divert from you for ever : but, 
added to this, might it not happen, that I 
thought better of the young man at that time 
than I have done fince? I am free to fay, 
notwithftahding Lady Crowbery's decifion 
againft me for my opinion in that cafe, I 
did not approve of his romantic heroifm in 
beggaring himfelf for Sufan May's baftard: 
he held a very haughty language to me upon 
that occafion, and I do not think it became 
him either to talk or to a6t as he did in that 
affair."— To this Sir Roger replied, '*^ A 
haughty language did not become him, and 

a dif* 
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a difrefpeftful one towards a perfon of your 
age and char^fter was greatly tcprcheiifible ; 
but as for the aft itfelf, I cannot but regard 
it as a very honourable one." — '' Sir," faid 
Claypole, ^' thefe are high-flown fancies; the 
fellow is a beggar with a fair face and a proud 
ftomach ; he lives upon charity/* — '* And that 
charity will enable him to live/' laid Sir Ro- 
ger calmly. — ^« Scantily, I Ihou'd guefs," re* 
plied Claypole ; " fothe foiall provifion Lady 
Crowbery may have made for him in her wilT, 
but I (hou'd hope her Ladyfhip will not heap 
any great matters upon fuch an one ^ him, to 
the detriment of your family/'—" There, 
Sir/' returned the Barontt, "you are much 
more zealous for my family than I am my- 
felf: my cflatc is. more than fufficieht for all 
my occafions, fure it will fuffice' to portion one 
daughter/'—" Permit me then," replied Clay* 
pole, " to fay to you, Sir, without offenc^,' 
that I fincerely hope that daughter will never 
have any other intereft in Lady Crowbery 's 
property but what that lady herfelf may be- 
queath to her as Mifs Manftock/' — " I clearly 
comprehend you/' faid Sir Roger; "and as 
you mean it fo 1 receive it : and now I call 
tipon you as my friend, to tell me, without 

1 a x^fecs^^ 
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referve, upon what proofe you ground your 
apprehcnfions. of my daughter's attachment to 
'^this young man; fufpicion is a ferioijs thing; 
I: am perfuaded you w5u'd not frivoloufly 
alarm it : be fo good to tell me what you have 
difcoTcr'U in Mifs Manftock's conduft,"— 
** Pardon me,** replied; Claypole; " I pretend 
to take no btherpart than that of a warning 
friend ;' I do not covet the charafter of an in- 
. forming fpy : let the woman of the cottage be 
interrogated/' — "Not fo," faid Sir Roger 
calmly; ." let my child, with your leave, be 
fairly heard before I call witneffes to the charge 
^gainft her. X-et me at leaft make trial of her 
fincerityj^ Ihe has never yet deceived me to my 
knowledge, and I fhouid be Ipth to take a fe- 
ttxt courfe wich her ; and now a$ you have, 
with fo nuich friendly zeal, made my rcpofe 
ahd.the bonouf. of my family your own con- 
cern, let me reqiieft you will be prcfent whilfl: 
I.aik.a few queftions of my daughter as from 
Uiyfelf/' Claypole inftantly darted from his 
fear> and rtftJlutely protefted againft fuch a 
propofel, faying that be had no defire to be 
made a pany in family difputcs, either by be- 
ing fet. up as an, umpire betv^een father and 
daughter, or called to the indelicate office of 
/• , • depofing 



I 
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dcpofing againft a young lady : he had fpoken 
his fears in the way of caution ; if they wet*e 
inveftigated, he did not doubt but they would 
be found not to have been lightly taken up, 
but he confeflcd he had not fufficient firninefs 
to aiTert them to the face of»fo fiir a lady. 
This faid, he left the roonni. * - 



Chapter VII. 



Let jbe Alan, who JufpeSsy rcfort /peedify to 
Explanation. 

« /^AN this be pure friendfliip ?'' faid Sir 
Roger within himfelf,as Claypole parted 
fronV him ; "J am willing to hope it is, but I 
can hardly think it has all the charaderiftics of 
it.*' He now went up ftairs to his daughter's 
dtfeffing-room, where he found her aloi>c ; flic 
had been weeping, and was fitting in a penfivc 
pofture without any employment. He ap-? 
proached her gently, for forrow claims rc-^ 
fpeA, and in a tender tone he faid, **' You 
iave been in tears, my child j but I cannot 
wonder at it, 'ris an afFcding trial to take leave' 
of fo dear a friend with fo little hope ^of ever 
meeting again. I feel it'deeply too; I believe 
' 1 3 '^^H 
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my affliftion is as heavy as your own." — " I 
hope not," replierd Ifabella, /' becaufe I am 
afraid I have more lofles than one to aggravate 
my afBiftion." — Of what lofs do you complain 
befides this of Lady Crowbery ?^' faid he, in 
the accent of alarm.—" Of tlie lofs of your 
confidence, Sir," returned fhe, looking up in 
his face wish copfcious innocence^ The ap- 
peal was irrefiftible 5 the moft hardened tyrant 
would have felt it i how could it fail to touch the 
tender heart of fo affeftionate a father? " Not 
fo, my chiid," :aidhe ; *' you havc'not loft my 
confidence J you will not k)fc it ; you will me- 
rit an increafe of it, your candour will con* 
firm and fix it beyond the reach of doubt for 
ever after."— "In truth,'^ Ihc replied, "my 
heart is ex^ly as nature and you have made 
it ; it is cdnfcious of no guilt, and I have 
taught it no difguifer prove it therefore and 
examine it ; tell the aU that you fufped^ all 
that has b^en reported to you, all that your 
own fears fuggcft, and leave no particle un* 
fifted, for never can I be happy whilft any 
doubt remains to cloud that countenance which 
hitherto, has finird upon me fo ferenely." — 
"Tis fpoken like you rfelf," faid the father, 
hk countenance brigTitening as he faid it; 

"4nc} 
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*^ and now, my dear, I fhou'd be gJad to 
know, provided you can tell me with honour 
tt) Lady Crowbery, what it was (he faid to you in 
a whifper when you took leave of each-other." 
— " Readily," anfwered Ifabella ; " And tlic 
rather bccaufe it was advice that does her cre- 
dit, tho' io juftice to myfelf I muft add, I did 
not then ftand in need of It. She had ob- 
ferv'd you was ftartled at my meeting Henry 
at the cottage, (he fufpedfed Mr, Claypole had 
been alarming you on the fubjefl:, and Ihe ad- 
vis'd me to be finccrc in relating to you every 
thing that pafs*d between us : this was the pwr-' 
fport of what flie whifper'd to me, and this I 
am now moft perfeftly ready to fulfil." 

Here it may be proper to inform our read-^ 
crs, that Ifabella in this ftatement reported 
truly as far as {he went, but candour, it is 
hoped, will acquit her if flic did not betray 
what was further divulged to her in ftrid fe- 
crecy \ for in that parting mpment Lady Crow- 
bery, imprefled with a fad prefentiment that 
flie Ihould never fee her more, had imparted 
to her the myftery of Henry's birth, avowing 
him to be her fon by Captain Delapoer, and 
informing her that fhe had 'made him her 
heir, 

1 4 ^^ 
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In return for this candid tender Sir Roger 
obferVed, that it was noi merely the circum- 
.ftance of her meeting Henry, and converfmg 
with him without a third perfon prefent that 
•gave him alarm; that mull have often hap- 
-pencd whilft he was a vifitor in his koufe ; but 
•in this bufinefs there was a leenoing fecrecy 
^and myftcrioufnels in: their micting ihat gave 
it the air of a concerted afiignation r that hts 
* fudden departure without a word faid or writ- 
ten to him by w^ay of farewell favoured that 
appearance; and he added, that he could not 
well account for his declining a connexion 
every way fo flattering and fo advantageous t# 
a perfon in his circumftance as that with Mifs 
Claypole, any otherwife than as having an at- 
tachment elfewhere. 

In anfwcr to this Ifabella affured him, that 
her meeting with Henry at the cottage was 
purely accidental: he had a wound which 
broke out afrefli whilft fhe was there^'and bled 
profufely -, fhe ftaid with him whilft ic was 
dreft; it was a dcef^fiab in the arm: ftie re- 
mained fome time after it was ftaachcd, and 
they were left to themlblves ; he then toki her 
that his treaty with Mifs Claypole was broken 
ofFi the reafons for it he did not telly but he 

certainly 
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-certainly did not fpeak of it with any regret^ 
nor did fhe believe he had ever confidered it 
either as an advantageous or agreeable connec-?- 
tion. As to her father's obfervat1on> that he 
had not communicated with him in any man- 
ner, fhe faid fhe could only afcribe that to his 
fear of being queftioned about his wound, of 
which (he found him very unwilling to give 
dny other account than in general terms as an 

- accident, and even this (he obferved w^s un- 
pleafant to him to fpeak of. " Did he come 
wounded from his interview with Fanny Clay- 
pole ?*'— " She believed he did/'— *^ Then he 
got it there/*—" She underdood fo/' 

Sir Roger pondered upon this for fome {imc 
in filence; he then, renewed the converfation 
in the following manner t " This is a dark bu- 
finefs, Hjibella: Fanny Claypole is a girl of, 

, a violent temper 3 as for Henry, I fhou'd be 
unjuft if I did not bear teftimony to his good 

principles as far as I have had experience of 
them: his perfon, manners and behaviour are 

. highly impreffive ; the fituation in whidi I 
found him, the unjuft treatment he had fuf- 
fer'd, and his deportment under it, prejudiced 
me ftrongly in his favour; .my niece Crow- 
bery's proteftion in the firfl indance was na- 
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'tural, as confidering him the eleve of Rat- 
clifFc and undefcrvedly diftrefs'd: I warmly 
Coincided with it : it afterwards grew more ar* 
dent, I was alarm'd at it j it now is become 
myfterious, and I cannot underftand it. When 
I invited him into my houfe, I did not forget 
that I pofiefs'd a beautiful daughter, the heir- 
cfs of my fortune and the darling of my foul; 
but fuch was the diftance of your conditions 
from, each other, fuch my confidence in your 
drfcretion, and my opinion of his proper un- 
derftanding of himfelf, that I own to you I 
forefaw no danger, and let me hope I have in- 
curred none. But if my confidence has led 
mejnto error, or he, miftaking your pity for 
encouragement, has been raih enough to at- 
tempt your affeftions, it is pow high time that 
1 endeavour to repair that error by calling you 
to a recollciftion of yourfelf and me/* 

"And what," fhe demanded, *^ wou*d my 
father prefcribe to me for his future affuran(^^ 
and content ?" 

** I wou*d have you keep in mind/' he re- 

^ plied, " that I exad no other rights than nature 

has endowed nie with^ when I require you, if 

ever you entertained a thought of this young 

mon^ to call to mind now in good time my fo- 

lemn 
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lemn declaration, • that I never will adnnit of 
your conneclion with a man fo circunnftanc'd : 
I never wifli to force your inclinations, have no 
unreafonable ambition to aHy you to great rank 
or overgrown ellate ; but to abfolute obfcurit^, 
to myftery, to an unknown creature, parent- 
lefs 'and namelefs, I cannot, will not facrifice 
my child." 

*^ How juft: and reafonable,*' faid Ihe, *'is 
' that denunciation ! I feal it with my promifc 
faithfully to adhere to it/' 

*« Take notice,'* added the father, ** that 
Blachford's whole poflefnons cou'd have made 
no change in my refulves, nor been of any 
avail to him, as he is/' 

" I underftand it perfeflrly/' ihe faid, " lie 
mull be known ; his hiftory muft be developed 
and his parentage clearly afcercain*d. Shou'd 
time bring that to light, and fet him forth to 
view as unexceptionable in birth and condition 
4(s he is amiable in charafter and manners, may 
I not prefurfie my fathdr wou'd relax ?*'— • 
" Stop there,*' he cried, " nor cheriih fiiph 
delufions, which will only prove you have him 
more at heart than I cou'd wifh. Alas I alas ! 
my child, I fear your eyes have led your un- 
dcrftanding aftray i I doubt, Ifabella, you are 
16 ^^>j<>M'^Xfc^ 
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captivated by what the word as well as the 
beft, the meaneft as well as the moft noble 
may prefent to you, a handfomc perfon/'— 
/' Surely, my dear Sir,*' faid Ifabella bluftiing, 
. *' you juft now fpoke with approbation of his 
principles." ^ 

" I did fo," he replied, " and I will not un- 
fay it. He has done generous aftions, noble 
ones, that wou'd extort applaufe even from 
his enemy, which I am not." 

" But he has enemies," flie rejoined ; " at 
leaft there are fome minds fo hoftile to merit, 
or fo perverted by malice, as to allow him no 
applaufe," 

" 1 grant you," replied Sir Roger ; " but 
' Claypole is angry with him for refofmg his 
niece." 

*^Ah, Sir!" returned the lovely Iftbella, 
" then Henry, I fear, will foon experience the 
efFcfts of hiiS anger." 

"Thatwou'd be hard," Sir Roger ob- 
' ferved, *^ as he fufpefted he had received one 
wound from the femily already." 

" But there are deeper and more fatal 

wounds than he has yet felt," faid Ifabella, 

- *' that he has ftill to apprehend ; I have reafon 

to believe that a ftab in your opinion, wou'd 

afHia: 
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.afflift him more tlian any thing his flefh can 
fuffcr." 

" Come, come," faid the worthy Baronet, 

with a parental fmile, " Henry may have 

enemies, but I perceive he has one ftcady 

friend, and that friend has great power, for 

Ihe is very near my heart." 

With thefe .words he rofe from his leat, 
. approached her with a gentle afpeft, and, hav- 
ing impreffed a kifs upon her forehead, de^ 
parted. 



Chapter VIIL 



Si^e^ who ccnfejfes lejs '^m the Whole ^ may Javt 
a Bliijh^ hut will incur a Danger. 

T SAB ELL A found the angiiifli of her 
^ mind allayed by the preceding converfa- 
tion with lier father ; it had not totally extin- 
guifhed it. There were ftill fome tender in- 
. cidents belonging to her interview with Henry, 
which remained untold ; yet upon reflexion 
ihe could hardly be perfuaded, to attach any 
degree of felf reproach to the omiffion of fuch 
incidents in . her narrative, as it v/as next to 
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impofliblc to convey by any form of words 
the delicacy of thofe circumftances which in- 
troduced, and the purity of thofe fenfations 
which admitted thcfe chafte and innocent en- 
dearments. How cotUd Ihe find expreflions 
that would defcribe what was pafling in the 
mind of Henry» when darting from his re- 
verie on her' fudden appearance in his room, 
he wildly ran and caught her in his arms, 
unmindful of his wound that burft inftantly 
open ? In the like degrcfe language would 
have failed her to imprcfs him with a juft 
conception of thofe foft but guiltlefs emotions, 
occafioned by the fight of the blood flowing 
from his wound, by the tehdernefs of his 
looks, his language, and the mixt aflemblage 
of enervating ideas at the touching crifis of 
departure, which had caufed her to fink un- 
der a momentary opprcffion of fpirits, whilft 
he fupported her in his arrtis. This (he 
defpaited to paint in terms that could ex- 
emplify ai fcene, which nothing but the man- 
ner of it could ftriftly juftify, and none but a 
fpefkator could completely underftand* 

Therefore it was that her ingenuous nature 
found a plea in its own want of powers for 
letting thefe fmall incidents remain untold, 

and 
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and who that has a heart, which love or pity 
ever touched, but will fubfcribe "a wifli that 
they had been unfeen ? 

In the next converfation that took place 
between Claypolc and Sir Roger, the latter 
repeated the fubftance of whki had palTed be- 
tween himfelf and his daughter ; exprelfing 
his entire fatisfadion in the refult of it, and 
declaring in the joy of his heart, that he was 
now perfeftly at eafe with refpe^t to his late 
alarm, about the inteveiw at the cottage. 
Claypole affefted to receive this account with 
pleafure, faying he was very g)ad he had taken 
that method of inveftigation, which m^de tho 
quickeft difpatclv in difmifling his uneafinels; 
happinefs', he obferved, was worth obtaining 
even by delufion, and for that reafon he would 
recommend to him to fit down contented 
with ihe account he had received, rtiough it 
was from the party concerned, and not expofc 
himfelf to the rifque of future inquietude by 
inveftigating the affair any further, or fecking 
after witnefles whofe accounts might perhaps 
perplex him, by differing in fome particulars 
from that which had been fo fati&faftory. He 
then with an air of indifference turned the dif- 
cotjjfe to fome other flibjeft, and left his ob^ 
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fervation to work as it might, or might not, 
within the mind of his friend to whom he ad- 
dreffed it. 

The next day Ezekiel Daw walked over 
from Crowbery, upon a vifit to his friend 
Dame May at the cottage, bearing a kind 
meflagc from her daughter, and inviting her 
to take up her abode with her at the deceafed 
Mr. Blachford's houfe, where, by advice 
of her friends, Ihe purpofed to eftablilh her- 
felf and the infant heir. He was alfo encharged 
by Sufan to apologize on her behalf, in the 
moft refpeftful terms, to Mifs Manftock, for 
her not paying her duty in perfon, and with 
other fmall commiflions to be fettled with the 
fcrvants. This brought him to the great 
houfe, after halting on his way at the widow's, 
and his arrival was announced to Ifabella, as 
fhe was in company with l>er father a/id Mr. 
Claypole. She would fain have left the room 
to attend upon him, but the thought ftwick 
Sir Roger to have him introduced to the par- 
lour, declaring that he was not only greatly 
taken with the oddity of his cliarafter, but 
that he efteemed him as a very upright honcft 
creature. 

Ezekiel made his advances in a relpeftfiil 

manner 
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'tmanner to the worthy "Baronet, and was by 
hiin very kindly 'wdcorp^d to Manftock 
Houfc. He acquitted hirnfelf of his commif- 
fion to the young L^dy after his manner pro- 
perly enough, and then n^ade an effort to take 
leave, but was flayed by 2l queftion from Sir 
Roger, relative to the amount of^\ffhat Mr. 
Blachford h^d bequeathed to his heir : Ezekiel 
faid that it confifted of property in Jamaica, 
which returned about two thoufand pounds 
one year with another, "as far as he could un- 
^derftand, with about ten thoufand pounds in 
•money, arid tlie fmall eftate at Crowbery^; 
but he^tired not to be underftood as fpeak- 
ing Cbrrefiil^.v Sir' Roger laid in an under- 
voice to Claypole, — '^ It is not fo mudi as I 
guefled he was poffefTed of, but it is a great 
deal for a poor man to giv'e up upon- princi- 
ple." He then enquired if there were any 
legacies: Ezekiel informed him there were a 
few; upon which Claypole faid, — "I fup- 
pofe you have got a legacy, fir i" — " No, 
reverend fir," replied the good man, *' I have 
no legacy, nor did I covet one; it fits not 
the fervant of Chritt to be greedy after gain.*' 
— " Then I fuppofe,*' rcfumed he, *' that it 
was by your advice Mr. Ficzhe-nry declined 
2 Vif^ 
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ins legacy ;*' — " Not fo, fir/' replied Ete^ 
kiel, " the firft I heard of it was juft before: 
you came into my poor . cottage, when, if I 
miftake not, you difapprov*d of that aft, 
which in my humble opinion was a very me- 
ritorious one : but it is not by the praife of; 
difpraifc of men that a6tion,s can be truly 
tried ; Heaven knows that excellent youi)g 
man hath received little elfe but unjuft judg- 
ment upon earth, and evil treatment front 
cruel hands. Even now he is ^one forth to 
fca moft barbaroufly wQwd<?d.''^ — ^"Do you 
pretend to know tlicn,** feid, Claypole, ** how 
he got that wound ?'*— " Yes, reverend fir,'* 
replied Ezekiel, rifing in hii tone, "I do 
pretend to know."-7-" Stop there, Mr. Paw/' 
cried Iftbella,*haftily Interpofing, " I dare fay 
your abfent friend wou'd not wifh you to 
fpeak of that affair in this company, or any 
other ; I befeech you fay no more upon tM 
fubjeft :" — *^ Lady, I obey,' - anlwered Ezekiel, 
" and verily I am beholden to you for your 
timdy counfel/* Silence now enfuing, honcft. 
Daw made his bow and retired. 

*' Pfay, Madam," faid tlaypole, «' may I 
aik without offence why you ftopp'd that man's 
anfwer to a queftion, which I who put it to 

him 
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him had a right to expert, and n6 repugnance 
to meet?" — ^^ Eecaufe I am perfuaded/' re- 
plied Ifabeila, " he had received no account 
of the tranfaftion from the perfon who re- 
ceived the wound, and I think it was both dan- 
gerous and improper for him ,to fpeak upon 
any other authority ;" — 'f Suffer rae to ob* 
fervc," faid he, " that I do not fee the juftice 
of faving any man from the danger of a ma- 
licious ftory, when it is clear he has the pro- 
pen fity to plublifli it. *Had he been fuffer\i 
to pr<»:eed> we might have been led tlirough 
the medium of .fallhood to the inveftigation 
of truth, and I might have had a fair oppor- 
tunity of vindicating the charafter of my 
niece, as well as of punifhiijg the wickednefi 
of her defamers. But I perceive Ezekiel 
Daw, the itinerant preacher, is confider'd by 
you as a facred. perfon j and under your fhield, 
Madam, how can it be expcdcd that my arm 
can reach him, or indeed be rais'd againft 
him ? I perceive. Madam, there is a defign to 
propagate a moft yillainous ftory, and to affix 
a murderous intent upon a matter of mere 
accident. When the wounded gentleman gat 
his hurt, nobody was prefcnc but my niece; 
I am at a lofs, therefore, to think from whom 
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clfc this tvil report ftioii'd originate but froiit 
him." To this Ifabellaftead'Jy replied, " What^ 
ever term you may affix to tlie report, I dare fay 
it did not fpring from him, if indeed it- be an 
evil one it cou'd not."—'' Then, Madam," re- 
j)lied Glaypole, "we muftlay it at the dooi 
of fome tattling gofiipi .whoi> gathering feme 
expreffions from the terrified imagination of 
my niece, when the fight of the accident had 
thrown her into fits, founded this malicious in- 
.terpretation of it ; and if that be all, I in) 
fure the wifeft way \t to difregard it'; for in 
truth their filly fables merit: nothing but con; 
tempt i they pretend to hear things that were 
never faid, and to fee things that probably 
%ere never done, and then they fatten their 
fidions? upon you and upon Henry, and per-- 
haps upon every on€ of us in our turii*"-r 
" What do they fallen upon me, may I alk?" 
demanded Ifabella. — ^^ What I paid little ornp 
attention to when I heard it, yet it ferves to 
fhew how ingenious they are in their idle de- 
vices not to let the pureft charaftcr efcapc 
their tongues i what wonder then if their fcaa- 
dal is bufy with my poor niece ?"— ^VThere is 
a myfterioufnefs in this Itory," fcid Sir Roger, 
^^ and I think a!l fuch fhou'd be fairly pra- 

duc'3^ 
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duc'd with their authors, efpecially where a 
lady's name is made ufe oC — " I am clearly of 
that opinion/* jeplied Claypole ; **and I hold 
it to be a duty which I owe to you, to this 
amiable young lady, and to truth itfelf, not to 
let any report afFefting her enter my ears with-- 
out giving up both it and the author, whom I 
am the left inclined to fcreen becaufe fhe be- 
longs to me for the prefentj and as I am per- 
fuadcd Mifs Manftock can confute her tale, I 
(hall inftandy proceed to punifli her by a dif- 
i;niflion from my fervice, and forry I Ihall bt 
that my power reaches no farther/' — ^^ This 
is perfeftly candid in you," faid Sir Roger; 
*^ and what I fhou'd expeft from your friend- 
(hip i but without more delay let us hear the 
ftory } I will venture to fay my daughter has 
no objeftion to hearing itJ' — " None in life," 
replied Ihe, " if Mr. Claypole has none to the 
relation of it ; but indeed he has now gone too 
far to fupprefs it.*' 

... *Mt is foon told, Madam," faid Claypole, 
*• and I doubt not as foon confuted; but my 
foolifh old woman at the vicarage pretends to 
f^y, that calling upon the widow May whiUt 
ypu and Mr. Fitzhenry were together, (he 
was preventc?d from entering the room where 
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. you were, with fo nwch appearance of alarm 
on the part of the good woman who guarded 
the door, that fufpeding there was a fccreti 
and naturally curious, as fuch filly old gbffips 
are apt to be, flie took her opportunity of pecp^ 
ing in at the window, and difcover'd you in 
an attitude (impoflSble upon the face of il!) 
for the impudent hufley fays ftie faw him with 
his arm round your waift, and your head re- 
clining vpon his fhoulder/^ — "How's that?'* 
cried Sir Roger with vehemence, ftarting at 
the fame moment on his legs ; " does the in-r 
famous trollop fay that ? Til have her taken- 
up and committed to the houfe of corredion." 
— « No, Sir," faid Ifabella, « fmkin^s I was 
under my alarm at the bloody (peftacle I had 
been furveying, I can ftill recoUedt too much 
of my fituation at that moment not to remem- 
ber that there was a perfon came up to the 
window whilft Henry was fupporting me, and- 
if this is the perfon Ihe fays no more than the 
truth, which Mr. Claypole -has very faithfully 
reported, with what intent he bell knows ; but 
juftice compels me ^o fay that correftion is not 
due to the woman.'* There was an air of fo 
much confcious innocence in Ifabella's ready 
explanation and confcffion, that Claypole in- 
8 ftantly 
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ftantly perceived he had mifled his aim in her 
particular at Icaft, but in Sir Roger he had 
lodged his Ihaft. A ftrift obfcrver of decorum 
in all its antiquated rigour, he only looked to 
canfequences, not to caufe ; it was enough for 
hina to know his daughter had fubmittcd to 
the embrace of this young man, and that fhe 
had been a fpeftacle for vulgar eyes in that 
degrading fituation ; it flfuck him witif a pain- 
ful recoUeftion, that ftie had fuppreffed * this 
circumftance in the account (he had given him 
at firft; and turning a fevere look to his 
xlaughter, he faid, *^ Ifabella, you never fee 
that young man again whilfl: you4ivej at leaft 
witliin my doors never. You have deceived 
me, child, for the firft time: you have con- 
ceal'd from me a fa6t, whilft you made 
me believe you had ingenuoufly related the 
whole cf what pafs'd. between you. You have 
been difcover'd in a fituation unfit for you to 
be feen in by a peafant in the pariffi, who, 
having gratified her own curiofity, will not 
fpare to gratify the curiofity of others, and the 
tale will be circulated through the neighbour- 
hood, to your fliame and tcr mine." 
. To this our heroine inftancly replied as fol- 
lows i-jr^* When- 1 affure my father that fuch 

was 
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was the date of my nerves at the time I i/^ras 
difcover'd in the fituation Mr. Claypole has 
been defcribing, that I mufl: have funk ujton 
the floor had not Henry prevented it, I flat- 
ter my fdf I fliall not be thought guilty of anjr 
great offence againft propriety in accepting of 
his fupport, neither, perhaps, can he be jultly 
condemn'd for giving it. I hope I have not 
hitherto tbeen found fo difingenuous as not to 
deferve credit for what I aflfert, nor fo flippant 
as to be thought capable of throwing myfelf 
voluntarily into any man's arms. The fight 
of a deep and terrible wound dreaming with 
blood upon the floor, and .the afllflrance that 
humanity compeli'd me to give in ilanching 
the wound, was a fcene fo new and alarming 
to me that my fpirits cou'd not ftand againft it. 
I confefs to you I fupprefl: this circumftance in 
my difcourfe with you, but I had motives for 
to doing which did not fpring from any con- 
fcioufneis of guilt or dread of explanation on 
my own part: my filenceJiad refpeft to others, 
not to myfelf ;' and the fame motives that led me 
to fl:op Ezekiel Daw juft now from fpeaking 
on this fubjedt, operated with me, and will 
operate, for avoiding as far as it is in my power 
any mention of that afiair." She then turned 
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to Mr. Claypole, and, in a calm, unembar- 
raffed accent, faid, ** You will now perceive, 
that your foolifh old woman, as you call her, 
has done nothing to incur your difpleafure, or^ 
to merit the puni|hment you threaten her 
with ; fhe had only the curiofity to peep in at 
a window, and feems to have related lo you, 
very faithfully, what fhe difcover*d, which you. 
Sir, as faithfully, have related to my father; 
this, no doubt, you did in the pure fpirit of 
fr-iendfliip to my father; and I have only to 
fay, for his fake, that I hope this will be the 
laft proof of your friendlhip, accompanied with 
pain to him, and that every fubfequent one 
will communicate nothing but pleafure. You 
have, however, told him fomethin^ which I 
had not told him, and lb far I am made to ap- 
pear evafive and. difingcnuous ; but I have 
given you the clue to my exculpation, and, if 
you have a mind to purfue it, you will be led 
to the clear underftanding of my motives. I 
am willing to interpret the pare you have 
taken as meant for my good; and, indeed, if I 
have been guilty of thinking more favourably 
of this myflerious young man, than you Con- 
ceive I ought to think, your meafures have 
been fo far crown'd with fuccefs, that you have 
Vol, III. K . Vc^i 
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had the fatisfeftion to hear my fiitfaer dcclarr^ 
that I am never again to fte^thac peribn whilft 
I lire, at leaft withm his doors. To thbl 
anfwer, I have never yet difobey'd my father's" 
commands, nor ever will ; lee him* therefore: 
repeat that folemn denunciation again, and 
here I am ready as folenrmly to fJedgc myfdft 
to the obfcrvance of it, let it coft me whax'it 
-^ill. I defirc to live but to pleafe himj and; 
only whilft I pleafe him 5 and tho' I don't wiftt 
to hold back the vhrj higb opinion I enfitj^-^ 
tain of this profcrib'd young many (or^ if yoii 
jdeafe to ^ive it^ any other name that purity 
may acknowledge, I will confefe tothat) yet 
I now.declare, I will never hereafter hold cor- 
refpondence, direiS or incfireft, with him, ,un-» 
lefs it fhall be with the privity and confent^ 
nay, even by the requifition and defire, of my 
father himfelf. . This, Sir, I preftime, will li- 
tisfy you, if you are fincerely bent to oppode 
my attachment j and if my dear father is truly: 
defirous to interdid it, he will, I dare fay, 
confide in what I l^ave promi&'d.'* 



Chap- 
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A tempting Offer bsni^raify wkh/htii^ 

'IpO this defence Cls^rpdle ina^ no* rcplf^ 
* neither did Sir Roger fccnn in hafte to > 
Ipeftk J for the guft of anger, wiricfa artifibe had 
raifedi. innocence and truth had now difpclled. 
He turned his eyes upion the accufer firik^ and 
then tipon his dauber; eadi k)ok was deci- 
live to the party it was addreffed to ; neither 
of them' ftood in need of any further explana- 
tion of the opkioh he entertained; at laflr,. 
turning to CUypole, he laid, " I thank. Sir, 
it had been better for us both if you had not 
liften'd to this eaves-dropper; for it appears 
to me, that you have gathered nothmg from 
her information, but what my Ifebella has very 
naturally accounted for.— ^" It is^ very welli'' 
replied Claypole; " I know the confecjueficei' 
of over-zealous friendlhip,^ • and none can ac- 
crue to me, which I am not prepared for.'* 
With thefe words he left the room. 

^ He is very angry," faid Sir Roger; '* hut 
his difappointments vex him : rebufF'd by , 
Lady Crowbcry, rebuff 'd by Hctit^^ -axxd \5^\- 
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mented with his niece^ his vexations have fbt- | tpt 
low'd clofe upon one another ; we nnuft make I no 
allowances for men's. tempers; and Claypole's 1 to 
is not the moft patient, therefore let it pafs ; to 

we'll fay x\6 more of him : and now, my child, if 

a word or two with you upon whar is neareft c; 

tQ my heart — your happinefe, and a right uiv* 
derftanding betwixt us. It is clear to me, Ila- i 

bella, that you are attached to this young un- I 

known;, that is a very ferious thing, truly; for 
who is he, and what is he ? If you can an- | ^ 
fwer to thefe points, explain to me, fatisfy me. 
Tarn not greedy of wealth, I am not ambi- 
tious of titles for you ; but the chara(5ter and 
condition . of a gentleman is an indifpenfible 
requifite in the perfon of my fon-in>l^w; I 
canjidt away with bbfcurity or meannefs; 
therefore, if you know any thing of .Henry, 
tell it to me; 'tis your own concern, and, if a 
lecret, I will not reveal it." 

" I am fure you wou'd not," replied (he; 
^^ and w^s a fecret imparted to me, under ftrift . 
injunftions to keep it inviolable, I am no lefs 
fiire, you wou'd hold, me bafe, fhou'd I reveal 
it ; I hope, tiaerefore, you will not regard it 
as . 2l. breach of duty, if I decline an anfwer to 
your queftion." 

"Hold there;'- replied the father; "I am 
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^pt to think it is a pan of your duty to take 
tio fecrets into your trult in which I am not 
CO fhare, efpccially when they are committed 
to you by a young man like Henry," — ** But 
if I have it not from him,'* faid fhe, "the 
cale does not apply." 

" No matter," rejoined he ; " it is of him, 
k relates l:o him, and that's rcafon enough why 
I fhou'd know it. In one word, Ifabella, give 
me up the matter of your information with- 
out the author of it, and if it appears, to my 
fatisfaftion, that this young man is by birth a 
gentleman, and fuch as I can with propriety 
adopt into my family, I pafs my word to you, 
that 1 will no longer oppofe myfelf to your in- 
^'cHnations^ forhis character and manners pleafe 
me, and I can well believe his perfon not left 
"engaging ; but if you will not confide ta me 
'What you know, of this young man, I fliali 
take for granted it is not fit to be known, and, 
in that perfuafion, exert the authority of a fa- 
ther for laying my injunftions upon you, never 
to let me fee his face, or hear his name again ; 
neither fliall I forgive you, if I difcover that 
you carry on any correfpondence with hihi, 
or about him. This, Ifabella, is your alter- 
^nativej now take your choice, and the con- 
« dfcquences of your choice/' - v 

K3 A.&:Q^^t 
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A ftronger temptation than was now offered 
to Ifabclla could hardly prefeat itfelfj but hcf 
^ l):eafjy: nature reje^ed it without fcrupk, and> 
by perfifting in her gppd faith to Lady Crow- 
be ry,ihe incurred^ to her infinite regret/ the 
difpleafure of her father, ifeoll .tenderly be- 
lov'd : the conference, therefore, conclMdod in^ 
anger on his part, and in a fofen^n .prpniife <?n 
2icr's, to hold no corr(:fpiondjcn.ge ^ith IJepiy, 
nor^ even thrpugl^ hpr cqi^in Lady CrQwbeiy, 
about him in fiiture. Time, it is true, u(\^\ 
probably devtlgpc the myf^qfY which her I19- 
nour would n^ fuffer h^r no. 4o, r^Mvl ^ ithgt 
alone fhe,,t;ri(ft6d for a jufti6cation <>f her fi« 
]enc^, bpth t^w^ds her b^vflfd her \pvj^r. 

Tfee. R€v.:Mf . Claypok, wcanWhUe, jbetook 
hinUUf M f^ll^n discontent ,jto. his qhan[\b^, 
th^e tp ffii64lt?^se vqpon future me^fMre^: in tfee 
intei^m, a. If tter 'yvas deliv^ed to him, which h^id. 
com^e by^ec;ial jpnelftngcr from Crowbery Caf- 
-l^e, 5h^ cp««en;)s (4 wJvcji wci5e-as&lk>w :-w» 

*^ M^ydqarUn^, 
"In confequ^noe of a tiaoft polite invitati<Si 
*' from |hc worthy Lprdpf this c^ftle, I hayc 
'^ bjeen ^eyaird upon to |:ake up my .abode 
" here, fer ..a^ew days. The chief indpcenrient 
'* with me for accepting this folicitauon was. 
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*^ ti^c €^oftuaky it affords -me of being wkhiriv 
** reach of my dear uncle> without the pain of 
*^ taking up my refidence in the iame place 
*^ with a family Irom whom I have received the 
** moft unhandfoitie treatment. Nothing can 
^ exceed the kindacfs and attention of Lord 
^ ,Growbery, ai^id I am charged . by. ;him, in 
*' the fRoft carndft m^niier, to . re^eft the fe- 
*^ vour of yolir company at the caftle : I am. 
*^ fuTC you will not regret the change from 
^' Manftock Houfc ; and, if I have any intweft 
^* with yoti, liis requeft wifl be cornpUed with^ 
*«^tthe rather bs I ftid myfclf, in Liady Crpw- 
-** fccry's^ abfcQGc, in a fituation to ftand in 
^* liccd of your dorer and proteAibn, being at 
^^ prefcnt the only f^mak rifitor in the houfe; 
^' 1 atm, ever your's, 

*^ FRANCES CLAYPOLE/^ 

^ Noduag C0uld be more acceptable to Mr* 
<yaypak, in his prcfent ftate of mind, than the 
invitation which this letter conveyed; it re- 
lieved him from a fituation, of which he was 
liscartily fick, and offered him the gratificaftion 
of putting a flight upon Lady Crowbery, of 
Ae moft pointed fort: he well knew how it 
would be felt t^ Sir Roger Manftock,, and on 

K 4 <5^^ 
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that very account he embraced it the moit 
readily; for there was no longer, any trace df 
paft favours in his mennorjy and of.favdurs to 
come all expeftationwas at an end. He had, 
however, views upon futurity in Lord Cro<v- 
bcry's particular 5 for he had feen enough d 
Lady Crowbcry, to fet her down, in his account, 
as a dead woman, and his niece Fanny was a 
very lively one. He had more than once taken 
her with him to the caftle, in times when better 
harmony fubfifted between the families, and 
-on thofe vifits Fanny had made her way much 
-better with the lord than with the lady of the 
houfe, with the latter of whom, to fay the 
truth, flic was in no great favour. The fa6t 
was, that Lady Crowbery regarded her charac- 
ter with contempt, afid Fanny imputed it to 
jealoufy ; to roufe this paflion was a grati- 
fication too agreeable to be refitted, and 
therefore, though his Lordfliip was nothing 
lefs than an Adonis, there was amufement 
at leaft in the experiment, and flic confidered 
it as no fmall triumph to engage the attention 
of a man, who was capable of neglefting a moft 
lovely woman, and devoting himfeif to her. 
Her purpofe in haftening from the vicarage, 
in the manner wc have related, was with the 

vievr 



HENRT. 201 

view of obtaining one more interview with 
Henry, or, at leiaft, of gaining fuch intelligence 
as naight fatisfy her as to the confequences of 
Jiis- wound i fhe therefore boldly -fhaped her 
•ccurlc towards the port he was to embark at, 
bur in paffing through the village of Crow- 
bery, luckily fell in with the noble proprietor, 
who' was cheering his fpirits with a morning 
xide, in his lady's abfence, and, after fome im- 
portunity, prevailed upon her* to flop fhort in 
her progrefs, and repofe herfelf in the caftlc. 
Here ihe remained fome time, till propriety, 
or foitiething elfe, di6tated to her the expedient 
of writing to her uncle in maraier above re- 
Jatcdj to which his Loidfliip, with equal pro- 
^pricty, very courteoufly acteded. 

Sir Roger Manftock, who perceived that 
Hs daughter was in poflcffion of a fecret that 
•Jie could not extort from her, concluded, very 
.naturally, that it came from Lady Crowbery i 
and -this brought to his recolledion, what fhc 
had faid to him upon their pardng, relative to 
the paper (he had inclofed under the fame 
•cover with her will, to be opened, after her 
death. This packet he had depofired in his 
ilrong boxj it was under four fcak, and evi- 
dently enveloped more papers than one: he 
K 5 V^^ 
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had no doubt, from Ifabqlla's aofwcrs, that tkc 
fecret flie had in charge from LAdy Crowbery 
related to Heinry's birth, aqd that it would be 
difcovcrcd upon the opening of this^ packet. 
He could not reconcile to himfclf Ae being 
excluded from a confidence which had been 
Tepofed in his daughter, and was not a litdo 
4difcontented to find, that his niece had referred 
him to her death for a difcovery that flie had 
already made to Ifabella. 

He now fummoned I&beUa to him, and 

liplding Lady Crowbery^s packet in his handi 

addrefled himfelf to her as follows : — " I am 

here encharged with a paper, feal'd as yoy 

iee,^ containing your couGn*s will, and other 

private matters, which are only to be open'd 

by me upon the event of her death; I have 

no doubt but it mclofes a difcovery of that 

very fccret, whicA fhe has already imparted Cp 

you, and that it refers to the myftery of thi;5 

young mans birth, who bas'caus'd fo much 

unhappinefs to me and my family, 1 undcj&- 

ftand withal, that I am to be the executor of 

this will, and, moft probably, of certain inftruo- 

tions and trufts relative to the gentleman, who 

is then, fqr the firft time, to be made known 

to me* Now thcfe are terms that I will not 

> agree 
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ligrcfe to 5 I am no deafer' in obfcarc mktters, 
ind it is therefore becoine my fixt rdblutbi 
peiwnpcofrily to dcdine die commiflion, and fo 
4to inform L^idy Crowbery, by ipecial exprefs^ 
VLfAtk you ai^ prepared to tdl me what it is 
you fcnow of thefc fecret coments, fo far as 
they relarte to the perfon called Henry Fit2- 
Henry ; for I do not hold it becoming rhe^ m 
«iny refpea, to be furpris'd into a truft that 
may involve me with a perfon whonaatpre* 
^nt I have every reafon to hold at diftance^ 
anti for whom, perhaps, I may never choofe to 
he coneern'd, even in the mofl: trifling degree. 
Now then, Ifabella, let me a(k you, if •what I 
Jiave been faying feems reafonable, and whedier 
you rightly comprehend it ?** To this fhe re- 
plied ih the affirmative^ upon which he thia 
proceeded:^— *^ If it is reafonable then that I 
jfhouM not be Mindly committed in a bufinels 
I am ignorant of, and if you are iriterefted to 
retain thefe papcfs in my hands, rather than to 
have thenl fent back to her from whom they 
came, you have the alternative at your choice; 
tell me what you know of them, or take thfe 
cdhfequences, and abide by the promife you 
have made me : never let me hear the name 
of Henry Ficz-Henry from your lips ariy more/' 

K6 ^Vl 



^r:j. HIE N RT. 

*^ If that te the alternative^" replied the 
lovely Ifabella, whilft the tears ftarted in her 
«ycs, " necc05ty innpofes the hard talk upon 
IDC of abiding by the painful confequences you 
have ftated. Can I violate my promife? 
Ought not every truft to be held facred? 
Tills is of all moft facred, and I dare not be- 
tray it. liCt me then, for the laft tin>e in your 
hearing, declare, that wherever this difcarded 
perfon, whofe name I will not utter in*- your 
ears, ftiall betake hirnfelfi he carries with him, 
^o the end of life, my prayers, my blejQings, 
my unalienable affections, and my heart for 
ever ; but. let not this ingenuous confeffion of 
my love ihake your confidence in my honour, 
for upon my knees I ta^ke to wimefs truth, and 
Heaven itfelf, that I will feithfuUy perform the 
promife I. have made you, and, renouncing 
him, devote myfelf to your commands and to 
my duty-** 
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Where is tie Daughter y that may not take a . 
Lejfgn from our Heroine? 

'TpHE definitive anfwer, which our laft 
chapter concludes with, put a period to 
any fbrther -conference between the refped^iv^ 
parties, and determined Sir Roger Manftock 
jto take the very naeafure. he had threatened to 
purfue. He immediately wrote a letter to his 
niece, explanatory of his fenfations with rew 
ipe6t to Henry, and befeeching her to excufe 
binfi from any truft that had relation to a perfon, 
who had caufed him fuch uneafinefs, and whom 
the was determined never to be connefted with.: 
he alfo informed her of the .promife made to 
him by his daughter, and prayed her to fend 
Jown a trufly peribn, properly authorized, 
into whofe hands he, might fafely render back 
^he packet (he had entrufted to him : he then 
<:onciude4, in the moft conciliating terms that 
his tendernefs could fuggtft, wifliing her a- re- 
turn .of heakh, and ajQTuring her of his unal- 
^rable affcdtipn. 
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A fervant was ordered to fet ofF exprefe 
with this letter, who had direftions where to 
find the lady in town, if he did not overtake 
her on the road, of which, however, there 
was the grea^ pr<sibai>iiity, as her daily ftages 
were very ihort* ^ 

In the niean time our amiable heroine did 
jiot, like fonae others, dedicaljc every liour to 
iblkn fjlence and continual melancholy ; for 
though her private moracots were lad eiiough, 
ibehad yet a fmile for her.&ther when they 
met, and the £mvc eyes chat fbowe^ed tears in 
focrct, reaffumcd tKeu* n^ve cheerful Jaftit 
when her parent was in fight. 

Not fo the Reverend Mr. Ci^ypole ; thett 
was fomething in his breaft refetrjbling thoic 
goads and ftings which difappointed malice cfr 
;ambition fometimes entertain themfelves with 
in fecret, in the way of penance for attempts 
iwhich confcience does not quite aj^rove o£ 
.He was indeed fuperior to that fergiverfetioft ' 
and incertitude of purpofe, which confciences 
iover nice fometin^es impofe upon refokitions 
:iK>t over ftrong 5 for he was fii'mly refolved t^ 
turn his back upon his old friend, and his face 
towards his new one ; but he could not quitt 
perfuade hlmfelf that fuch a refoive had aU the 

cjualiti^i . 
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tjualiues of a virtuous purpofe; for he could 
iK>t but fed that he oug^t to be grateful to the 
Oiie, and fufpicious of the other. He had mo- 
tives, however, md principles of a^on in hfis 
mind, which fomeYoft fouls io the World feem 
to know nothing of; anriongfl: thefe, the grati- 
fication diat his yifit to Lord Crowbery woul4 
adnninifter to his mind, as an infialt to the pa- 
tronefs of Ratdiffe's living, was to him very 
pleafing on rcfieciion. That his vifi^ would 
fee highly oftenfive to Sir R<^er, and cut off 
his return for -ever after to the boufe of Man- 
ftock, he dearly faw ; but there was no lofs 
could accrue from an exclufion, where he ne- 
ver wifhed more to be admitted. In faft^ h^ 
few how totally he was ruined in this family; 
and having no doubt that his niece had dealt 
the ftab to Henry y he was j^ot forry to avail 
himfelf of the protedion of Lord Crowbery, 
And the countenance, which his reception of 
fcer would give to Jier ftory, in oppofition to all 
mothers; but what above all wdghed with him 
ibr accepting the invitation was, the hope it 
hdd out to his ambition, upon the event of 
L.ady Crowbery's death, if his niece. would 
confentxto govern herfdf by his advice. 
fLeafoning in this manner^ he prepared for 
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his departure from the houfc of his friend ; 
and this he did fo fecretly and expeditioufly, 
that he dole his march, unknown to Sir Roger, 
leaving only the few following lines as his apo- 
Jogy and adieu: — 

V Mr. Claypole leaves his refpeftful com- 
*^ pliments to Sir Roger Manftock, with thanks 
" for all favours: 'the duty which he owes to 
- ^* a much- injur*d orphan niece compels him to 
*' fo hafty a departure, that time, conlpiring 
** with his own feeHngs, prevents Jaim from 
*^ taking leave in perfon of a friend, whom he 
" has fo Jong and juftly held in honour." 

An order was now difpatched from Sir Ro- 
ger, direfting Dame May to come to him at 
the Great Houfe. This was inftantly obeyed 
by the good woman, who was given to under- 
ftand, in a few words, that her longer refidence 
in the houfe, which Ifabella had provided for 
her,.would be very readily difpenfed with. To 
this fhe immediately anfwered, that fhe would 
without delay prepare for her removal, having 
received an invitation from her daughter, who, 
by the blefling of Pravidence^ was irow jn a 
-condition to fuppprthcr^ flie thierefore begged 

leave 
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leave to return her humble thanks for the 
favours fhc had. recieived, aftd would no longer 
be a burthen to his charity ; ihe would be 
gone that very night, if Sir Roger wifhed it, 
and leave the few things, Ihe had in the houfe 
to' follow her the next day. To' this the 
Baronet Iho^tly anfwered, that it was very well, 
and there the bufinefs would have clofed, but 
that it occurred to him/as Ihc.was leaving the 
roorn, to piit>a queflion to her for ciirioiity's 
Ikke^ refpedtihg Faiiriy • Clay pole, .which was 
. fimply shiSj-rH-** If ihe underftood. or bcliqv^ed, 
. tiiat the tilkbf in: Henry's arra:» was given by 
her hand piifpofely and revengefully J" ' ThwK 
poor womain wais ftaggered with the abrupt- 
-nefs of the queftion, and the iftei-n,fdanofcf in 
which it was put. She hefitatcd through feir 
and cofl&fioni upon which, in an angry tone. 
Sir Roger told her, he had no wi(h to hear 
her aafwer, for he ihould put little faith in 
what anybody faid, who was not always ready 
with a plain reply to a plain queftion, and with 
this rebuke waved his Jiand and difmiflediher. 
In relating this Ihort fcene as it paffedj we 
are fcnfible that we muft reprefcnt the cha- 
racter of the worthy Baronet, in a^harfher 
light than it has hitherto been feeiji but in 
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exceouation we liavc to fay, that lie had iod- 
preflions on his mind t)ot feroiirable to this 
poor woman, and was alfo ^ifturbed in tem- 
per at the prcfent moment, by the valcdkaoiy 
note of his feoeding friend Mr. Ciaypok, ji^ 
before delivered into his hands* Under ^ 
feme imprcflion, he was* medttating to /^e 
orders for dilinaittling tlie cottage of ks f&r^ 
niture, when ifabeUa entered the room, T;;)on 
rwhich he thought proper ito .apfvize her of 
elm dolign, quaiifjiiiig it«with fpme introduce 
fCory. obfep^^acions oipon ithe. jeakmff, whidi 
iiach favonrs^ crested 'in the ipacifhy 'and th^ 
Jiinfuitable >elegance wkfa 'swhich ihe had fhlicd 
-the apartment : ** WitfaTour ^vc>dicic&n/' 
radded he, ^1 ihaB jgive oisdcrs to have the 
ifornitaire remov'd, and the xrottageTcducW 40 
rm oonditionixtoer fitted to the povseny of .die 
aicxt inhabitants, whom charity imay rcscom- 
/ mend to k." Ifabdlabowtd her beadin tokan 
^f jobedience, iDut fdt the unkindnefs of tfaii 
iCn^or m the mofl poignant manner ; ilie re- 
•coUeded that flie had boen allowed to con* 
ikier this Htde tenement as her ovm, and to 
carry on her works^ both within doors and 
^without, after her own fimple but elegant 
:fency; the refomption of a fond gift, and the 

reverfai 
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rcverfal of all her little amufing operations* 
Ady a decree fo peremptory and unexpe<5led, 
ftruck d^ep into her heart, yet fhe com- 
manded herfelf ib fair, whcn\arfked if Ihe had 
any further ufe for the furniture, as to make 
jttifwcr yrith great mild«ds aiKi fubfUffliei^ 
that there was nothing there fhe particularly 
wifhed topreferve^ but a certain print, which 
}4k^ ^ad hung up in the parlour, .as a mem©* 
^^ial .pf the, dpnor^ s^^d^the £militMdje of a.&cfj 
vwbich jhad tycv bepn apcuftpmfd ^o iook 
^ ^on her i^ith tthc tcndepeft zScQkm* ^\ Px>q^I 
jpo^hl^^repUed Sir Roger, *^you b^vc copi^^S 
^ovgh of tlwMt fwhappy coua^enai^e, ajndfl 
.^fKou'4 advife fou -to put rthis^out of the wdf 
ms fpeedily as ypucan, Jicfl: it fliou'd ibmetime 
w oAer tf^l taies -of what it has been a fp^-?- ' 
tator iof.".-r-*^ I aQi anfwer'd. Sir," replied Hf^^ 
«]bej[]a, " and with a reproach, winch, if I .aipl 
iwapable pfdefcrvingifrom you, i muftjbc ua- 
«6t any longer to remain, in yoj^r pffeience." . 
So faying, fhe hid her fac€ in l^er h^dkef- 
^ief, and hafte^ied o^t of ifce fCK«n to .give 
jrent to her ^wy« , 
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Chapter XL 

^ pwus Mind reforts to Providence for 
Support. 

T?EW moments liad pafled after Ifal: 

•*• left her .father, before he^^felt as it 

pain from the afperity of the retort he 

given, as (he had experienced in receiving 

'Nature could not ht long expelled from 

heart, nor could ill humour take any lai 

- pbflcffion of it; - He wiflied 4ie had not 

it; he felt the cruelty, the injbf^flce of >vn 

• ing vengeaflce on the^harmlefe works of 

"fancy, and, perhaps, he would at this, mof 

'feave not been forry, couH he have xta. 

the meflcnger he had difpatched to I 

Crowbery, Thofe fenfations of regret^ w 

.a good mmd is capable of. Sir Roger 1 

but to confefs and atone is the effort o 

great mind as well as gcod, and that was 

bellowed by nature upon him- Men, 

affedl the reputation of a decided chara^ 

'- are too apt to miftake cbftinacy in error 

confiftency of opinion 3 and this was 

Roc 
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Rog€r*s misfortune^ Few things could hayc 
galled him more than Clay pole's condudt, yet 
hrs whole life did not flirnifh fo great an in-'- 
ftance of weaknefs, as his pertinacious attach- ' 
mcnt to that unworthy friend. No hypocrify. 
is fooner difcovered than the pretended ge-' 
ncrofity of a felf-interefted man, and oppor- 
tunities enough had offered themfelves to Sir 
Roger Manftock for developing the real ^ cha- * 
rafter of Claypole 3 but the ftronger the light 
was that ftruek upon him, fo much the elofer 
he Ihut his eyes againft it. The vejil was now . 
drawn off at once, and prejudice could no 
longer- fev0 him from the convjftion of his 
own miftake. > This vexatious difcoyery was 
juft rankling in his mind, when innocence, 
unfortunately falling in his way, was made to 
fuffer (as too often happens) for the guilty, 
whtrhad efcapcd his refentment. 
^ The next morning brought over Sufan 
May to Manftock Houfe> who was admitted 
to her lovely miftreft to pay her laft duty, and 
take leave. On this pccafion, (he was led into 
a difFufive recital of all particulars refpefting 
Henry's late generous proceeding, to which 
IfabeUa lent ^ willing, ^ar.^ As the one re- 
counted the noble ads of „her benefaftpr, the , 
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h€»t of tte other glowrd with cklrgbt; hiii 
viitues> his fuflferings, his magttalnimity, hiT 
felf-denkh were cnxtmcrated and acknow- 
ledged i when the fubjeft of hi^ mental per- 
feftions was exhaufted, his perfon, his grace-' 
feifonrt, the beawty of his countenance, be* 
came the topic of their praife, and on this^ 
fubjetft Sufen's eloqtienee feemed atiitnated^ 
into warmer phrafe . and di^ion than on' 
the former. Whilft this was going on, Ila-' 
beJk'S blufties witnefled to the fenfibility of 
foul, wMch this recital infpired 5 at 1^, n<> 
logger able to refi^in- frofti^ joi/iing in th*> 
praife of one fo de^f to her, (he faidi ** 1 pet- 
fedly agree with you in every thing you have 
faid, or can fay, in commendation of your* 
amiabk' bencfadtor. I do not think it is in' 
nature for any human being to be more noble 
in mind, more charming in perfon 5 and I feel 
nO' ftiame in confeffing to you, what I have 
avow'd to my father, that in puricy of foul I , 
lov(^ him. But alas! alas 1 I bavedifficakies' 
t6^ encounter, objeftions to overcome, and 
forrows to* endure, that will probably -make 
thiat a cbddifeion of necelBty, which you may 
remember was once my choice, and devote 
jp* to 2^ fingle fife/'— *^ Heaven in its mercy 

forbidr 
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• foifUd^!*'' cried Sufer^ *^rthat fo moch beafuty 
and lovefhou'd be left c^ pme away ki-foK- 
tarincfs and difa^ppoinsment i fathers rmiffii 
have hearts of marbte, that' can fo controul 
and Awart the virttfous afifeftfons of their 
cbildrefr/'—^ H^d/* cried Ifabclla, «^ you 
nouft not talk in tha« ftile, Sufan, if you bare* 
any value for my friendlhip; my father niuft* 
^ays be fpoken of with pcfpeft in my hear-* 
ing'j^ we will therefore change the fubjeft to 
what we camnot differ about, and you will teB 
me what you think of Henry ^« wound : Didl 
he tell you how he came by it?*' To this 
Sufto replied, that be had beei> very referved 
upon the fubjeft; but, for her own part, flie 
was certain^ it had been given him by that 
dcfpcrace creature Fanny CIaypole,'in the rage 
of difappointment 5 "which, indeed,*' added 
Ihe, " her own confeffionputs out ofdoiibt 5 for 
n^y mother told me in fecrecy, that when Ihe 
attended her in her fits and ravings, that and 
many other things came out, which are al- 
moft too bad to relate/'— « I don't wifti to 
hear them," replied Ifabelk, " for things of 
that fort arc perfe^ly difgufting to me ; andj^ 
I dare fay, if any thing improper pafs'd, (he 
herfelf was in the fault of it/'~^^ So much 
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I will tenture to inform you of/*^ laid Sufan, 
^* that fhe was not in the faiilt that it did not 
pafs i but the truth of the fadt is, that the 
rage of the lady was rous'd by the virtue of 
the man, and the flab was given him in the 
fury of revenge and difappointrnent." — " That 
I can well believe," replied the blufhing fair; 
^^ and I own to you, 1 am gW at my heart 
that Hetiry did not demean himfclf by loop- 
ing to her arts i but I wonder what is became 
of her/' To this Sufan anfwered, that Ihe 
was now with the Lord of Cfowbery Caftl^,^ 
where. Ihe wa[s treated with great attention, 
and where flie did not doubt but ihe was 
playing a very deep and cunning gaffie, and 
the rather, as fhe underflood that h^r reverend 
uncle had made one of the party, and was 
now upon a vifit at the Cattle. — " So foon 
after the departure of my coufin !*' cried Ifa- 
bella, .fighing ; ** that is indeed extraordinary 
on his part, i underftood he had left us, but I 
did not guefs he was gone thither of all 
places ; I am fure my father miifl have felt 
that affront very feverely^"— ^^ I hope it will 
open his eyes," repjied Siifan^ *^ for all the 
neighbours cry out upon Mr. Claypole al- 
ready/' Ifabell^ made fpme flight obfcr- 
/ s vation 



H E N k r. 117 

vation upon this, and here the conference 
ended. 

Ifabella, now alone, refigned herfelf to me- 
ditation, and after a few minutes fo employed, 
broke out into the following foliloquy : •— " Oh 
Henry! myfterious fon of an unhappy mo*^ 
ther, little does my father think how nearly 
thou art allied to him j and though I am now 
interdifted from all communication with thee, 
I will ftill nourifli one fpark of hope, that 
thy affe6bion may prevail againft appearances, 
and thou perfift to love me, till time Ihall 
develope the fecret which honour now for- 
bids me to divulge, in fpite of all tempta- 
tions. May providence protect thee in all 
dangers, and by reftoring thy^ beloved parent 
to health, crown thy filial undertaking with 
a happy event ! meanwhile, though I will 
pray for thee in fecret, I mufl: remember the 
promife I have given to my father, and fa- 
credly fulfil it in its ftrifteft fenfe, without 
prevarication: this is my iiutys but when 
I reflect what circumftances may occur to 
(hake my conftancy, and overpower my na-» 
ture, I trjemble at the tafk I have engag'd 
in. Where then fhall I find fortitude in the 
hour of trial, and whither Ihall I refort, but 

Vol, III. L \.^ 
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to thee, O thou, who art the father of all 
thofe that faithfully refer themfelves to diy 
protcftion ? take then, I pray thee, into thy 
moft gracious difpofal, my heart and its pur- 
pofes, too weak without tliy ftrengthening 
providence, too fallible without thy merciful 
fupport." 



END OF THE EIGHTil BOOK. 
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BOOK THE NINTH. 

Chapter I. 

Aflyort Interlude between the AEls. 

\ X7 H I L S T the dramatic author cheers hi 
^ ^ audience with a tune between the a£bS| 
1 am forced to fill -up my intervals with a 
treatife, and (what is ftill worfe) with a trea- 
fife of my own making, which is not quite 
the cafe with his tune. His fpeftators arc 
4-egaled with harmony in a brilliant theatre, 
amidft a blaze of lights ; my reader, in his 
folitary chair, fits moping over the dull ftrain 
of an uninterefting differtation, which probav 
bly has little other merit but of putting iim 
to flecp : what infpires his critics with goo4 
humour, only flaipifies mine. 

But if theie are his advantages in the periods 
of fufpenfion, many more and much greater;, 
are they, when he returns to the ftage and I 
to my hiftory. The aftor before the curtaia 
and the fcenift behind it confpire to lift hint 
iptQ izm% alntoft without any effort t>f his 
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own : he is upheld by the charms of fpefta- 
cle, I am loaded with the drudgery of -detail; 
he has caftles in the clouds, that drop <iown 
at the word of command, we are forced to 
labour late and early, till our brains are well 
nigh beaten into brick and mortar with the 
flavery of building them. A nimble fcene- 
painter will dafh off a cataraft in full froth 
and foam, that will coft us twenty pages of 
hard pumping, before we can ^ get a: fingle 
drop to flow : how mariy pens do we (plit 
in conjuring up a ftorm of thunder and light- 
ning, whilfl: he, by one mark in the margin 
of his manufcript, fets all the elements in a 
roar ; we find it a very troublefome job to 
furnifli horfes and carriages for the convey- 
ance of our company, his characters are wafted 
from Icene to fcene by a whiftle 5 when his 
heroine is in a crifis, fome one cries, — Hah! 
jhe faints ! - and the inimitable Siddons dies 
away ; another cries, — Hah ! Jhe revives I -^^t 
inimitable Siddons is alive again. We cannot 
jdo this without falts and hartfhorn at the 
kaft, ^nd in' an obftinate fit, hardly with the 
help of burnt feathers, an unfavoury experi- 
ment he is never driven to. 
l^t us put the cafe, that the author di 9i 

novel 
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novel fhall lay his fcene in the houfe of fome 
abandoned ftrumpet, where a fee of cut- 
throats refort for the plotting of fome mur- 
derous confpiracy, and let the hero of his 
ftory, for whom our pity is to be interefted, . 
Cdnlift himfelf in this gang, and let him intro- 
duce a virtuous wife, the darling of his heart, 
and the faithful partner of his bed, into this 
houfe of ill-fame and affembly of villains, 
there to be left in the hands of thefe mif- 
creants as a hoftage for his good faith, telling 
her withal, that he is fworn to affaffinate her 
fether that very night, who but would cry out 
againfl: the conduft of fuch a fable ? but let 
Otway's fafcinating mufe put. this into melodi- 
ous metres let the bell toll for execution, bring 
forth the rack, fend the aftrefs on the ftage 
vith hair dilhevelled, cheeks of chalk, and 
eyes wildly flaring — no matter why fo mad 
at once, nor what Ihe talks of, (be it oi Jeas 
of milk or Jhips of amber)— z\\ hearts bow down 
to her refiftlefs energy ; fhe takes her poet on 
her wings, and foars to fame. 

Wonderful in all ages, and honoured by all 
enlightened nations, hath been the ador's ma- 
gic art 5 the theatres arid forums of Greece 
were embelliflied with his ftatues y they gazed 
L 3 w^^^ 
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upon him like a dejcended ^^o^r their grcaccft 
poets, down to ^fchylus and Ariftophancs^ 
trod the ftage in perfon : Rome alfo honoured 
her aftors, and they in return were the grac^ 
and ornament of all focicties ; their fa>4ngi 
were recorded, and colledions of their apo- 
thegms have come down to our times i Cadaf 
in all his power imidc fuitc to them, and even 
knights of Rome did not revolt from the pro- 
feffion. It remained for modern times to com-* 
plete their triumphs, by admitting feaiale can. 
didates into the lifts \ from that moment Na* 
ture took p6ffeflion of her rights k the fin^ 
feelings were con%ned to the faireft. fcMms \ 
the very Mufe herfeif aj^earcd in her own fcx 
and perfon: beauty, that gives being to the* 
poet's rapturous viiio% a voice diat guwd^ 
his language to the Heart, fmiles that enchant^ 
tears that diffohre us, with kKxks that fafcinat^e^ 
and dying plaintive tonea that fink into the 
foul, are now the appropriate and exclufivc 
attributes of that all-conquering fex \ in fluorc, 
they bind our nobles in chains* and our prince*- 
in links -•of love. 
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C H A r T E R II. 

. An Adventure on board a Frigate. 

VTC7E now return to our hero, who, with fair 
^ ^ weather and favouring gales, was far ad- 
vanced upon his voyage. A few, and but flight 
fenlations of uncafinefe had attended his initia- 
tion on Ihip- board. Gary's gay and gallant 
Ipirit cheered him at all moraents ; the novelty 
of the fcene, the fucceflion of adventures whicb 
occurred to him in paflftng through the Chan** 
nel, and the ftriking characters of Britifh fea*- 
men, for ever in his view, were to a mind like 
his moftinterefting contemplations. The clean- 
linefs, good order, and difciplinc of Gary's fri- ^ 
gate were exemplary ; and as fhe had cleared 
the Channel, and was upon the (harp look-out 
for an enemy, expeftation kept every body- 
alert, and in a ftate of warlike preparation. 

Tom Weevil was a lively thoughtlefs fello\;^, 
and had pafled through all the difcipline of be- 
ing feized up to the fhrouds, and every other 
fpecies of fea-jokes praftrfed upon frefh-water 
novices, with perfeft good-humour. He had 

L 4 \:cc^^ 
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made acquaintance with feveral gentlemen of 
cafy addrefs, particularly in the foretop, with 
the captain of which. Jack Jones by name, he 
had cftablilhed a fworn fricndfliip ; and as 
Tonn was very fond of taking the air on thai 
plevated ftation where Jack prefided, he was 
ixioftly to be found in the aforefaid top, where, 
in leifure hours, he edified his company witli 
reading (a gift which he alone poflcfled) the 
illuftrious hiftory of Robinfon Crufoe, tq 
. which all ears were open, and univerfal faith 
from all parties fubfcribed without refcrve. 
Happy would jt be for congregations in gene- 
ral were they fo attentive to their preacher as 
Tom's audience were to him : they were alfo 
able commentators upon many parts of the 
work ; but as they did not always concur in 
the fame explanations and remarks, the pro- 
grefs of the hiftory was liable to confiderable 
interruptions and chafms, whilft the interlocu- 
.tory parts were filled up with oaths and lie3, 
given and taken very liberally in the true fpi^* 
rit of controvei:fy. 

Mr. William Williams, the furgeon (or, in 
the fea phrafe, the doftor) had fo ably con- 
duded the cure of Henry's wound, by adding 
nothing to nature's operations but cleanli^eis 

and 
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and frefli lint, that his arm was come to its 
perfeft ufe, and, it may be prefumed, his fpi- 
rit was not unwilling to try its ftrength upon 
the enemies of his .country, if they canoe in 
his way. It was now early morning, and that 
wi(hed-for opportunity was in near approach : 
Henry was on deck, enjoying that mod mag- 
nificent of all fpeftacles, the fun rifing over the 
waters, a raylcfs globe of fire ; his heart ex- 
panded at the fight, and his thoughts afcended 
towards the Creator of thofe wonders hq con- 
templated. Captain Cary was at prefent un- 
der eafy fail, and the weather fine, when the 
man at the maft-head defcried a fail a-head : 
inftantly the officer on watch informed the 
Captain, who, leaping out of his cot, huddled 
on his clothes, and in little more time than a 
lipn would beftow upon his toilet, prefentcd 
himfelf on the quarter-deck, having ordered 
all hands up,*and fail to be made. A very lit- 
tle time difcovered h^r to be a fquare- rigged 
vcflTel, and as (he kept her courfe towards Cary^ 
with the wind in her favour, fhe was foon vi- 
fible from the deck, where ev^ry glafs in the 
ftiip was diredted towards -her, and every voice 
pronounced her to be a frigate of equal or fu- 
pcrior force to their own ; and, upon a nearer 
L 5 vw«^ 
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view, from certain marks, which experienced 
feamen are quick in difcerning, (he was ad-r 
judged, without one difiendng voice, to be an 
enemy, and an enemy, it Ifaoiikl feem, thaK 
did not decline an action* 

Now began that aweful arrangement in 
which filence itiU as death prevailed, and 
^cvery thing moved at the word of one man, 
whofe voice, and none other, was heard, and to 
Vhofe command abfolute obedience followed 
t>n the inftant. Henry furveyed the whole 
with filent awe, and reverence for a iervice 
fo condufted : his heart glowed with love and 
pride for his friend, wlK>m fituation ieemed 
now to have transformed into a new^creature ; 
that countenance, which hitherto he had only 
leen charadtered with the mirthful fmile of 
raillery and frolic, was how terrible and frown-. 
ing, as he bent his eye upon the enemy, in die 
fame ad of preparation with himfelf. He 
was a perfeft hero arming for batde, cou^ 
ragp tempered with deliberate circumlpeftion 
marked every word he faid, which werci dif- 
tindly ^d precifcly given out in orders to 
every officer in the fliip; the lieutenants re* 
paired to their quarters, the men aflTembloi 
isi ihe topsj and honeft W^vU wa^ honoured 
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l^^lth a poft at one of the cabin-guns, in com- 
pany with eight other brave fellows. Cary, 
having hoifted his colours, addreffcd himfelf 
to his men in a fhort but animating (peech, 
that in language fuited to their habits and 
apprehenfions gave ^hem to underftand, that 
whilft he had breath in his body thofe colours 
were never. to come down ; that the advantage 
of the few guns the enemy had over them 
was to be compenfated by fuperior fkill and 
courage, and he was refolved that republican 
frigate Ihould either follow him into a Britifh 
port or fink alongfide of hitti. This was fol-* 
lowed by three cheers ; when, turning to 
lienry, he faid> '* Now, my brave Henry, 
if you like the fport, we will give you a tafte 
of it 5 this fellow feems to have fome fto- 
mach for fighting, but no great management 
in bringing it to bear : I fee he means to ' 
fight us on the (larboard fide, and has arm'd 
himfelf accordingly J but 1 Ihall baulk his 
fancy, and take him where he is not pre- . 
par'd.-' This faid, he gave the word, helm- 
a-weathtr, and by a rapid manoeuvre well 
executed, brought his frigate orf the other 
fide, pouring in ^- raking fire as he fheered 
acrofs him. This manoeuvre produced much* 
L6 ^QY&5SL\^>cv 
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confufion and fome lofs to the- cnemyi vrfio 
are in the praftice of arming only on one 
fide. The pofition Gary had taken, and the 
rapidity of his fire, had great efFed:, as the 
adbion was clofe. When the enemy had reco- 
vered from his furprife, his behaviour - was 
perfedlly gallant; and by fomething giving 
way on board the Britifli frigate, (lie became 
unmanageable, and fell broadfide to upon the 
Frenchman ; part of the crew being occujwed 
in repairing this accident, the enemy feized 
the opportunity for boarding, being full of 
men. Henry ngw felt his fpirit called upon 
in a manner not to be refitted ; a confufcd 
and fcrambling fight took place upon the 
gang-way, where the French had lodged them- 
felves in fome nuncibers> under conduft of 
a fpirited officer, whom Henry immediately 
fingled out as his man i he flew to the fcene 
of adion fword in hand, Ihouting to the peo- 
ple as he advanced, and at the very firft ftroke 
brought down the leader of the boarding crew, 
who fell dead into the wafte. Animated by 
his example^ the defendants became invinci- 
ble, and repulfe and flaughter enfaed : the few 
that efcaped back to their £bip were inftandy 
followed by the viftorious party, Jienry be- 
ing 
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ing one of the firft, if not the vdry firft, that 
leapt on board the national frigate 5 there was 
no leader like him to rally: the fugitives; in 
the firft fury of the onfet the carnage was in- 
difcrirninate, till a general ery for quarter re- 
called that mercy which is never long abfent 
from the hearts of our countrymen, and ftopt 
the hand of death. The colours were hauled 
down, and three cheers from the conquerors 
gave notice, to their gallant captain and com- 
rades alongfide of them, that they were in pof- 
feflion of their prize. A crowd gathered round 
Henry, who, like Achilles bathed in the bJood 
of Heftor, flood in the midft of them tre- 
mendoufly beautiful : he had thrown off his 
coat before he entered into aftion, his hat had 
been beaten off, and his hair, "Medufa , like, 
fell in wild diforder on his forehead, his eyes 
feemed on fircr the frown yet dwelt upon his 
l^row,.and the angry fpot erf" crimfon hueflill 
burnt upon his cheek. A confofion of voices, 
now arofe, all applauding their young volun- 
teer, with many huggings, and fquee^ings^ 
and flappings on the back, garnifhcd with 
oaths of the moft unaccountable variety, which* 
through an exc^fs of good-will. Wafted every 
limb in the companyj and fcnt our hero him- 

fclf 



»30 ^ H EN R T. 
fclf to Ae devil by a tfeoiifand different con^ 
veyances. Amongft thcfc vociferous admireri 
his eyc.fingled out a figure in the outward row, 
whom he difcovered to be his friend Tom 
Weevil, in fpite of a finall alteration in his 
countenance, occafioned by the removal of 
one ear and part of a cheek out of their place, 
and dangling upon his fhoulder by the help of 
certain fibres which ftill reftrained them from 
total feparation. Henry flew to hiswotinded 
friend, cotnprefled the flcfliy fragments into 
their place as well as he could, and taking off 
^ his neckcloth, bound them up, and hurried 
him away to Dodor Williams, whom he found 
in the cockpit flript to his fhirt, with his 
flceves rolled up to his fhoulders, and bathed 
in^ a mingled ftream of blood and fweat* 
^ When you can turn your hand>" cried Hen-^ 
ry, " to a brave lad, who wants a little of your 
art> I Ihall be obliged to you." A foretop man> 
one of WeeviPs audience. Was then under^ 
Williams's hands, who feemed in a moft feope- 
lefe cafe* " It's all up with raCi** cried the^ 
dying failor;^ death hasftopt my grog foir 
cverlafting; therefore, do you fee, Dodor, ne- 
ver break your head about me, but turn your 
hand to the lad> fplice liis dio|>s^ and &nd him 

going/* 
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going."' The hcroifei of this expiring war- 
rior, the fcene of human mifery which the 
cockpit prefent^dj and the. gocy figure of 
Williams himfelf, were too much for the un- 
hardened nerves <^ JHcmy-^thc tears ftaited 
from his eyes. The dying man was ftill anxi- 
ous for the glory ©f his country, and de^ 
mandcd to know what had been the event of 
die fight. When Henry had informed him of 
diisy life feemed to i^inipire his half-clofed 
eycs» a gleam of joy fleeted over his diftorted 
Vilagej "Ohl that I cou*d have one peep 
at the prize," he exclaimed, " before my day- 
%hts are out."—" So thou Ihdt," exclaimed 
Jack Jones, who was Handing over him, " if 
the hravc volunteer will condcfcend to bear 
a hand."—" If I was an admiral," replied out 
hero, *VI fhou'd be honoured by the office;'* 
and having fo faid, taking up one end of the 
hammock on which the dying man was ftretch- 
ed, and Jones taking the other^ they carried 
him up the ladder, and placed him where^^ 
with the prixe ia his view, he breathed out hifi 
gallant fpirit in the arms of vi&ory. 



CfltwY*^ 
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. CHAPTXIt .IIL 

^Our Hero makes afp ^terejiing jyifcovery. 

^ITfT^HEN our hero had performed the laft 
offices to the dying iailor, he went upon 
'the qiiarter-decki where Captain Gary was 
bufily occupied in giving orders upon various 
matters.. Thcfirft moment he could detach 
hirafclf fcom bufinefs,^^ he ran to Henry, and 
throwing his amnis about him, overwhelmed 
him with a!pplaufes: great was their mutual 
joy to find that neither had received the flight- 
eft hurt; but what a change did it appear to 
Henry, as he caft his eyes about the frigate, late 
infuch beaurifuland perfe<3: trim, now exhibiting 
nothing but a pent-houfe of dangling rags and 
mangled rigging over head, and below, a chaos of 
broken booms, Ihattered boats, and decks floated 
!jvith water black as Styx with the fcattcringof 
the powder. When Gary had dciyoted a few mo*- 
ments to his gallant friend, he called the firft 
lieutenant to him, and fliaking him cordially 
by the hand, gave him joy of his prize \ " Go, 
my brave fellow/* he cried, " and take pof- 
. ^ » : / , feflion 
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-felTion of that noble frigate, which your va- 
lour and good condudt has contributed to con- 
quer ; and you, volunteer," added he, ad- 
drefling himfelf to Henry, " go with your of- 
ficer, and board her for the fecond time ; biit 
here," pointing to his coat, that laid under the 
barricade, " flip on your-clothes, and get a 
hat." He then gave direftions for ftiifting 
Ae prifoners, and that proper care fliould be 
had of the wounded men, by fuperintending 
the treatment they received from their own 
furgeons : and now began the carpenter*s and 
boatfwain's reports, with a long train of va- 
rious dudes, that fall to the ftiare of every 
one in_.Ca;ry*s fituation, and which none were 
better qualified to execute than he was. 

When the firft lieutenant, accompanied by 
.our hero, came on board the prize, he found 
the crew and paflengers of a _Liflx>n packet, 
which fliehad captured in her cruize, and of thefc 
he bade Henry take charge, whilft he gave atten- 
tion to more prefTing matters. Henry, now afl:- 
ing under orders, immediately began to exert his 
•delegated authority, by affembling his country- 
men from all parts of the veflel, for the joy- 
ful purpofe of reftoring them to their liberty* 
-When he was about to embark them in the 

boat^ 
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boat, that waited^ to receive therh^ under tk 
command of Lord Ffcderick, our young mid- 
fhipman heretofore defcribcd, one of the com- 
pany informed him, thtfre was a fick gentle^ 
man in his hammock beloW) whofe ftate of 
health required inftant attention. To this per- 
fon Henry immediately went, with one of.tfitf 
party for a guide, who brought him to the 
cable-tier, where the fick gentleman was ly- 
ing in his hammock, attended by two feiv. 
vants. When our hero had imparted to him 
the cheering purpofc of his vifit, and recom- 
•Handed a fpeedy removal on board the Bri* 
tifk frigate, where He would be better ac«r 
commodated, he aiifwered, in a hmt tone, 
that it would be a moft welcome refeafe j be 
irad been tortuted wiiJi noife and ckmour> and, 
at-the lame time, nearly foffocated with heat 
,and ftench j '* bwt farcly,'* addled he, ** I have 
lieard that voice before, tho' I cannot ^fcerh 
your countenance m thk dark place. Is it 
poflibley Sir, that you and I can havenieft 
at Crowbery ?" A fhort explanation now 
took place, which^ to Henry's great and joy- 
ful furprife, convinced him that Providence 
had directed him to the refcoe of hi$ father,^ 
J) jfficuit though it wa* ta fupprefs fcis^ emo- 

tioa 



6ori on fuch a difco^^cry, ftt he had com-^ 
mand enough over hitnfelf to check his tongue, 
and; immediately began his operations for re^ 
moving him from his loathfom^e abode, all 
which he pknned and » executed widi the tcn-» 
dcr^ft care and" attention. The refrefhing 
fcnfation of air and motion revived the fpi^ 
rits of the redeemed prifoner j he was lifted 
into the boat in his bedding ; Henry's eye 
matched 'every movement that could annoy 
him, Henry's arm fupportcd him througb 
^very moment of the paffage, and his car© 
iiipcrintcnded the operation of getting hint 
on board, where he inftandy aiTigned 
Mm his own cotj and recommended him^ 
in the Urongeft terms> to his friaid WU^ 
Jiams; ^ . > 

So reibrmed was the appearance of <Cary'* 
frigate, that it appeared to Henry as the worfc 
of magic ; but what cannot Britiih feamert, 
weli commanded, perform? She was now 
caiee more in failing trirpy, her decks walhed^ 
afnd her lumber flowed away. Henry deli^ 
vered up his redeemed prifoners, with a lift 
of their names, to the captain j and, having 
executed thefe inftru(ftion$, demanded if there' 
were any further commands for him? *^ No- 
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thing, at prcfent; but to refrelh yoiirfclf iti 
the cabin," replied Gary, ** where you will 
find cold meat and wine, and feme of the 
national officers at work upon it." Thither 
©ur exhaufted hero eagerly repaired j and, as 
he was mixing with the prifoners, he* heard 
one of thenn relating a circumftance of an 
Englifti deferter, who, being mutinous at his 
gun in the time of adtion^ and i:efufing to 
ferve it againft his countrymen, had been rjn 
through the back by one of the officers on 
the fpot. This was told in French, which 
Henry had enough of die ^ language to under* 
ftand, and, in the fame language, jmade fhift 
to enquire the name of the renegado. This 
the Frcinchman did not 'know; but he learnt 
enough of his ftation and defcription in the 
fllip to guide him in the:enquiries which his 
humanity towards a fellow.-creature, under 
fuch circumftances, infpired him to make. 
He therefore fnatched a hafly morfel, took 
g refreihing draug|;H: of wine, and jumped 
into the boat, that wats juft then going off to 
the prize. Here he foon traced his enquiries 
to the wrenched obje<9:. hjc .was ia fearch of, 
and in whom there appeared fo much to pity 
ijind condemn. . He found him ftretched at 
. .^ his 



his length upon the bare deck, befide the gun 
he had been polled at, incapable of raifinghim- 
felf up, floated with his own blood, and at 
the point of death. ^ Judge, reader, what was 
Henry's fenfation,, when, in this expiring 
wretch, he recognized the features gf his ac- 
quaintance Bowfey* « Ah ! miferable man," 
he cried, " is this your fate at laft ? Do you not 
know me ? Speak to me, if you haveftrength to 
utter ; look on nne, if you can lift youf eyes, and 
I will yet give you the laft comfort of knowing 
that your viftim, Thomas Weevil, iurvives the 
blow you dealt him."—** Good Lord, good 
Lord,'* murmured the expiring man i "Wee^ 
^il is alive, then Lam no murderer: I know 
you, Mr. Henry j you are a good mans Iwilh 
I had taken your good counfel, then I had 
never been in thefe damn'd fellows' hands; 
I am dying, I am dying; I wou'd not fight 
againft my country; tho' bad enough in all 
reafon, I was not fuch a fhabby rafcal as 
that came to, fo a fcouhdrel thruft his fword 
into my back, (the devil reward him fcr it!) 
and here IVe laiii ever fince." Henry faw 
the agonies of death upon him ; he grew con- 
vulfed at tiqies, then brought out a few 
words, and feemcd ftrvggiing to reach out 
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his hand, which Henry no fooner perceived, 
than ftooping down, he took him by the hand, 
^yir»g> " Farcwel, the Ikjrd have mercy upon 
you and forgive you." This was underftood 
by Bowfey, who, deeply groaning, muttered 
fomething, of which Henry could make out no 
more than. Sleeps fieep^ihey^J^ it is alljle^.-^ 
** They are liars and blafphcmers,'* exclaimcc^ 
Henry, and was proceeding, when he per* 
teived the fenfes he addreffed were clofed, 
thef laft breath was fpent, and the foul had 
taken fli^ to thofc unknown regions, wher^ 
^ who credit or inculcate thcfe impious doc- 
trines, will be deftined to experience a terrible 
iconfiitation of their ftcmaljleep. 



Chapter IV. 

Firji Love Jlrikes diep. 

TX7HEN Captain^ Gary had taken int^ 
^^ confiderajion the ftate of his prize, (a 
large forty gun frigate) the number of hi« 
prifoners, and various other circumftanccsi 
which made a feparation ynadvifeable, he. de- 
termined to avail himfelf of a fair wind, and 
his proximity to tiie waft^ for cpnfvcying he? 
♦ into 
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into the firft Englifli port he cou'd make^ 
though his own deftination was for the T^gus ; 
he therefpi^e made known this his irefolution 
to his officers in each fhipi and fleered for 
the chsinnel j the wind continued to ferve, and 
he pufhed into Falmouth, as the firft port 
that was favourable to his purpofe. 

Here Henry landed with his father, who 
ftiU concealed himfelf under the name of 
Smith. The (hips took the firft occafion for 
proceeding to Plymouth, where they could 
receive the necef&ry repair, whilft Henry ftaid 
with his two convalefcents at Falmouth, for 
Tom Weevil's wound, was now, by Williams's 
fkill, fer advanced towards a cure. The laft 
converfatioh that Henry held with Williams 
was on the evening preceding the departure 
of the (hips, when with fome difficulty he pre- 
vailed upon him to accept a fuitable prefent 
for his great attention to his own and Weevil's 
wounds : Mr. Smith, fo called, had rewarded 
him in a more itiagnificent ftile, according to 
the cuftoms of the Eaft. In this converfa- 
tion Williams, \rfiofe modefty had feldom per- 
imtted him to (peak of himfelf and his o^n 
adventures,, was enticed into a more circum« 
ftantiai, tktail of paft dccurronccs;^ which it: 
* ' * import* 
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imports not this hiftory to record in any other 
period, than that in which he was employed 
as an afliftant to our acquaintance Zachary 
Cawdle at Crowbery, where the youthful 
charms of Sufan May, then in their firft blof- 
fom, made fad havock with Williams's fuf- 
ceptible heart. It did not appear, even from 
his own modeft account, that Sufan was al- 
together inexorable, for Williams was a very 
handfome fellow, with a thOufand good qua- 
lities, aild, over all, one of the fweeteft tempers 
man ever poffefled, but there were rubs in- 
nunf>erable, which fortune perverftly threw in 
the way of his paflion that Williams had not 
fkill or confidence to ftruggle with : die 
chief of thefe had root in Jemnna's jeajoufy 
and fpite, fome fprung from honeft Zachary" 
himfclf, who thought love no great recom- 
mendadon in a compounder of medicines i 
and others were thrown in his way by the 
collufion of Blachford with Dame Jremima, 
the bright eyes of the damfel having fet fire 
to the bilious particles of the Juftice's blood 
in no lefs degree than to the milky ones of 
Williams. To extricate himfelf from this 
dilemma by deliberate means required more 
nerves thaa Williams, had to ipare, he there- 
fore 
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fore took quicker but lefs regular meafures, 
and fairly efcaped by flight, taking nothing 
away with hinti but an aching heart, and de- 
frauding his mafter of no one tittle of his right, 
fave only of the pleafure of paying hirh cer* 
tain running arrears of wages, which Williams 
probably had neither time nor inclination to 
demand. 

, When Williaftis had concluded his narra- 
tive, Henry refolved firft to try the pulfe of 
his afFeftion, before he threw the lure of Su^ 
fan's fortune in his way, and this he rightly 
conceived to be tfee moil honourable proceed- - 
ing to both parties. He therefore began to 
difcourfe with him in fuch a way as might 
heft difeover how far Sufan ftill kept any 
hold upon the heart of her firft lover;^ and 
when this was made clear to him, he proceed- 
ed to unfold the dark tranfaSion wJiich Blacli* 
ford had been concerned in, and the conf6' 
quences it had produced. Here Williams, 
no longer able to reftrain himfelfi broke out 
into violent denunciations againft her betrayer^ 
taking Heaven to witnefs, that whenever op- 
portunity (hould ferve, he would have his re- 
venge upon him for what he had done 5 but 
this Henry foon put a flop to, by informing 
Vol. III. M Vic^sw 
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him how complctdy the offender was now 
out of his reach. " It is an exit too good for 
fuch a villain," cried Williams, " he Ihou'd 
have died by the halter, or, if the law cou'd 
not have reached him, n>y arm fhou'di but 
though his life is out of my reach, his memory 
is not^ and I wiU vindicate the innocent againft 
the guilty, by making public the truth, and 
fliaring my laft (hilling in fupport of my poor 
girl, wherever flie can be found, and to what- 
ever fituation fhe may be reduced." — " That 
is a refolution," faid Henry, " every way 
worthy of you, and befpeaks a generous foul ; 
it alfo convinces me that you lov'd her ho- 
nourably, and eftcem'd her worthy of your 
love." — "And Ihe is worthy ftill," rejoined 
he. *' Can I love her lefs becaufe fhe has 
fufFer'd wrong and violence from the blacked 
wretch that ever breath'd? No, I fliou'd be 
bafe as he is if I cou'd; but I am impatient 
to know what has been her fate, and how 
Ihe has ftruggled under mifery fo compli- 
cated." Thiadrew out that account, which 
no relater but one of Henry's delicacy of fen- 
timcnt would have referved for the conclu- 
fion of his ftory ; and though it may be well 
believed the fafts now recounted werfi not 
I embellilhed 
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ellifhed with any felf-encomiums, yet the 
sft colour he could give to truth could 
prevent his hearer from receiving it with 
ports of admiration and gratitude. — " Oh 
vens !" cried Williams, *^ what a foul is 
•s ? And have you rifqued a life fo precious 

voluntary combat with thofe madmen ? 

be prais'd, the villains have not drawn 

drop of blgod from your veins ! well 
ht we conquer, who were headed by an 
rl.'»_« Stop," cried Henry ; « we will 

common fenfe, if you pleafc, and treat 
L other like rational crektures. I have 
I telling you mere mattey of fad, and as 

feem to take a warm fliare in our friend 
Ln*s intercft> fo far my ftory has repaid you 
the pains it gave you m fome parts, by 
pleafure you receive in the conclufion of 
When your duty permits, and your incii- 
3n difpofes you to make a trip to Crow- 
^, you will find your old acquaintance re- 
lably eftablilh'd) and if you fee her with 
eyes, and judge of her as I thmk you 
I, I perfuade myfelf you will find no one 
rm of perfon, or good quality of heart, 
air'd by what has pafs'd fince ypu loft 
t of her : and now a thought ftrikcs me, 
M 2 Mr, 



t44 H E N R r. 

Mr. Williams, as a hint for you to turn in 
your mind, which is (imply this; your old 
friend Zachary Cawdle is now from home 
upon a fcrvicc, which, I have , rcafon to be- 
lieve, will fet him free from bufinefs for the 
reft of his days ; fhou'd this be the cafr, and 
if you prefer a ftationary employ to a roving 
one like your prefent, it is not improbable 
but means may be taken for fettling you in 
his bufmefs, if the fpot is agreeable to you, 
and the objeft worth your thoughts/' To 
this Williams anlwered, that the fituatioA in- 
deed would be very defirable j but he doubted 
his capacity of obtaining it, for he had no 
money, nor was in the way of getting any. — 
^* Then I perceive," quoth Henry, '^ my good 
friend, you have no prefent thoughts of mar- 
rying/^ Williams blufhed and was filent. 
Henry fmiled, and (baking him by the hand, 
bade him be of good courage, telling him that 
It was probable he fhould have an opportu- 
nity of talking with Zachary before long, and 
that he would find ri^cans to inform him of 
the refult of their converfation. 



Chaf- 
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Chapter V^ 



Our Hero quits the Sea. 

THE next day Captain Cary took his de- 
parture for Plymouth, carrying his prize 
with him. Some time would be neceflary 
'^ for. repairing the damages his frigate had re- 
ceived in the aftion, and this determined 
Henry to ftay at Falmouth, not only for the 
purpofe of attending upon his father, but in 
the hope of hearing fome tidings of Lady 
Crowbcry, whofe arrival might now be looked 
for from day to day. Mr. Smith had taker) 
lodgings in a private houfe, and was recover- 
ing his ftrength apace : to him Henry re-^- 
paired, after his converfation with' Williams 
above related, and found a chaife waiting at 
his door for a morning airing. His tender 
attentions had fo won the heart of his uncon- 
fcious father, that he feemed to live only in 
his company, and as this airing was a firfl: 
effort, Henry offered to attend upon him in 
the carriage, which was moft thankfully ac- 
cepted. The driver was diredcd to chufe 
M 3 ^^ 
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the fmootheft road, and go gently along; the 
fick man's iptrits were revived by the air anct 
motion^ and now for the firft thtie he found 
itrength to converge niore at large^ than z% 
yet he had been able to do.—** Your good- 
nefs to me, dear fir,*' faid he, ** has been fuch 
as I can never find words to exprefs my fenfe 
of: I have hitherto been filent> not through 
want cfgradtude but want of powers to give 
utterance to it j yet I have much to fay to 
you, feme things to explain, and others ta 
apologize for. In the firft place I fliou^d tell 
you, that in all t>ur cafual rencounters, fince 
the firft time we met, when 1 pretended ta 
have picfc'd up a ring of Lady Crowbcry's, 
I have been impofing myfelf upon you under 
a feign*d name and charafter : I am the third 
fon now living of the Lord Pendennis, my 
name Henry Dclapoer; a very early attach- 
ment to the loveRefl of her fex being moft 
unfortunately traverfed by her father decided* 
my fate, and hurried me to the Eaft Indies, 
with a broken hearty, upon a defperace hdvcn- 
lure. It was the will of providence I ftiou'd 
furvive my lofs of bappinefs, by turning afide 
fi-om me in various ways, almoft miraculous, 
*^^t death which I prefumptuoufly courted. 
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As my heart never varied from its firft afFec!- 
rion, I never hiive had a thought of marrying ; 
and though I have been little ftudious of ac- 
cumulating money, yet circumftances, unfoughe 
fpr on my prarr, have thrown a fortune upoq 
me, which, though not to be compared witli 
many, is an afHuent one, and, which is better, 
fairly earn'd, without cruelty or extortion. 
Having now difclos'd to you who I am, I . 
ihall n,ext inform you of my purpofe in fet- 
ting out for Lifbon, in which undertaking I 
fofpeft it will be found that we have both the 
fame objed, namely, that of tendermg our 
hA mdancholy offices to the much injured 
lady of that execrable tyrant Crowbcryj of 
your motives, my dear Sir, I know no more 
rfian common report has given out, and they 
do credit to your gratitude, for I have heard 
<he has been a beneficent and kind friend to 
you, and I cannot doubt byt fhe has adted on 
the pureil principles ; how it comes to pafs 
that I am fo afFedted by her fituation, and en- 
rag'd againft her oppreffor, a fingle word will 
explain, when I tell you Ihe was ^11 but my 
wedded wife, when her inexorable father over- 
took us, in the laft ftage of our progrels to- 
wards Gretna Green, and obftinately fcver'd 
M 4 "^"^ 
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that knot which a very few hours wou^d have 
made indiffoluble. Merciful Heaven ! what a 
heart-rending monnent was that, which tore 
me from the arms of my Cecilia ! Oh ! Sir, 
it was attended with fuch aggravating horrors ! 
Figure to yourfclf the circumftance moft kill- 
ing tty the heart of honour, and that cafe 
was our's. What might have been the refult 
of it I can well conceive ; what it was Heaven 
only knows j for I was hurried out of England, 
and remained in ignorance of her fatCi and 
now I find her wedded to a brute, childlefs, 
unhappy, and alas ! far gone in a decay. If , 
providence Ihall gracioufly permit her to fur- - 
vivc her voyage, Lifboa gives mc one laft 
chance of mcctii^ her on this Gdc Heaven; 
if not, the ftiort remnant of days that may be 
kft to me (hall be fpent in bewailing her 
iofs, and, if opportunity can be found, ia 
aveftging her wrongs," 

Here the father ceafed, exhaufted not lefs 
by the agitation of his mind, than by the ex- 
ertion of his difcourfe ; a Ihort fikncc took 
place, which Henry was too confiderate of 
his repofc to interrupt; at length perceiving 
that he expefted a reply, he fpoke as follows, — 
'' I am greatly honour'd by tfee c^njfidence 

you 
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you repofe in me, and it gives me the higheft 
Jatisfadion to know, that my fmall Cervices 
laave been ufeful to you in any degree : I, 
was certainly well prepared for the difcovery 
you have been pleased to make, for it has 
long been out of doubt with me, that your 
firft aflum'd condition was not your real one ; 
the manners, character, and deportment of a 
man of birth and education cannot eafily be 
difguis'd, and your's leaft of all. I am not 
totally uninformed of Lady Crowbery!s early, 
attachment to the honourable Captain Dela-/ 
poer, my life from infancy to a period not 
long pafs'd having been fpent under the care 
and tuition C)f a moft intimate friend of her's, 
the Reverend Mr. RatclifFe, lately deceased ;. 
by that excellent man I was receiv'd as a de- 
ferted namelefs infant, depoftted at his door, 
and recommended to his benevolent protec- 
tion by my myfterious mother. Through 
fome fecret channel, unknown to me, the 
chaises of my maintenance were fupplied, 
when at his death they ftopt at once, and I 
was thrown friendlefs and . helplefs on thct^ 
world at large. Misfortunes, which at fome. 
other time I will detail to you, fell upon me, 
prefliag me down to the extremity of human 
Ms \xc&.v^ 
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miferjr and diftrels ; in this ftate the charity 
of LiaJy Crowbery found' mc; her bounty to 
me drew the malice of her tyrant into open 
acts of opprcflibn, loading her with cahminy 
mod grofs and injurious,, and racking her too 
fenfitive feelings, till Ker tender frame gave 
way, and funk under the attack ; it is to me,, 
dierefore, belongs the punifhment of that mon- 
fter, for it is I vwlw^have been made the plea 
and apology for his abomina^ble cruelty. Her 
deaths whfch Heaven avi^rt, wou*d fet my 
Jiands at liberty, and as I have an aulpicious 
impreflion on my mitid'that time will Ihordy 
reveal the prefcnt fnyftery of my birdi, I may 
then be in poffeflion of a name cowardice 
cannot (hrink from; and when his pride can 
no longer fhelter itfclf in the obfcurity of my 
perfon, his cunning will no longer be able to 
^vade the terror of my appeal. Here then 
you fee the motives of my journey to Lifbon, 
and rightly fuggeft that they are in fome re- 
^efts congenial with your own. Undimr- 
nilhed affcdlion on your part, and' ardent gra- 
titude on mine, attract us to the lame point; 
and this being the cafe, I fliou*d humbly con- 
ceive it will be our mutual wifh to wait her 
arrival iii this port, and, if fhe has no objec- 
tion. 
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tron, to embark with her in the fame packet, 
if your hi^alth fcrves for the undertaking.'* 

** You fpeak my wiflies correftly," rc- 
|died the &ther; 'rand as for my health, it is 
fo fecondary an objeft, compared to her's, that 
I -do not fuffer it to occupy a (ingle thought,*' 
As thefe words ,were uttering, a chaife came 
in fight, followed by another, and by two fer- 
vants on horfeback. Henry ftarted at the 
fight, and exclaimed, *' My God ! here is the 
very lady hcrfelf/* Then calling to the ppftil- 
lion to ftop, he haftily opened the door of 
the chaife, and leaping out, planted himfclf 
by the fide of the road, which it was necef- 
fary for the approaching carriages to take. 

Henry, though greatly agitated, was not 
wanting in fufficient prefence of mind to be 
cautious in his mode of ftppping Lady Crow- 
bery's carriage, which he did* as gently and as 
filcndy as he could contrive. When he prefentcd 
himfclf at the window, the exhaufted traveller 
had raifcd herfelf up to enquire info the caufe of 
the ftop, when immediately as her eyes lighted 
on the face of her fon, the blood rulhed into 
her faded cheeks, and flie exclaimed — " My 
Henry ! my Henry ! is it poflible ?" and was 
proceeding J when, to feve her from^ unfcafon* 
M 6 ^)i^ 
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a^jfc exertions, he told his ftory m as 
worck as poflible, omitting for the pn 
^be cif cuniftancc of his meeting with his fa 
who remained in his chaife, drawn out of 
road at fome diftance. 

He had taken the precaution to ftcwn 
^ quiet apartments in a privai:^ houie> and 
ing dirciSted her drivers to foHow his cl 
he left her, and returned to his father, w 
he found in great agitation of (pirits. h 
^fecd between them that Henry fhould 
pare Lady Crowbery, before Mr. Dek 
attempted to fee her ; and as foon ther 
as he had entered the town he quittec 
chaifc, and condudbed Lady Crowbery's 
pic to the door of the houfc he had t 
for her. 

Here Ihe alighted, and between Henr] 
Doctor Cawdle was conduced to her a 
tnent, which, prefenting her with a firie 
of the fea, and being both in point df a 
and interior accommodations much tc 
liking, feemed to have the efFeft of rev 
her jpirits, exhilarated no doubt by the 
above all others, of her beloved Henry. 

Honeft Zachary, little lefs delighted 
kb pacieatuat this unc}q3eded -mcietingi 
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let out the circumftance, hitherto Xupprcffcd, 
by Henry, of the aftion Gary had had, which 
he had picked up by report upon the road, 
but prudently forbore to fpeak of. This, 
forced our hero upon a narrative of the whole> 
affair, in which he took not the glory to him- 
IHf that was due, but in all other particulars 
was a very corre'a relaterof fads. Zachary 
now began his journal, and travelled very cir- 
cumftantially from London to Falmouth, com- 
mcnting upon his own fagacious |)rocecdings 
by the way, to which he very juftly afcribed 
the fuccefs that had hitherto crowned his ope- 
rations; and certain it was, the health and 
ftrcngth of the lady did not appear, to Henry's 
obfcrvation, to have fuffcred much, if any, 
diminution by the journey. A reftorative was 
now adminiftered, on which Zachary de- 
fcanted with much learning, and at the fame 
time pronounced, that a. repofc of fome days 
would be indifpenfiblc for her Ladyfhip'a 
fafety, before fhe embarked on board the 
packet, A frefh fupply of certain drugs being 
wanted, he fallied forth in fearch of a proper 
fhop, from whence to replenilh his ftock. As 
foon as he was gone, the mother being left 
with her fon, threw her anxis about his neck. 
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and gave full vent to thofe exquifite ienfations 
which nature and afFeftion, hitherto repreffcd, 
had innptanted in her foul. Moments ib free 
and mutually delicious^ they had never yet 
enjoyed J they exchanged embraces and min- 
gled tears, tUl Henry, recoUefting that even 
yoj may be too violent, gently extricated him- 
felf from her embrace, rofe from her feec 
where he- was kneeling, and having, feated 
himfelf at her fide, clafping one of her hands 
in his, Ihe began a con verfation, which , will : 
be recorded in the following chapter. . 



Chapter VL . 

Friends long divided meet at Iqft. 

«* T HAVE received a letter,*' faid the 
•*• Lady Crowbery, " from my uncle Man- 
dock, which occafion'd me to make a longer 
ftay in London than I fliould elfe have made ; 
it obliged- me to fend down my lawyer, to 
receive from his hands the packet contain'* 
ing my will and other papers, which I had 
depofited with him. What particular reafons 
he had. for declining a truft, that he had wil- 
lingly 
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Kngly accepted, is matter of conjefture only ^ 
bat I fuppofe they proceed from fome- fuifpi- 
cionentertain'd of your attachment to Ifabella,^' 
and her's to you, for ^hich he is probably in^ 
dcbted to the kmd fuggeftions of his friend 
Mr. Claypole, from whofe rcfentment, upon 
being refos'd thc-living of our lamented Hat- 
cliffe, I have everything malicious to expedlr. 
IfJ then, my uncle will furrender up his* un- 
derftanding to that unworthy guide, can Ihelp' 
it ? I have appointed my executor, and ffiall 
put into your hands a copy of my will, witfr 
full direftions where to apply for the original, 
which I ha^e lodged wiril^ Mr. G— , of 
Gray's Inn, a man in whofe" integrity tliQ 
moftfacred tiiift maybe repos*d. But how far 
this change of opinion in Sir Roger Man- 
ftock may afFeft his amiable daughter isi. a 
queftion of very fcrious concern; for, if I un- 
derftand his letter righdy, you are put un- 
der abfolute profcription ; nor do I expeft 
fhc will be allowed to correfpond with me, 
unlcfs my letters are fiibmittcd to infpeftion 
before they reach her hands j and as for her 
writing to me, I do not fuppofe fhe will be 
fufFer'd to do it on any account; you fee, 
therefore^ in what light you ftandj and, ac- 
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cording to your own feelings, mull either pre- 
pare yourfelf for mortification and difappoint- 
ment, if you perfift in thinking of her ; or, if 
you can let your judgment over-rule your paf- 
fion, you will divert your thoughts from a 
purfuit that now fcems hopelefsj for to at- 
tempt at detaching Ifabella from the ftrid 
obfervance of her father's commands is an, 
undertaking as impra6ticable as it wou'd be 
difhpnourable/' 

" That is an attempt/' replied Henry ^5 " I 
Ihall nevqr make y for that wou'd be to ruin 
myfelf both in her efteem and my own. In- 
terdifted by her father, I am excluded from 
all hope J at the fam^ time, if I know my 
own heart, I know that time can work no 
change in it?; afFe<5tions 5 and if I am totally 
to defpair of I/abella, fo long as it fliall plcafe 
Heaven to impofe upon a wretched creature 
life bereft of all happincfs, fo long I Ihall, 
with all the refignation that becomes me, en- 
dure the difpenfation ; for it is not my nature 
tp rebel againfl: my Creator.** 

" I perceive," faid the mother, " that 
your love, my dear Henry, lies deep, and is 
immoveable i hafty paflitjns wafte themfelves 
in vehement affevcrations i the flame burns 

out. 
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©uc, and there's an end to them, ^but your's 
is fixt deliberate approbation, therefore 1 
fhall not argue againft it; on the contrary, 
I muft confefs to you, that before I parted 
from Ifabella, I confided to her the fecret of 
your birth ; I own'd myfclf your mother, and 
difclos'd to her the whole purport of thofe pa^ 
pers, which I depofi ted with her father, to be 
opened only on the event of my deceafe. Shq 
knows you, therefore, for the fon of Dela- 
pocr, the heir of my eftate, and, perhaps, of 
his fortune, if he ha8 returned, as I am in- 
formed, without conqeftions, and in affluent 
cireumftances. In her heart, therefore, I 
ihou'd flatter myfelf you will keep your 
plftce, unlcfs my uncle Ihou'd extort from 
her any promife to your abfolute cxclufion^ 
In the mean time, I cou'd wi(h, before I die, 
to obtain, if poflible, an interview with your 
fether, who is unconfcious of your exiftence, . 
and which might have taken place but for 
the provoking overfight of honeft Cawdle, 
who forgot to give you my note with the ring, 
Whilft I was in London, I caus'd enquiry to 
be m^de after Delapoeri I was informed he 
remained' unmarried, had preferv'd an excels 
lent character, and brought home a refpeft- 
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able fortunf, very honourably acquired i he 
was 'not in town, nor wai it exaftly knowrr 
where he was gene, for he had neither houle 
nor fervants in London, and the report was^ 
that he was going out of England for the 
winter, to a warmer cliitiaEe. It occurs to 
me, therefore, that if he has heard of my be- 
ing ordered to 'Liihon, he may poffibly make 
that his point/' 

" And lhou*d you be well pleas'd if ic was- 
fo?" demanded Henry.— " I confefs to yoUr 
I ftiou*d not be forry," replied the lady, " foi^ 
the reafons I have Rlready ftated/*— " Then' 
I xMy venture to mform you/' feid Henry^ 
*• that he was with m^ in th« chaife when I 
met you on the road " Ac thefe words the 
blood rulhed into the cheeks of the feeble in* 
valid, her eyes fparkled with joy, and (he ex- 
claimed with unufual energy, ^* How wondej> 
fol are the ways of Providence ! What an un*- 
expefted blefiing, that 1 am now permitted to* 
be a happy inftrument of a difcovery like this ! 
Let me fee him witliout lofs of thne j let me 
not poftpone, even for an hour, a duty fo im- 
portant, an opportunity fo gracioufly ofiered. 
I take for granted, ypu have not declared 
youdeif to him/' He'afiured her h^ had 

not,. 
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not. '* Then run"for him,*' fhe cried ; *' bring^ 
him to me this inftanr ; nature ftrugglcs at mjr 
heart, and will not be reftrain'd.*^ 

Henry was gone whilft the words were on* 
her lips X (be immediately gave orders to her 
' fervrants to prevent interruption, and then- be- 
gan to coUeffc her thoughts for the awful in- 
terview. Whilft fhe refletfted on the extraor- 
dinary combination of events that had brought 
about this unexpected meeting, it infpired her 
to hope, that Heaven had lealed her pardon? 
for dfre paflr offences of her youths and brought 
her fufferlngs to % period. When fhe endea- 
voured to put her thoughts into fome form 
of words> and prepare for the difcovery fhe 
had to make, (he found herfelf incapable of 
arranging her ideas, and gave up the attempt, 
*• It is in vain," the cried, /« to meditate on whaV 
f am to fay 5 I muft leave it to nature and the 
impulfe of the moment.'' And now the voice' 
of Henry in the houfe warned her of his 
approach J and foon Ihe heard the ftepa of 
two men Upon the ftairsj when the ^door be- 
ing opened, prefented to her view the fickly- 
atid emaciated form of Delapoer, leaning on^ 
the arm of his conductor,, trembling as he- 
advanced towards her^ and panting for breatfc 
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through faintncfs ai^d agitation. Henry In-, 
(tantly retired : not a word was uttered by 
cither of the parties ; Ihe aiade an effort to 
raife herfeif from her feat, but funk back, and, 
putting her hands before her face, burft into 
tears. There was a chair befide her^ in which 
Delapocr fate down. " How fhall I exprefs 
vny thanks to you," he faid, after a fliort paufe, 
*' for this indulgence ? Providence feems to. 
have brought us together, by the moft ex- 
traordinary means, in the laft fcene of our 
life's fad tragedy, that we may once more 
exchange a parting look upon the ruins of 
time before we feparate to our unchangeable 
dcftinations. Your lot, my e vcr-belovcd lady, 
I am perfuftded will be blefki you have la« 
bour'd much, and will reap abundantly. I 
Ihatch'd a fight of you at Crowbery j it was 
too much for an exhaufted frame; I have been 
finking evcrfincej for I Jieard you was un- 
happy, and my heart rofe againft your ty- 
rant, tho\difcretion ftopt my hand. I pafs'd 
feveral days about the purlieus of your caftle, 
difguifing both my name and habit, left I 
pight awaken the fufpicion of your gaoler : I 
met that excellent young man, who accom- 
pany'd me hither, and fent you a pledge by 

his 
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his hands, which I thought you wou'd under- 
Hand as a token I was yet alive. Ever fincc 
the inexorable decree that tore us from each 
other, I have been ftruggling with my hard 
fortune, in the hope of earning, by my fword 
and fervices, a competency to enable me to 
return an independent man ; but alas ! a va- 
riety of crofles and misfortunes bore fo ftrong 
upon me for a courfe of eighteen years, that, 
until the laft few months of my abode in In- 
dia, I was toiling againft the ftream of adver- 
fity ; at length, one lucky expedition, of which 
I had the condu6t, prefcnted to.mc the alter- 
native of enormous plunder with a guilty 
confcience, or moderate earnings with a clear 
one J I chofe the latter, and am now return'd, 
affluent in circumftances, and, I thank God, ir- 
reproachable in charaften Never, during this 
tedious period, did the eye of beauty, Indian 
or Englifti, draw afide one thought, one wifli, 
one, even the flighteft, xCgard, from the cen- 
ter where firft love, and the memory of my 
cver-ador'd Cecilia, had fixt it for life. The 
vow that I had made, fo feal'd, fo fandify'd, 
fo rivetted into the very heart of honour, was 
to me a marriage vow — but, I perceive, I 
give you pain i let mc not do that j my ex- 
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preflions, tho* ftrong, were only binding oo 
myfclf ; you was not free i you had a father, 
whom you was forc'd to obey, and, I implore 
you to believe they were not pointed againft 
your proceedings I can well fuppofe your 
marriage with a wretch like Crowbery was a 
compulfory one.'* 

*^ It was, indeed," replied Hie, raifing her 
eyes for the firft time, and turning them upon 
him in the moft affeSing manner; "it was 
impos'd upon me, not only as a command, 
which I cou'd not difobey, but as an atone- 
ment for an offence, which I cou'd no other- 
wife expiate." 

*' Gracious Heaven !" he exclaimed ; " and 
was my unhappy Cecilia made to atone for 
an offence, for which I, vile betrayer as I 
was, am alone refponfible ? It is I, then, 
who am the fource of all your forrows j I, to 
whofc unceafmg folicitations your kind heart 
at laft reluftantly gave way ; I have been 
the hateful caufe of all your fufferings, like 
the deceiver of our firft parents, the father of 
all evil." ^ 

*' Not fo," rejoined (he haftily; "iay, ra- 
ther, you have been the father of my only 
bleffing." 

"What 
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*^ What do you mean ?" he exclaimed, in 
a tone of impatience And furprife, " Speak 
to me; I befeech you, without referve ; lead 
me the ftraiteft way to truth, for you have 
ftir'd a thought within my heart that will not 
bear evafion x>r delay. Am I a father? gn- 
fw£r me/- 

" You are, you are ^ father^" flie replied ; 
*** and Henry is yoiu" fon." 

As fhe fpoke thefe words, Delapoer's fenfes 
feemedlofl: in aflonifhment; he fmote his hands 
together in a tranfport of joy, gazed upon her 
eagerly for a while, then caft his eyes to Hea- 
ven ; his lips moved, but no voice was heard 5 
then throwing himfelf b2(ck in his chair, he 
feemed loft in meditation, till, roufed to fud- 
den recolledion, he adjured her, in the moft 
folemn terms, to confirm the truth of what 
fhe had told him by an appeal to Heaven. 
" I take Heaven to witnefs," flie replied, '« to 
the truth of what I have faidj confcioui as I 
am that the Judge is at the door, in whofe 
prefence I muft foon appear, 1 repeat to you, 
at the peril of my foul, were I capable of de- 
ceit, that Henry is your fon and mine."—" I 
am fatisfied," cried Delapoer ; and, dropping 
en his knees, broke forth into prayers and 

praifes 
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praifcs to the Supreme Difpofcr of aD cvcntis. 
She then imparted to him the purport of her 
will, and briefly related what had paffed be- 
tween her uncle and herfelf fince her departure 
from Manflock. When he found Ihc had 
confided the fecret to no one but Ifabella, ex- 
cept Henry himfelf and Zachary, who was 
profeflionally made privy to it, he paufed for 
fome time, and then demanded, why he alone 
might not ftand forth to the world as the father 
of Henry, without committing her name in 
any future time. " Let it remain a myftery," 
he faid j *' or, at mofl:, a furmife. Why fhou*d 
we give that triumph to the malice of Lord 
Crowbery ? why fhou'd we put to Ihame the 
family pride of Sir Roger Manftock ? I have 
fortune enough to bellow upon my fon i and 
the firft lawyer that is capable of drawing a 
deed of gift fhall fecure the reverfion of my 
whoje property to him. As for your paternal 
eftate, bequeath it in it's natural courfe,'fo 
that no fufpicion reft upon your .memory." 

" Your fuggeftion," faid the lady, " is truly 
generous; but it is far too important to be 
adopted without due refleftion : my uncle 
Manftock has but one child, and (he a daugh- 
ter; flic is already fuperabundantly endow'di 



\ 



H E NR r. z6s 

tmd to accumulate eftates upon the heirefs of 
that wealthy houfe, is mere fiipererogation j 
^ unlcfs oar Henry, who is matter of her afFec* 
tjons, was as much in favour with the fa- 
ther/' 

*^ Cannot it be left conditionally, upon her 
marrying Henry?*' faid Delapoen — Lady 
Crowbery (hook her head, and remarked,thar 
this would little difter, in appearance to the 
world, from an abfolute bequeft to him, <^ Yet 
if I cou'd depend," added fhe, " upon her at- 
tachment to Henry, or, rather, I Ihou'd fay, 
upon her father's confcnt, all tnight be well s and 
mry fon, thro' her medium, wou'd' ftill be my 
heir : but there is little reliance on my uncle, 
whilft he is under influence hoftile to my 
wifhes." 

** Did you not fay,'" he rcjobed, '^ that 
Mifs Manftoe!^ was privy to the fecret of our 
Henry's birth ? If fo, it is to be pr^fum'd^ 
you have perfeft confidence in her honour i 
you alfo believe fhe is attach'd to him, elfe 
.you wou'd not have trufted her with an un- 
ncceffary fecret: how then can this young 
lady, knowing Henry to be your fon, a61: 
otherwife by your cftate than cither fhare it 

VoL^IU, N with 
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with him as his wife, or rcftore it to him as 
your heir ?" 

" There is much argument," flie replied, 
'' in what you fay; and, I believe, more true 
honour does not exift in a human heart, than 
in my coufin Ifabella^s ; but, after all, we muft 
talk with Henry." This was the moft im- 
mediate wifti of Delapoer's heart, who was 
longing to embrace a fon juftly fo dear to 
him ;— and now he recited to Lady Crowbery 
the whole narrative- of the aftion, dwelling 
with rapture upon the bravery and humanity 
of our hero : the fenfations it produced in a 
mother's heart need not be defcribed, and it 
is well they need not, for I fhouid doubt if 
they can. 

In fhort, we hold our readers in too much 
refpedt to ficken them with our defcriptive 
powers, convinced that there is no incident 
arifing from this hiftory, or any other of the 
kind, which may not be referred to their feelings 
in natural language, without thofe tedious cir- 
cumlocutory embellifhments, which only ferve 
to load the page. I truft they will not think the 
worfe of my females, if they arc not drowned 
in {lood3 of tears upon every occafion, or fall 
§ into 
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into fainting fits with excefs of fenfibility; for 
to fuchvas are pleafed with thefc tricks we do 
not write, contented to devote our labours to 
the friends of nature, and to thent alone. 



Chapter VII. 
Our Hero is rejlored to both his Parents. 

/^UR readers need not be reminded, that 
^^^ the hero of this hiftory knew Delapoer 
to, be his father before he was called to a con- 
ference upon the propofal ftatcd in the pre- 
ceding chapter. The meeting took place iii 
Lady Crowbery's prefence j and the namelefs 
foundling, whom adverfity had fo lately crufh- 
. cd, now heard himfelf acknowledged, and felt 
the animating preffure of a parental embrace, 
by turns beftowed upon him, with pr^fesi 
prayers and blcffings, fuperaddcd in abun-* 
dance. 

"Son," cried Lady Crowbery, 'Mt has 
now pleas'd Heaven to let me fee this hour^ 
which clofes every wifti that my fond heart 
conceived, and blefles me beyond what I have 
ever merited, or can compute. I have lived 
N a tsk 
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to place you in the protc6tion of .^ father, I 
have furviv'd to behold you clafp'd in his em- 
brace 4 and what can I fay — but that the tranf- 
port is unutterable? A term of life beyond 
what may fuffice'to execute the few mater- 
nal ties that are yet unfinifhed, is what I dare 
not, what I do not pray for. Let us not 
therefore loiter, for the time is fhort j let us 
work while it is day, for darkncls and death 
^re at hand. There is a bufinefs to be done, 
upon which I muft confult you. My paternal 
eftate is, as you know, in my difpofal; it is 
ybur's : on whom but on my fon can 1 beftoW 
it ?"— " Not fo," replied Henry j " bellowing 
-it on me, you avow me as your fon, and be- 
queath your name to detraftion and difgracc. 
Suppofe.(which Heaven forbid!) Lord Crow- 
htry furvives you, what will he Tay ? outia* 
geous. infult to your memory will enfue : this 
may be repell'd, you'll fay; but what can 
be oppo^'d to Sir Roger Manftock*s • discon- 
tent ? Jf he will not fufFer you 'to leave a 
j>aper in his hands, upon die fufpicion only of 
my name being ibund in it, ihow will he re- 
ient a will, that is to make me the heir of 
ybur eftate, to the -^^exclufion of his ifemily ?** 
— ^«* And if IfabcUa inherits it^" iaid thcmo- 

ther. 
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tlier, « what then ?"~" Then fhe who beft 
defervcs it, has ir/' replied Henry; "and as 
no earthly bjefling can accrue to me, but what 
originates witK her, you put my fate into her 
hands, who is the miflrefs of it, whether you 
fo confider her, or not. To her I am known ^. 
by her alone I can be made happy ; if I have 
any intereft dear to me upon earth, it is ta 
recommend myfdf to her thoughts; and, 
therefore, what can beft do that, is beft for 
'my intereft: let the lovely Ifabella then pof- 
fcfs what fhe is entitled to, of which, if any 
(hare devolves to me, let her beftow it with^ 
herfelf : I cannot be too rich in fortune's gifts, 
. with Ifabella to partake of them ; without her 
i fhall be beyond the reach of fortune, no- 
thing can lejSen or augment my wretched- 
aicfs.'* 

^ Oh| my dear fon,*' cried Delapocr, ^"how 
pcrfeftly you fpeak my fentiments ! I adopt. 
your reafoning, nay, rather, I anticipate it, 
for it is exaftly what . I recommended to your 
beloved mother. I have enough, and all Ii 
have is your's," 

The bufinefs was no furthex prefled, for the; 
conference had been long, and Lady Crow-- 
bcry fecmed ^xhaufted: (he was fiknt, butic 
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was a fiknce that betokened acquiefcencc/ As. 
the bufinefs could not be done to her fatif- 
faflion without the prefence of her confiden- 
tial lawyer Mr. G , who was in pofleflion 

of papers, which, according to this plan, it 
behoved her to cancel, flie determined to write 
to him by exprefs, and requeft him to come 
down to her, if his bufinefs admitted of it, in 
perfon, elfe to difpatch fome trufty and fuffi- 
cient proxy, who might aft in his place: the^ 
intermediate time was not longer than fecmed 
requifite for her cafe, which now became more, 
and more doubtfiil ; for Zacliary, who began 
to aflume a very penfive afpeft, had taken a. 
medical afleffor into council, and both joined 
in pronouncing that unlefs fome favourable and 
fpeedy change took place, the prc^eft of em-, 
barking her for Lifbon muft be abandoned. 
Delapoer and Henry faw thefe- inaufpicioiis 
fyhnptoms in the fame melancholy light, and. 
drew the moft defponding c-onclufions from 
them. One evening, when they were in anxi- 
ous expeftation of Mr. G -, Henry, per- 
ceiving that his mother would be glad to dif- 
penfc with Zachary's attendance, drew him 
afide, and, walking down to the beach, began 
to queftion him about;^ his patient, exprefling 

him/elf 
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himfelf as without hope of her recovery, and 
unckr momentary terrors of her immediate 
diffolution. To this Zachary replied, that 
although be faw that fad event in approach, 
and, in his own judgment, regarded it as in- 
evitable, yet he conjectured that fhe would 
have a gradual and lingering difmiffion out of 
life, without pain orlofs offenfcs; and that no 
rapid, or immediate, diffolution was to be ap- 
prehended. " I hope therefore," added he, 
" our dear lady will yet find time and capacity 
to fettle her affairs to your fatisfadion and ad- 
vantage, and put you in a fituation to propofe 
for the lovelieft girl in England, to whom, I 
perceive, you are very fcrioufly attached.** 
No anfwer being returned to this^ he proceed- 
^ ed — " For my own part, I am perfuaded there 
is no love loft between you, as the faying is;' 
and if you have left your heart with Mift 
Manftock in pledge, you have taken her 's' 
away with you in pofleffion j for I am no in- 
different phyfiognorhift, and not apt to be out 
in my conjeftures as to the human heart. I 
had a little private talk with the young lady 
during our halt at Manftock Houfe ; and, 1? 
believe, my friend, I did your caufe no harm 
by what I faid on that occafion." — <^ The left 

N 4 Y^^ 
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you faid, the better," Henry coldly replied. 
-— *^ Come, come, young gcntleman,''^ re- 
fi:med Zachary, " you are coo modeft, too 
diffident ; it is not the firft time you have ftood 
in your own light with the ladies : And that 
puts me in mind of my poor boozy damf, 
Avho has now, I fuppoie, drank up her drink, 
and fleepS in peace. Alexander Kinloch writes 
me word, and I have this morning received his 
letter, that (he is abfolutely at death's door. 
Well! God's will be done i I mull bear it 
v/ith chriftian patience j Mors omnibus commu- 
nis J' — Here the Doftor took out his hand- 
kerchief, and, in conformity to cuftom Dpon 
fuch occaCons, applied it to his eyoi ; where, 
if there had been a tear, no doubt the afore* 
£iid handkerchief wouid have done its duty, and i 
difpofed of it. " But I muft prep^e myfelf 
to cxped the worft," added he; "for if death 
be at the door, and none but Sawney Kinloch 
to keep him out, why 'tis natural to concludej 
that all i$ over with my poor d^n>e. To be 
^re (he had her failings, a$ who has not? 
but cuftom familiarized me to them. She 
certainly made fome trips in point of fidelity 
to my bed, but then Ihe was over ■» partial to 
the brandy-bottle, and that accounts for her 

incQntiqence, 



'incontinence, you know, very naturally* She 
was a little over-righteous, it muft be own'd,. 
and faddled me with the faints rather more 
than was agreeable j. but then her religion was 
mere hypocrify, fo that I cou'd not quarrel- 
with her on that account. She was fome- 
thing of a termagant, I cannot deny; tokU 
pretty many untruths,. and bred a pretty many 
difturbances in my family; but then flie did'' 
the fame by all her neighbours as by. me, fo 
that I had no caufe in particular to complain^ 
of her; and, upon the whole, haveasmuch'> 
reafon to regret the lofs of my wife, as moft- 
hufbands have to lament for their's." 

" Well, my good mafter,? faid Henry .fmil- 
ing, " notwithftanding all thcfe good'qvialities: 
which you have counted up, I am in hopes ^ 
you'll bear your lofs with tolerable compofure,. 
and that your days to come will not pafs the 
lefs to your concent becaufe you have no longer* 
a wife inexiftence, who anfwers.to the defcrip- 
tion yfiu have been giving: At leaft I hop^ 
life may be tolerable, tho' you have neither 
fot, Qut, nor flifcw- in your houfe, to enter- 
tain you: and as^ the time, I fear, is not far 
off, when you will have a real friend to la- 
ment, I forefee that your profeflional cares 
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will not Jong furvive your domeftic ones, and 
in that cafe you will have to look out for a fuc- 
ceflbr m your bufmefs. Shou'd that be the 
cafe, and (hou'd Alexander Kinloch not be 
the man that anfwers to your wiflies, I beg 
you will let me recommend to you a friend of 
mine, for whofe fufficiency, in all refpefts, I will 
make myfelf refponfible : the perfon I fpeak 
of is your quondam afliftant, Mr. William 
W illiams, at prefent Surgeon of CajHain Carey's 
frigate, a man very highly to be efteem*d for 
his private charafter, and of whofe abilities, 
in every branch of his profeffion, I am bold 
to promife, you may be furnifti'd with the 
ftrongeft teftimonials/' — To this Zachary re- 
plied, that he had a very high opinion of Wil- 
liams, and without hcfitation fhould prefer him 
to every other proponent, not only in refpeft 
to Henry's good withes for him, but on the 
fcore of his own merit: as for the old Scotch- 
man, he protefted againft him in any other 
capacity than as a cheap drudge at the mortar^ 
if Williams chofe to continue him there, which 
however he fliould not be very forward to ad- 
vife. 

This matter being adjufted to Henry's fa- 
tisfeftion, he now perceived a chaife and four 

. ftog 
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flop at Lady Crowbcry's door ; and nmning 
to it, had the gratification of finding that Mr^ 
G himfelf had complied with that Lady*s 

requeft, and come down in perfon. A fhorc 
converfation with that excellent man foon 
opened to him a charader, in which integrity 
is fo prominent, that nature, in the formation 
of it, feemed determined fo to place her work 
as that no one Ihould overlook or miftake it. 
It will fuffice therefore to fay, that ievery thing 
was done, acording to the will of the teftatrix, 
which method in bufmefs and correftnefs in 
form could efFeft : the fame opportunity alfo 
ferved for Mr. Delapoer to make his promtfed 
fettlement on his fon our hero j and this being 
done, our honeft lawyer (and as fuch we ven- 
ture to pronounce him one. of the worthieft 
members of the community) returned to his 
ftation in life; where we hope he will long 
abide, to proteft the property of his clients,- 
^ad enli/ca the fociety of his friends.. 
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C H A P T C R VIII. 

A gentle Being drops inio the Grave. 

A Few days had paffed after the dcpartutc 
"* of Mr. G— — , whea the Ladjr Crow* 
bery, perceiving her fmall remains of ftrength 
hourly on the decline, connmunicated to her 
friends her total abandonment of all hope of 
ftirring from the Ipot fhe was in ; at the fame 
time expreffirig her acquicfcence in the call of 
Pwvidence, and the thankfidnefs with which 
fhe fliould obey the fummons, in the prefencc 
^f thofe who were deareft to her in this world. 
She ftill found ftrength> by incervak, to write 
a ^;^well fetter to her unworthy Lord, aUo 
«ne 4)f a very afeftionate caft to her uncle 
Manftock, both which (he committed to the* 
poft r to MabcUa Ihc like wife wrote, on- a fub- 
jeft more important to her than that of taking, 
leave for life,, as it refpefted the future happi- 
nefs of her bdoved fon, and explained (in; 
terms, however, the moft delicate) her im- 
plied hopes and views in the difpo0tion fhe- 
Wd made, of h^r. eftate 5 and thb letter fhe put 

into. 
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into Hcnry*s hands, referring it to his difcre- 
tion in what manner, and at what period, to 
makeufeofit. 

To Zachary Cawdle (he bequeathed an an- 
nuity of three hundred pounds a year, charge- 
able upon her eftate, to be paid quarterly and 
punftually. In fmall legacies to fervants, and. 
charitable donations, a further fum was in- 
volved, for which due provision was made, 
and direction given. Of Henrys no mention^ 
was to be found in her will; biit both to him 
and his father flie gave,, with her own hands, 
feveral little artieles, valuable only as tokens 
of afFeftion and pledges of remembrance.. 
Every thing that perfonally belonged to her 
in Crowbery Caftle, of which fbe had many 
particulars, were left ta die Lord of that man- 
fion; the rtfiduc was bequeathed in truft to 
Sir Roger Manftock, for the ufc and benefit. 
ef Ifabdlla, without entail, and at her free dif- 
pofal, when fhe fliould attain the age of eigh- 
teen years, of which there yet remained fome- 
months only before her. non-age fliould exr 
pire. 

Neither- her fenfes nor fpirits feemed to- 
yield at the approach of death ; every morn- 
ing Ihe was conveyed, from her bed to a couch 
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in her fitting-room, which had a pleafant view 
of the fea and fhore. Here (he was conftandy 
attended by one or both of her beloved friends, 
whofe tender afliduicies cheared her to her 
lateft moments j Ihe took particular delight in 
liftening to Delapoer's narrative of his adven- 
tures in India, which he contrived to render 
both interefting and entertaining to her, in- 
troducing it at fuch times only as fhe feemed 
to call for it, and in fuch proportions as might 
not weary her attention, or too forcibly agi- 
tate her feelings. — She alfo, in her turn, had 
a ftory to relate, which, though told with 
great mitigation towards Lord Crowbery, and 
with the fuppreflion of many cruel circum- 
ftances in his conduct, and fufFerings on her 
part, was not always heard with the temper 
and patience that fhe wiQied to inlpire. De- 
lapoer, in fpite of all his caution, would fome- 
times give way to the warmth of his natural 
charaftcr^j and once or twice, to her fenfible 
regret, broke forth into menaces and denun^ 
ciations* Thefc fhe would, with anxious fo- 
licicude, flrive to qualify and reprefs, " If 
ypu love me, Delapoer," fhe would fay, " you 
will remember my words after death, and not 
difgrace my memory^, or difturb my fpirit la 

the 
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the grave, by a revengeful and violent pro- 
ceeding towards Lord Crowbery. Had he 
been indulgent and kind to me, how Severely 
would my confcience have reproach'd me.! 
and ifi on the contrary, he has been fome- 
v/hat harlh and ungentle, cannot you recolledh 
enough, both committed and omitted on my 
part, to extenuate, if not to warrant, his un- 
kindnels? You*'!! fay my marriage was a 
compulfory one— *tis 'true it was fo; but ftill I 
was a party, tho* a moft unwilling one, in the 
impofition that was put upon him : in my 
heart he never cou'd obtain a places I paid 
him obedience— I had no more to beftow.'* 

The laft xonverfation of this fort fhe had 
with Delapoer was on the evening preceding 
the day on which fhe died : Ihe was fervent 
in prayer that her errors might be pardoned, 
and, in the moft folemn manner, conjured 
him to confpire with her in atonement, by 
giving double diligence to the performance 
of thofe duties which their joint offence had 
entailed upon them in the perfon of their fon. 
Whilft fhe was thus addrefling him, Delapoer, 
who was fupporting her as fhe fate eredl on the 
couch, perceived a convulfive fyinpcom in the 
mufcles about her mouth, which gave him in- 
ft^r aJarm ; and the eagfit \oqV ^\^ -^^w^x 
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he purfued his obfervatioiij convincecf her that 
fome change had happened in her features to 
occafion it. — ^" Ah I my dear friend," flie faid, 
** I underftand your looks, I am dying ; pei- 
haps I am disfigured i if fo, leave me, I im- 
plore you; do nor let the hft, impreffion of 
diis face, which you once beheld with pleafure, 
remain upon your memory with difguft and 
borron If I am fit to be feen, let me thus 
expire, fupported in your arms ; if not, fare- 
well for ever ; let my fervantp be call'd, and 
let me not (hoek either you or my fon with 
an objeft fo diftrefling/' As ihe faintly ut- 
tered thefe words, (he put her hands before 
her face, which Delapoer gently clafped in his, . 
affuring her, that her fufpicion was unfound-' 
ed, and that her features indicated no fuch 
fymptoms as ftic apprehended. He foon after 
rung the bell, when Henry entered haftily, fo^ 
lowed by Zachary and two female attendants: 
Henry threw himfeif on his knees by the fide 
of her couch,, and continued for fome minutes 
enfolded in her arms,. in fpeechlefs agony j for 
he alfo perceived the change, and faw the hand 
of death was upon her. A convulfive tremor/ 
now feized her whole frame, and fhe funk 
down. on her couch infenfible, while the Doc- 
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tor exhorted them to leave her to the care 
of himfeir and the women. Through th? re- 
mainder of the night (he dofed with fhort in- 
tervals, in which {he appeared to have fome 
degree of recoljeftion, but hever uttered a 
word or feemed to experience a pain ; at an 
early hour of the morning, Ihe drew her laft 
figh and expired. The father and the fon were 
(landing by the fide of the bed at that awful 
moment, and the fmile, which love imprefled 
upon her features, as her eyes caught a part-» 
ing fight of them, before they clofed for ever, 
remained afi:cr death, as if to tell the be- 
holders that her foul, unwilling to derange 
the beautiful frame in which it had been cn- 
cafed, had left its peace behind it, whilft iX 
conveyed itfclf away to the manfions of ^i>t 
mortality and bliis. 



^ Chapter. IX, 

Our Kijlory prefents a Scene^ not very flattering 
to Human Nature. 

Y\7 E have now clofed the hifl:ory of the 

amiable but unhappy Lady Crowbcry, 

aod we would fain Hope that fucb of our rea- 
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ders as nrc parents, will think the m6ral of 
her fate not unworthy of their confideratioEi 
and refieftion. 

One of the firft duties that devolved upon 
her afflifted friends, was to give information 
of the mournful event, to her abfent connec- 
tions. This bufmefs was undertaken by Doc- 
tor Zachary, who immediately penned a re- 
jpeftful . epiftle to Sir Roger Manftock \ and 
alfo one in like terms to the Lord Vifcount 
Crowbery, which were fent oiF by cxprcfs. 

Delapoer and his fon determined upon (lay- 
4ng by the remains of their lamented friend, 
till orders Ihould be received fix)m Lord Crow- 
bery refpefting the funeral ; and Henry took 
an early opportunity of making his friend Cap- 
tain Carey acquainted with the fad event, that 
had now occafioned him to decline all thoughts 
of rejoining the viftorious frigate. The re- 
turn of the poft brought him the foUowing 
anfwer' from that gallant officer ; — 

** My dear friend, 

^' I loved and refpefted .my relation Lady 

*^ Crowbery, as much as I delpife and abhor 

" the wretch, who not only fliortened but em- 

" bitcered her days ; and Tlamcnt her fad £ite 

« and 
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" and your lofs, from the bottom of my heart. 
^' pear up, however, my brave fellow, and 
*' when you are weary of the fliore, remember 
'^ you have a meis-mate, who fo long as he 
** has a plank to float on, will be proud to 
" approve himfelf your's on all occafions, 
^* moft fincercly and afFecftionately, 

« .— ^ Carey/* 

The meflenger in the mean time, who was 
charged with the mournful tidings of his lady's 
death, proceeded on his way with all poflible 
expedition J and according to his inftruitions, 
firft prefented himfelf at the caftle of his Lord,' 
and delivered his difpatch. It was received 
and read in the company of the Reverend Mr. 
Claypole and Mifs Fanny; the former of 
whom had deported himfelf with all poffible 
addrefs, and enjoyed the fatisfa6lion of con- 
templating the flattering profpeft, that every 
hour brought nearer to his view, from the 
encreafing attachment of that noble perfonage 
to his amiable niece. An uncle, more fen- 
fitive to appearances, or lefs perfu&ded of the 
purity of the female charadter, might have 
proved a troublefome gueft to a nobleman of 
his Lordfliip's irritable feelmgs at certain 

moments. 
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moments, when the vehemence of his ps^ion 
carried him beyond the bounds, which {o^ 
people of more rigid notions would have 
thought a little on the outfide of difcretion; 
but Mr. Claypole was not one of thefe fpr- 
n)al difciplinarians, and accommodated him- 
fclf to times and feafons with admirable faci- 
lity. With a foul fuperior to fulpicion, he 
heeded not thofe innocent dalliances that 
pafled between the lovers, whilft he had the 
relburce of a book, or a walk, and fometimes 
of a nap in his chair, to fill up an hour when 
convcrlation was fiifpended, and dumb-fhew 
cook place of dialogue^ 

Captain Crowbery was upon a vifit to t 
friend in a diftant country, fo that the focietp 
pf the caftle was very much confined, and 
fheir harmony feldom if ever bternipted by 
the intrufion of unwelcome vifitors. Mifs 
Fanny pofleflfcd the apartment of the abfcnt 
lady, and had already made fome arrange- 
ments in the difpofition and furniture of it,, 
which Die aflerted, and my Lord acknow- 
ledged, to^#be very ftriking improvements.. 
Two or three old domcftics, who had confl- 
4cred themfelves as appertaining to the lady 
pf.the houC', were now. very nwiturally regarded 
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as fifpcrnumeraries ; and upon a principle of 
oftconomy, which the Reverend Mr. Claypole 
took all proper occafions to inculcate, were 
paid ofF and difi-nifled. One or two of there> 
^ho had belonged to Lady Crowbery's family 
from their youth, and were paft the age of 
fervice, were entertained by Sir Roger Man*, 
ftoclc, and charitably enrolled amongft H$ 
band of penHoners; the others fought their 
livelihood where they could find it. By an 
arrangement with the parfon ^( Crowbery^ 
the Reverend Mr- Claypole took the duty of 
that parifh upon himielf, and transferred to 
him the fervice of the church at Manftock^ 
to which Sir Roger very willingly accorded, 
from motives, that in cando«r we muft ac- 
knowledge to have had Ibme relpeft to his 
,own eafe and convenience, as well as to the 
afor^faid Mn Claypole's. No intercourfe 
whatever had in the mean time pafled be- 
ttween the allied houfcs ofCrowbeiy and Man- 
ftock 5 few fouls were lefs akin 4fhan thofe of 
.their, owners and their refpeftive aflbciates. 

No charge could be laid 'againft Mother 
Nature, for having mifapplied her workman- 
(hip upon the mould in which fhe had caft 
-the p«rfon of Lord Crowbery 5 nay, or^ the ; 
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contrary, it fhould feem fhe had both tem- 
pered and modelled it with the moft accurate 
attention, and harmonized it to the foul which 
it enveloped with the niceft art. No man of 
common obfervation could receive a felfc im- 
preffion of his Lordlhip's charader from the 
firft glance of his exterior. Nature had not 
given to Jiim the outward femblance of any 
one virtue, dignity or endowment, which he 
did not mentally poffefs j neither was there 
one moral failing or defeft to be found in the 
journal of his life, which might not figurative- 
ly be faid to ftand recorded in the title-page 
of that hiftory : In Ihort, if he had had hjr- 
pocrify enough to afFeft the manners of a 
gentleman, nobody but a fool would have 
been capable of being duped by him. 

This accgmpliihed Peer, though not quite 
fitted in all particulars to fill up the vacancy 
which Henry had left in the foft heart of Mifs 
Fanny, nevcrthelefs was encouraged by that 
young lady to believe that he was in abfolutc 
pofleffion of it. To develope her motives 
for deceiving him into this opinion might be 
an unpleafant inveftigation ; but when we have 
faid that ambition and revenge were of the 
party, it is not neceflary to fearch for others 

to 
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to make up the number. This young lady- 
land his Lordlhip were juft then engaged in 
converfation on a very interefting topic, whillt 
the Reverend Mr. Claypole had dropt afleep 
on a fopha that filled up a recefs in the room ; 
when the feTvant arrived from Falmouth with 
the letter, which announced the death of Lady 
Crowbery. His Lordfhip read it with a coun- 
tenance, that did not indicate any of thofc 
weakneffes, which human nature fometimes 
is betrayed into upon a fudden furprize. He 
perufed it with a fteady eye, folded it up again 
with a firm hand, and putting it into his 
pocket, in a tone of voice which abated nothing 
of its ufual energy, coolly obferved, that the 
expected event was come to pals — Lady Crow- 
bery was dead. 

Mifs Fanny ftarted from her feat, with an 
exclamation very frequendy applied by ladies 
of her fafhion, to exprefs either joy, forrow, 
furprize or any other paflion, that attacks their 
gentle fpirits unawares. At the fame inftant 
the reverend fleeper fprung from his couch, 
ready prepared to fecond any emotion that 
his noble friend might be pleafed to exprefs, 
either of joy or forrow : his noble friend did ^ 
not as yet difcover to which party he was dif- 
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pofcd to incline, therefore Mr. Claypok jir- 
dicioufly kept filence> and held his facukiesf 
fufpendcd in a neutral ftate, till circumftances 
fliould determine them. ** I guefs'd how this 
fcheme toXifbon wou*d end,** cried the Peer. 
— " Yes," replied the Parfon, " I fufpedcdit 
wou'd terminate as it has done, when diat 
booby of an apothecary took upon him the 
charge of her ladylbip's conftitution."— " A 
pretty felkxw truly/' refumed my Lord, " td 
be travelling phyfician to a woman of quality! 
but I can underftand nothing from his letter, 
hut that his patient has flipp'd through \m 
^hands 5 therefore, with your leave, I Ihall ftcp 
into my library, and try what information may 
he gathered from the meflenger,'* — This faid, 
he rofe from his chair, and calrnly ftalked oux 
of the room. 

The uncle and niece were nqw fet free from 
ail reftraint, and foon began tolet loofe their 
fentiments upon this interefting event, with- 
out referve : — *' I judg'd her cafe to be defpe- 
rate," cried the uncle j " Ihe was a loft wo- 
man when I faw her at Manftock, I cannot 
fay fhe gave me any. great reafon to lament 
her lofs : if I ever had any obligations to her, 
Jhe canceled dicm all by her laft. haughty 
6 treatment 
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treatment of me, when I modeftly made fuic 
for the poor favour of fucceeding Parfon Rat- 
cliffe.*' ' To this the niece made no anfwer, 
nor indeed had ftie paid any attention, as her 
mind was juft then engaged in computing 
the period of a widower's firft mourning 5 and 
as this meditation involved her in fome di- 
lemma, fhe abruptly appealed to her uncle, 
whether it was totally out of form for his 
Lordfhip to be married, before he was out of 
weepers and black gloves : " That is as it 
may be," replied the uncle, " fome people 
judge in thofe matters with more liberality 
and latitude than others 5 I am no great critic 
In forms, but this I know, that the fooner 
you bring his Lordfhip to the point, my dear 
Fanny, the better;" — " Why that is done 'al- 
ready," cried the Lady eleft, *^ the point is 
carried, and I have his honour in pledge ; elfe 
can you fuppofc I wou'd admit?" — *^ Cer- 
tainly not," cried Claypole, interr:upting her ; 
'* I cannot doubt but you know the ground 
you are upon, and therefore it is that 1 have 
never interpos'd my advice; but now that 
there is no longer any obftacle, I (hou'd re- 
commend you to hold back, till he fulfils 
H^ engagements : a feafonable refcrve may 
Vql. III. O Q^vcksxv 
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quicken defirc, too much kindnefs m^y ehwicc \ 
to quell it.*' — " I believe," cried the niece, 
*^ I am fully capable of cdndufting royfeK" 
in this aflFair, without reforting to an advifer; 
where there is no paffion at the heart, it is noc 
likely there Ihou'd be zny error in the jtidg- 
tnent, and I flatter myfelf you do noc jufliee 
^o believe, I am not in love with the perfon 
of Lord Crowbery : he is not a Henry to catch 
the eye or engage the heart, but he is a Peer 
of England, has a good eftate and a noble 
cattle, which, when I am the miftrefs of, I 
confefs the triumph it will giv^ mc over that 
provoking chit Ifabella, whom I hate and de- 
left at my heart, will not be aniongft the Ic^ 
of my enjoyments," 

Lord Crowbery, in the meantime, ^ having 
afked afew trifling queftions of the bearer of the 
letter, difmifTed him, and fent for his agent 
lawyer Ferret, to whom he didated the fol' 
lowing lines, by way of anfwer to the quef- 
tions referred to him in Zachary's diipatch : 

« Mr. Cawdle, 

"Sir, , , 

" I am commanded by the I/mJ Vifcount 
*^ Crowbery to fay, tliat he has received your'> 
^ ••of 
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" of the 1 9th ultimo, informing Iiim of the 
** death of your patient on the morning of 
^ thiat day. With refp€6Lto your further en- 
** quiries, touching the btniat cerejnonies, hig 
** Liordihip bids me tell you he has no anfwer 
** to give : the heir or heirs of the deceased, 
«* whoever they may be, will a6k as they fee 
«' fit in the cafe : you have no inftruftions to 
\^ expeft from him. 

" I am. Sir, 

« your humble fervant, 
'' JOHN JEFFERY FERRET.'* 



Chapter X. 

^he Scene is Jhifted to ManJIock Houje. 

VI/ HEN the meffenger arrived at Marti' 
' ^^ ftock Houfe, Sir Roger was juft re* 
turned home from the county town, where 
lie had been unanimoufly elefted reprefentativc 
in parliament. The mournful news caufed; 
deep affliftion both to him and the fcnfitiv^ 
Ifabclla ; the fame fervant was^ charged with 
a verbal meflage from L.ord Crowbery, fig- 
O a aifxirv^. 
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nifying that he declined interfering with anjr 
wifhes Sir Roger might have, refpefting the 
place of burial and the difpofal of the remains; 
he added, that when the will was opened he 
prefumed he fhould have notice. Sir Roger 
well underftood the fpirit of this meffage, 
and properly felt both the infult and the 
meannefs it implied. The inftant he could 
compofe his thoughts fufficiently for the pur- 
pofe, he wrote to Zachary C^wdle, requiring 
him to tranfmit the body with all proper de- 
corum and attendance, fitting the* quality of 
the deceafed, by eafy ftages to' the family 
vault of her anceftors, at her paternal feat of 
Hagley Hall; where himfelf and his daughter 
purpofed to be in waiting to receive it, and 
to pay the laft honours to the corpfe of his 
mod dear and lamented niece. The bufinefs 
this involved him in, had probably the efFeft 
of occupying fo much of his time and thoughts, 
that grief had the lefs opportunity of fixing 
upon him ; but the tender Ifabella, who had 
not fo fiill a fhare of thofe avocations, furren- 
dered herfelf to melancholy arid de (ponding 
meditations. In her breaft alfo there was 
lodged a fecret of moft ferious import i and 
in the mean time fhc had no inftrudtions how 

to 
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-to dlfpofe of it J thefe (he expefted to receive 
by fome hand or other, but what to wifh fhe 
knew not ; whether they (hould, be to impart 
it to her father, or ftill to conceal it fronn him| 
Was an alternative that offered nothing to her 
refledlion, but difficulties and diftreffes on both 
fides : that Henry Ihould be left heir to his 
mother's eftate, was naturally to be.expefted, 
but how he could be named or defcribed in 
her will, without a difcovery of his birth, was 
what file could not comprehend : the papers 
that had been written for her faj:her's infpec- 
tioh after her coufin's death,' flie knew had 
been deftroyed, and that purpofe - revoked i 
(he apprehended, therefore, that fonie order 
would come to her for divulging it to 
Sir Rogdr j and thi^ was a talk which of all 
. earthly undertakings was moft dreadful to her : 
In the meantime the preparations were put 
forward for the journey, and fervants were 
diipatched beforehand to get the houfe in 
order to receive them, and to fet on foot all 
the preliminary ceremonials for a refpedlablc 
and {plendid funeral. 

In this interval arrived Mr. G ■ with 

the will, and his coming was moft feafonable, 

for it was on the very eve of Sir Roger's fet- 

O 3 tmg 
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ting out on his journey. This event >vas im* 
mediately communicated to Lord Crowbery, 
and ♦with th^ - mcflengcr, who carried Sir 
Roger's note to his Lordfhipj returned not 
the principal himfelf, but his representative 
Mr. John JeSery Ferret, attorney at law and 
agent to the noble Peer afore(aid. 
. The arrival of this auguft perlbn^e being 
announced, the Baronet with his fair daughter, 
and die refpeftable hojder and maker of the 
willj afTembled in the book*room» and were 
loon honoured with the prcfcncc of Mr. 
Ferret, before whom the feals, after being 
fubmitted . to his infpeftion, were folemnly 
broken (^n, and the wBl diftinfUy and audi^ 
bly read By Mr. G— — . The fignatures^ 
feals, dates, and every other particular, were 
minutely ejramined by the faid Mr. Ferret, 
who was afked by Mr. G > if he was fiitis- 
fied as to what he had fecn and heard j to 
which, after due lime for recolleftion,- he 
gravely repliedj " In point of form I fee no- 
thing at prefcnt to objed to, in point of eiftncc 
I fhall decline giving any anfwer till I have 
advifed with counfel. This lady died in an 
pbfcure and diftant corner of the ifland, the 
will is^ alfo dated not many days previous to 

her 
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her deceafe, it will be requifite to afcertairh 
that die teftatfix was aftually and bonft fide of 
found nnind and judgoient at the time of her 
figning the faid will j underftand me not, I 
pray you, a^ infinuating any thing to the con- 
trary, but being a profcffional man yourfelf, 
you will admit the reafonablenefs of what I 
fay, which ie no more than my duty to my 
principal requires of me i^ — " I believe your 
jM-incipal,** replied Mr. G*.— -, *^ received n 
fetter from the teftatrix, written throughout 
with her own hand, fince the date of this will, 
yrhicK if he is not dilpofed to refer to. Sir 
Roger Manftock, I am perfuaded, has one of 
lis late a date to produce, which will teflify to 
her capacity, together with other proofs, which 
will be forth-coming whenever you are in- 
ftrufted to call for them: in fliort. Sir, we 
iball be ready to meet you* in any way you 
ihall diink fit to require of us/' 

During this converiktion Sir Roger fate in 
filent aftonifliratnt to find the purport of the 
will fo contrary to his expe<5tations, inafmuch 
as the name or defcription of Henry was no 
where mentioned, nor any bequcft whatever 
Specified, that coukJ by any implication refer 
to him, whilft the agitation it occafioned in 

O 4 the 
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the bofom of Ifabella was fuch, that ilnabk 

to keep her feat, fhe rofe and demanded of 

Mr. G if fhe might not be permitted td 

leave the room, which being anfwered in the 
affirmative, fhe lofl no tinie to avail herfclf 
of, and haflened away. " I perceive," faid 
lawyer Ferret, " that my Lord Crowbery has 
no further interefl in this will, than what re- 
fpe<fts a few pc \ fcnals appertaining to the de- 
ceased, left behind her in the caftle, of which 
perhaps a query might be made as to her 
Ladylbip's right of difpofal :"— .*^ That -s a 
query," cried M. G ^ " we have no con- 
cern with J it can only affeft yourfelves, there- 
fore you'll manage it in your own way."— • 
" I perceive alfo," refumed Ferret with forac 
furprize, " here is no mention made of a cer- 
tain young mani whom we in thefe parts exr 
peifled to find remembered by her Ladyfhip 
at her death, having feen him fo much fa- 
vour'd by her in her life time." Upon this 
Sir Roger rofe from his feat, and addreffing 
himfelf to Mr. G -faid, ^^ I humbly con- 
ceive. Sir, if this gentlenoan has no legal ob- 
fervations to flate, we are not bound to liften 
to any others, and may break up the meet* 
ing." Mr. G having made fign of af- 
9 . fent, 
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fent, the Baronet departed without further ce- 
remony, and lawyer Ferret havmg put in his 
claim for a copy of ^he will, called for his 
horfe and fet forward on the fpur, to report 
his proceedings at the place from whence he 
came. 

This bufinefs being ended, Mr. G ; 
joined the Baronet and the heirefs, who were 
cxpefting him in the adjoining room. Sir. 
Roger began the converfarion, by exprciEng. 
himfelf very greatly furprized at the purport 
of his niece's bequeft of her entire eftate to his, 
daughter : «* Nay, I muft fairly declare to 
you," added he, " that I am at a lofs how to 
reconcile myfelf to the juftice of it. The re- 
mark which that impertinent attorney made, 
upon the total filence obferved towards a cer- 
tain young man, who to my knowledge was 
cncourag'd to exped a provifion, was a ve^. 
natural one in itfelf, though out of place in 
his mouth ; and to fay the truth. Sir, I can- 
not for the life of me comprehend how fuch 
an omiifion cou'd take place, after the promifes 
and aflurances I myfelf have been a witnefs to. 
May I afk you to explain this, and how it 
came to pafs that either he forfeited h^r fa- 
vour, or that flie forgot to make good her 
O 5 ' « promife ?'* 
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promifc ?*' Tx> tliis Mr. 6—— replied, that 
he could only anfwcr tliat enquiry in part, 
by aflfuring hkn that the young gentleman in 
queftioit, had in no d^ree forfeited the favour 
•nd good opinion of the lady deccafcd.— ' 
^ Then I am more than ever puzzled to find 
a caufe of her negled of him/*^ faid die Baro- 
net : ** Permit me to afk you if he faw my 
liiece before her death : — ** He was with her 
Ladyfhip, as I believe, to the very hour of 
her death.'*— ^' And was he privy to the 
wiHj" demanded Sir Roger? ''I doubt," 
laid the worthy refpondent, " if I ought in 
ftriftnefs to anfwer that queftion, but in con- 
fidence I will venture to difclolc toyou^arrd 
this lady present, that he was not only per- 
feftly made acquainted with die difpofition of 
Lady Crowbery's property, but alfo a very 
aftive party in the promotion of that mea- 
fure :'* " Then upon my life,*' exclaimed Sir 
Roger, ** that ifame myfterious unknown is 
without exception the moft extraordinary and 
unaccountable young man now Kving: tbi^ 
is the fecond time he has put. fortune from 
him, and voluntarily preferred poverty to af* 
Bucncp.**— *^ I proteft I do not fee any myf- 

tcry 
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tery in that," faid the other, " I clearly un- 
derftand there are certain -fenfations he prefers 
to others, . and certain things in this world 
which he loves better than his intereft." 

At this moment Mr, G— *-, in taking his 
fiiufF box from his pocket, dropped his glove 
upon the floor without perceiving it, which 
the lovely Ifabella immediately picked up 
and prefented to him widi a grace peculiar 
to herfelf. An attention fo flattering, naturally 
drew a return of excufes and apologes from • 

Mr. G for his inattention in fufi^ering 

her to condefeend to fuch an office y to which 
fhe replied, whilft bluflies overfpread . her 
cheeks, and gratitude glillened in her eye^ ; — ^ 
" Any tiling I can do to. ftrew my refpeft for 

Mr. G , will be an office I ihall be proud 

of." This was pointed in fb marked a maa- 
ner, and introduced with a look fo exprcfllve, 
that it wouki have been in^oflible for any 
common obferver, much ^efs for that intelli- 
gent perfon himfelf, not to comprehend the 
motive of it j and though Sir Roger gave 
no fign of his having regarded it other- 
wife than as an ordinary adl of politenefe, yet 
we may rifquc a conjc6lurc, that he ai^ued 
from it in his ow.n thoughts pretty much in 
6 the 
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the fame way with the gentleman to whom it 

was addreffed.. 

This little incident did not, however, alto- 
gether turn their difcourfe from the topic they 
were upon: Ifabella ventured to enquire of 
Mr. G if Henry was recovered from 

his wound, which queftion, he conceiving it 
to allude to the aftion on board the frigate, 
drew him into a defcription of that fight, as 
he had heard it from Mr, Delapoer. This was . 
in itfeif an interefting narrative, though not 
altogether new to the hearers of it, for Gary 
had written to his uncle fince he came into 
port, and done juftice to his brave volunteer; 
but the warmth of his heart, who had it now 
in narration, and the afFeftion he had con- 
ceived for our amiable hero through the na? 
twal fympathy of congenial fouls, gave a 
brighter hue to the defcription, and animated 
one at leaft of his audience in fo peculiar a 
manner, that, at the conclufion of it, IJie was 
impelled to venture upon an inference, which 
in a mtore colledted moment Ihe would hardly 
have tifqued, viz. ** That where fo much 
courage and benevolence were united, it was 
Boi wonder if every a6Uon of fuch a charafter, 

produced 
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produced fomething uncommonly noble and 
fuperior to views of worldly minds." 

An apoftrophe, fo much above the pitch of 
Ifabella's natural diffidence, would hardly have 
pafled without a comment from Sir Roger, 
had not Mr. G— — been prefent, or, let us 
rather fay, had it not been juftly due to the 
merits of our hera 



Chapter XL 
A Gleam of Hope Juddenly reverfed. 

<« 1T7HAT imprudence have I given way 
to," faid Ifabella within herfelf, when 
Ihe retired to her fofitary meditations in her 
own apartment ; " I fhall certainly receive the 
rebuke which I have merited from my father : 
but Oh J that I might be fufFer'd to give vent 
to my refpeft a^id gratitude for that charming 
man who fpoke fo warmly of my Henry ; yes, 
yes, he is all that's good and generous, all that 
is brave and benevolent, all that is engaging, 
amiable, and excellent in human nature : and 
now I can interpret his proceeding, I can folve 
his motives for the facrifice he has made of his 
inheritance, to prcfcrve the mecuorj qCV^^^xsk^ 
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fher from di%race and fham€ : glorious, unc- t 

quailed gcnerofity> which throws him on my ^ 

honour for reftitution i and, thank Heaven, ^ 

that honour ^ows within my bread as warmly \ 

^s widiin his own. Let the confequences be y 

whatever they n\ay, I fwear to truth, I will ^ 

not be a day in poffeffion of the power to do } 

him juftice, without feizing the opportunity for | 

performing it : but is that enough ? Is there y 

not another hope at his heart ? Is there not j 

another wifti in mine ? May I not believe he 
loves me ? Have I not heard him tenderly 
exprefs his feelings, his afFedtions, and what 
anfwer did I make ? Oh ! fuch an one it was 
as open'd my whole foul, without the feeble, 
the fallacious aid of words. My fighs were 
vows, my parting tears were feals of love, 
more facred, more fincere, than all the bonds 
that law or language can devife ; and I will 
keep them faithfully in remembrance; yes, 
Henry, whilft I have life my heart can never 
change; I may be wretched, fajfe I wiH not 
be.^' 

Hei-e Sir Roger entered the room ; his plea 

was to enquire if fhe was preparing for her 

[oumey on the next morning; but he fate 

down, and entered into a difcourfe that cer- 

. , tainly 



K 



H E N R r. ^3oj 

t&inly was not talculated to forward thofc pre- 
parations : he began by obfcrving to her how 
nnich he had been ibrpriied at the reading of 
his niece's will; and alkcd herewith a fmile, 
how (he fck hcrielf affe^Sted by the fuddcn ac- 
ceffion of fo great a fortune j ^ I fancy," faid 
hci " you did not expeft, when we propofed 
this nK>urnful journey, that you was going to 
take poflfeffion of your own eftate; I can af- 
lure you, Ifabella, it h a very fine pl^e, and, 
I am told, has been well kept up, tho' our 
poor friend never vifited it: I hope however: 
it will not puc you out of conceit with Man- 
ftock Houfe."-^** So kmg^as you inhabit, it,'' 
ibc replied, '* no place can rival Manftock in 
my thoughts/'— *' But when you marry you 
may entertain other thoughts/'-—" I will ne- 
ver marry any man capable of an attempt %o 
detach me from a preference (o natural, fe un- 
alterable/'—^* Then you miA not marry any 
man," feid Sir Roger, who has a predik£tion 
for his own family feat.*^ — ^'Having already 
one more than I wailt," replied Ifabella, fmil- 
ing^ " I hope you tl^iink there is no occafion for 
me to add to it/' — " I underftand you," iaid the 
fethcr, in a tone of good-humow, ** the maa 
to your mind miifl: have no encumbrances of 

KouGc 



304 ^ H E NR r. 

houle or home : Ke muft be without fortune." 
*' I confefs," anfwcring quickly, faid Ifabella, 
" I cou'd readily wave that, if he had virtue, 
courage, gerierofity, good fenfe, and difccrn- 
ment to re(pe6b and honour youj without thcfc 
qualities I ihou'd defpife him, had he the 
wealth of worlds." — " But you know no fiich 
perfon, not you," faid the Baronet, looking 
archly at her as he Ipoke ; '* you have never 
met with any lover of this defcription, and 
whilft you perfift in ib many unreafonable dc-. 
mahds upon his charadber, probably you ne- 
ver will." — '^Not above once in my life, I 
dare fay,** anlwered- IfabcUa. — ^* And once is 
enough," faid he, ** if you are fure of your 
man: look ye, daughter, I love fair dealing 

and confeffion; I fancy our friend G and 

you are pretty much of the fame opinion in 
this cafe, for I obferve you feoonded his en- 
comiums on a certain perfon with uncommon 
ardour; now I conceive, when a young lady 
is fo warm in the praifes of a young man, and 
both parties are unmarried, it is a ftrong pre- 
fumption that there is a liking in the cafe j if 
fo, why not confcfs it ? Seeing I have no other 
power over your mind, except by correfting 
your judgment where I think it errs, or con- 
firming 
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firming yovit choice where I thicJ^ it is well 
placU" , . 

'*Oh ! my dear, dear Sir," replied the grate- 
ful damfel, " I fhou'd be indeed unworthy of 
fo much goodnefs, if I did not meet your can- 
dour with the finccreft expofition of my heart 
and its affedions. Yes, my ever-honour'd 
father, I will confefs to you, and I truft I need 
not blufti at jhe confeffion, that I contemplate 
Henry's charadter with admiration and de- 
light: I do believe it is a combination of all 
human virtues ; and I ground my faith, not 
upon prefumptivc partial conjefture, but upon • 
proofs which will bear the ftridteft examina- 
tion, which cannot be contraverted by malice 
itfelf, and to moft of which you yourfelf can 
.witnefs. Let his condu<5t be fcrutiniz'd from 
the firft moment that fortune threw hirn upon 
our mercy to the prefent inftant ; where can 
be found an example of fuch patience, refig- 
ipation, fortitude; of fuch benevolence, bravery, 
generofity ? What has he not endur'd, what 
has he nor forgiven? Who ever made fuch 
difinterefted facrifices to a principle of juftice 
and honour, in the moft refin'd, the moft ex- 
alted fenfe of thofe virtues ? Neither is he 
lefs to be admir'd for the. purity of his morals 

than 
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than for the delicacy of his principles/'— 
" Well, well," cried the Baronet, " fo far, fa 
good J you have gone on briflcly with his men- 
tal qualities, and 1 don't know that you havtf 
faid a word too much ; but what is it all, if 
that one thing Ihou'd be wanting, without 
which no young lady ever yielded rtiore than 
her approbation to the beft of men ? If 
the perfon in which all thefe virtues center is 
not agreeable to you, if the form i3 not elc- 
jgant, the manners not engaging, the addrcfl 
hot captivating, why then, you know, the^c caa 
be no love in the heart, and praifc is all that 
jpoor Henry is ever to expcdt from your lips.** 
— « Ah ! my beloved Sir," cried Ifabella, 
blufliing* yet with eyes that Ihewed it was the 
blufli of joy : " now you are rallying mc be- 
caufe I have forborne to fpcak of what I dtt-fc 
ifay you fufpeft was fbrenwft in my thoughts 5 
but in points of truth and fatS: there can be 
but one opinion, in matters of tafte there may 
be many : it appears to me that nature has 
been as partial to Henry in perfon as in mind; 
you may not fee him with the fame eyes/'-* 
"Not exaftly, perhaps," he replied, fmiling; 
\mt yet I can fee enough to comprehend why 
tvanny Claypolc fell in love ^th Wm, why Su- 

fan 
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/ fin May was diftrafted for him, and why you> 
my dear Ifabella, do not abfolutdy diflikc 
him." — " Diflike him/' echoed the fond dam- 
fcl 5 " Oh Heavens ! I fhou'd be a wretch in- 
fcnfible to the fined work of the Creator, if I 
cou'd diflike him: furely, Sir, nothing in thcr 
human form can be more perfeft than Henfy." 
— " Come, come !" refumcd Sir Roger, " you 
have made up for all deficiencies at kft \ nniore 
Aced not be attempted, for more, I think, can- 
not be faid ; and now, Ifabella, having heard . 
your confeffion, it is my turn to call upon your 
attention whilft I make mine. In every thing 
your have (aid of Henry I perfcdlly concur; 
greater proof 1 cannot give you of my very 
high opinkm of his merit and aecompli(h« 
unentsj than by afiuring you, that ^ reafons 
I have hidierto had for oppofiog your attach^ 
menj: to him, are, by recent circumftances, iit 
a great degree removed \ and as want of for^ 
tune alane wou'd in no inftanc€ have been my 
abfolute ob^e^ion, I ihall the kls inflft upon 
it in the prefent cafe, forafmuch as your tneana 
are now fo great as to make any. further zm%* 
mentadon of them by marriage an obje£i: not 
worth attending to. In the place therefore of 
feveral impediments^ I now fee but one re^ 
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maining, and that is my ignorance of his birth 
and condition j I cannot difpenfc with obfcu- 
rity or meannefs. Now altho* the myftery is 
not clear'd up by the melancholy event of your 
coufin's deceafe, yet the terror of it is remov'd 
from my mind by xhe circumftances of her 
will J for I (hall now difclofe to you what I 
fhouM never have mention'd whilft Lady 
Crowbery was living, that there was fomc- 
thing in her deportment towards your, friend 
Henry that gave me great uneafinefs and 
alarm*: not that J entertain'd fufpicions of rfie 
fort which her imperious hufband had, or af- 
fefted to have, of their conneftion ; no, that 
was npt the nature of my terror ^ the thought 
Was out of reach of probability; the charader 
t)f the kdy gave no countenance to it j on 
the contrary, there was fuch an air of ma- 
ternal tendernefs in her regards, that I proteft 
t!0 you, Ifabella, I found myfelf haunted by 
an idfea, that the idle rumour which was fpread 
about the neighbourhood after my niece hac 
clop'd with Mr. Delapoer might have been 
true, and that this fanie youth had been the 
unlawful iflbe of that connexion: under the 
impreffion of fuch an idea, you can't wonder 
at the vehemence with which I interdifted 

your 
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your correfpondence with him j but now that 
I fee him totally overlooked in her will, I can 
no longer entertain any fufpidon of his ftand- 
ing in fo near a relauon to her, and with that 
fufpicion of his being her fon, I now difmift 
my oppofition to his pretenfions as your ad- 
mirer." 

Had Sir Roger Manftock waited for an 
anfwer to this fpeech, it would have been im- 
poffible for Ifabella to have difguifed the fenfa- 
tions it produced, fenfations as oppofite to 

: thofe it was meant to convey as chilling difap • 
pointment is to thankful joy ! But he was 
gone as foon as he had uttered the concluding 
words, and gone in the perfuafion that he had 
made a being happy, who was infinite}y*dear 
to him, whilft (he was left to refled upon a fi- 

- tuation now rendered far more hopelefs and 
diftreffing than it had been in the worft of mo- 
ments, when his oppofition was more open 
and declared. Whilft fhe pondered upon this, 
her bofom heaved with fighs, and her eyes 
ftreamed with tears. All thofe fafcinating 
ideas which her fond fither's encouraging dif- - 
courfe had raifed in her iijind were at once 
difperfed, and fucceeded by a preft of thoughts 
that prcfenied nothing but dcfpair and difap- 
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pointment to her imaginadon. What to do 
flie knew,no(^ and how to (bape her conduft 
in a dilemma fo fiill of dilBcultles^ fhe was 
incapabk of deciding; for if Ihe avaifcd her- 
fdf of her Other's permiflion for re-admitting 
him into the fami}7> what confequence could 
enfue &om fuch a fruitlefs indulgence but an 
aggravation of regret, which everjr hour of 
increafing love and approbation would accu* 
mulate upon her ? On the other hand^ what 
would her father think, after the confefiion 
fhe had made, if ihe was now to hold back, 
when (he had his leave to advances? What, 
but that flie was the raoft obftinatc and capri- 
cious coquette in nature;, who was no longer 
pleafed than wMlft ihe was oppoied, and had 
no wiihes of her own when they were found 
to coincide with his? It was now, for the 
iirft time, ihe lamented the confidence that 
h?d been repofed in her by her deceaicd friend 
and benefadrefs ; for being entrufted with the 
fecret, fhe could in no cafe violate her honoia: 
by betraying it; and being now made ac- 
quainted with her fkther^s n^otives fov fw^oicrib- 
ing Henry whilft he fufpcfted him to be the 
ion of his niece, no temptadon upon earth 
4:ould overcome her abbcarrcncc of duplicity 

or 
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or deceit, whilft he ihould retain a fentiment 
fo adverfe to that connexion ; and in this fhc 
forefaw no probability of change. 

With heavy heart, therefore, we muft- leave 
the unhappy Ifabella to ftruggle with thefe 
conflifting thoughts, and turn to other fccnes, 
that are prepared to open the fuccecding 
book. ' - 
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